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“Oh yeah, Patti 

is going with 

Rich. I know 

‘cause she’s 

wearing his 

hat.” 

Rich Morris, Pastor Continued on next page. 

Going Steady 
Here is one of those this is how it used to be stories.  When I 

was a kid, there were certain ways boys and girls let each other 

know that they liked someone.  This was, of course, long before 

texting, and messaging, and snapchat.  Back in the old days, if a 

girl liked a boy, or a boy liked a girl, they would send the object of 

their affection (that’s actually how you could refer to your person 

of interest, per Alfafa from the Little Rascals). . .you could send 

the object of your affection a note, written on an actual piece of 

paper.  The note would look like this: 

Do you like me, Yes or No ?   Circle one. 

The recipient of the note was then obligated to answer.  It was 

the rules. 

If you were a girl, another way of expressing interest in a boy 

was to run up and steal the baseball cap off their head and then 

put it on your head and wear it around.  It was a visible way of 

declaring your interest to the boy and it the rest of the play-

ground.  The other kids would see and say, “Oh, yeah, Patti is 

going with Rich.  I know ‘cause she’s wearing his hat.”   

If you were a boy, it was even simpler – find the girl you like,  

approach her, and punch her on the arm.  Punching her on the 

arm, in the sixth grade, was the equivalent of declaring your  
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undying love for a girl.  That was how it worked.  That was the rule. 

The declaration of interest for boys and girls was easy.  And that’s about all there was to it.  Nothing 

much happened after that.  You didn’t “go out”.  You were in the sixth grade for Pete’s sake!   

Eventually, I said, “Patti, can I have my hat back?”  And she agreed.   

I mention this because it seems like that’s how many people approach their interest in God.  They 

signal their interest by showing up at church a little, by saying a prayer, wearing a t shirt,  or  some 

other thing to say, I’m a Christian, God.  But then it stops there.   Not much else happens.  And then 

eventually, they lose interest.   

But having a relationship with God really is about spending time together as mature people do.  It’s 

about getting know each other in a progressively deeper commitment.  It’s really about Going Steady 

by following Jesus day by day, doing what he tells you to do, learning of him, living life with Him.  

The Bible calls it Salvation.  That’s what we are teaching this month at church.  You should come 

join us.  I think we will probably like each other.   

In Christ, 

Rich 

Are you graduating this Spring?  Please email or call the office (office@hicksumc.org or 814-695-

8529) to let us know where you are graduating from (high school or college) and what your future 

plans include.  We would like to include you in our  Graduate Recognition program during our  

Summer Kickoff Service on June 9
th
 at 11:00am. 

mailto:office@hicksumc.org


The United Methodist Women are Love in Action with ministries 
around the world.   

Our unit is currently collecting Box Tops for Education which 
provides money for our schools, collecting like-new purses for 
Change Purse that raises money to help victims of sex traffick-
ing and monthly has a Mission Train which collects coins.   

As shown in the picture, the preschool class enjoys placing 
coins in the train.   

UMW: Faith, Hope, Love In Action 

ELEMENTARY GROUPS.  Our Friends ‘n 
Faith/Champions 4 Christ Annual Closing Cele-
bration will be May 5th at 6:00pm. Field games 
will be from 6:00-7:00pm; at 7:00 we are inviting 
everyone to join us for our closing program. 
This brief program will include refreshments and 
recognition gifts for our departing 6

th
 graders. All 

are welcome. 

BLUEBERRY SALE FOR ALTOONA HUB.  
Mission Central HUB has announced their an-
nual blueberry sale fundraiser. The blueberries 
will be delivered to Hicks on July 2

nd
.  They are 

delivered in 10 lb boxes for $30 per box.  These 
blueberries are delicious and freeze well.  Order 
forms are available on the Welcome Desk.  
Payment is due with order and can be placed in 
the envelope on Welcome Desk.  Checks made 
payable to Connie Morris (Coordinator).    

VOLUNTEER MEETING.  It’s that time of year 
again when we will begin Backyard Club! This 
year, we are asking volunteers to sign up on a 
monthly basis-we understand that summer is a 
busy time of year! However, without our volun-
teers this ministry would not be possible. Please 
consider joining us at our opening meeting on 
May 14

th
 at 7:00 in the sanctuary of the 

church. Questions and concerns? Contact Al-
lyce at allyce.fogle@asburyseminary.edu. 

HICKS OUTSIDE WORK DAY.  The Trustees 
are having an outside work day on Saturday, 
May 11

th
 from 8am-12pm.  All are welcome to 

come help spring clean the outside areas of the 
church.  A sign-up sheet is located on the  
Welcome Desk. 

SNACK SIGN UP.  A new snack sign-up sheet 
is on the Welcome Desk for May and June.  
Greeters are needed for 9:30 and 11 am  
services for May and June.    

HICKS RACE SERIES TEAM.  We are looking 
for at least 10 people to join a Hicks team for 
the Blair Regional YMCA race series.  The next 
race is the Diamond Dash on Saturday, May 
18

th
 at 8am.  A sign-up sheet is on the  

Welcome Desk. 

YOUNG LIFE FUNDRAISER.  Young Life is 
having a free car wash on Sat., May 11

th
, 9am-

3pm.  Please pick up a flyer on the Welcome 
Desk for more information. 

HICKS CHICKEN BBQ.  Hicks will be spon-
soring a Chicken Bar-B-que on Saturday, May 
25

th
 as a fundraiser to upgrade our lights in the 

church to LED.  Pick-up time will be 11am-1pm. 
Tickets are available from Bob Baird or in the 
church office and are $8 each.   

 

In Brief 
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Please join us on Sunday, June 9
th

 at 11:00am for this service.  There will be 
no 9:30 am service or Children’s Sunday School. We will be recognizing 
our 2019 graduates at this service.  The service will be at our Church Pavilion 
with a picnic lunch immediately following.  The church will provide pulled pork 

sandwiches, grilled hotdogs, and beverages.  Please bring a side dish or  
dessert along with your lawn chairs. In case of rain, everything will be moved  
inside.  Parents, out of respect for others worshiping, please do not allow your 

children in the play area during our worship service.  Please RSVP with number 
attending and side dish/dessert at the Welcome Desk. 

Change Purse is a ministry at 
Mission Central.  It is a non-
profit organization committed 
to fighting sex trafficking. They 
collect donated purses that are 
new or in like-new condition 
and sell them at awareness 
events and home parties.  The 
profits financially support faith 
based originations that provide 
hope, healing and restoration 
through their direct work with 
victims and survivors of sex 
trafficking.  

Change Purse was started in 
2010 by three stay at home 
moms and the first year raised 
approximately $25,000.  

Do you have any extra purses 
in your closet that you are cur-
rently not using or are thinking 
about getting rid of?  Bring 
them to the Donation Station 
outside the church  
office and help raise aware-
ness and assist in providing 
funds for organizations work-
ing with sex trafficking victims 
and survivors. Remember they 
must be NEW or gently 
used, free of stains, odors 
or tears and currently in 
style. For more information, 
go to changepurse.org. 

 

Have your seen these cou-
pons on your cereal boxes and 
other products?  Schools col-
lect them and receive money 
in return.  The UMW is cur-
rently collecting them and ask 
for your participation.  There is 
a basket at the Donation  

Station where you can place 
the coupons.  Be aware there 
are expiration dates.  Let’s see 
how much money we can 
raise for our local schools.   

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN MISSION PROJECTS 

http://changepurse.org


Serve One Another 

I remember the first time my 

parents tried teaching me 

about the concept of service.  

As a five year old, my tiny, 

self-centric brain didn’t un-

derstand why we would take 

a weekend afternoon to walk 

for charity. This time was re-

served for playing in the yard 

with mom and dad, or har-

assing my brother to read 

with me. This service thing 

was taking away the pre-

cious time of a five year old, 

and mom and dad were okay 

with it??  

I laugh (and cringe) thinking 

about that event.  

I laugh, mostly because ser-

vice has been my job for the 

past three years, and it’s a 

position that I love. Nothing 

is more rewarding to me 

than helping others. I cringe 

because I know how misera-

ble I was to be around on 

that charity walk. I cringe be-

cause during a busy time or 

a bad day, I still have the 

heart of that five year old 

who is resistant and sulking 

at the sacrifice of time and 

energy I have to make.  

Serving feels really easy 

when it’s something we care 

about. Time goes by quickly, 

your heart feels full, and you 

leave with a satisfied feeling. 

But think about those times 

when an unsavory service 

opportunity presents itself. 

We look down at our feet as 

the pastor addresses the is-

sue. We might volunteer, but 

dread the whole thing. If 

you’re “lucky” you escape 

the dreadful sign- up sheet 

and can move on with your 

life. 

The difficult kinds of service 

we are presented with are 

uncomfortable, and we will 

do just about anything to 

avoid it. 

But is God really in the busi-

ness of making sure we feel 

comfortable? Instead, I be-

lieve he is in the business of 

helping us grow into better 

people. 

I think we all might be called 

to serve in a capacity that is 

uncomfortable for us from 

time to time. An area that 

feels unfamiliar. A project 

that seems…difficult.  I’m not 

saying we should be uncom-

fortable in everything we 

do…that will just lead to burn 

out. Serve in areas that you 

have a passion for, areas 

that fulfill a need in the com-

munity and your soul. But 

don’t ignore the projects that 

feel, at times, more incon-

venient, or less glamorous. 

Service is pretty important to 

God. Our service pleases 

him and demonstrates that 

we are being transformed by 

our faith in Him. We can of-

fer our bodies and our time 

as a living sacrifice as a re-

sult of God’s mercy (Romans 

12:1). If we want to be seen 

favorably by God, we must 

become a servant  (Matthew 

23:11). 

So perhaps you’re thinking…

what next?  Take a baby 

step. Start with a project that 

you are passionate about. 

Fall in love with service, and 

then try something out of 

your comfort zone. 

Here at Hicks, we have sev-

eral opportunities to get in-

volved!  

 For several years now, 

Hicks has run a program 

called Backyard Club. 

This year we are asking 

volunteers to sign up for 

one month of summer 

The Jeremiah 
Millennial Blog 
Allyce Fogle, Ministry Staff  
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service. Once a week, we go to a poverty 

stricken community and play games with the 

kids, lead a Bible lesson, and offer them 

snacks.  This ministry is a great way to do 

missions on a local scale.  

 A mission trip to Mexico will be taking place 

this summer! Physical presence is needed, 

but so are donations. 

 If you enjoy working with children or youth, 

consider volunteering with our Children’s Min-

istry Director, Katie Guise to teach or co-

teach Sunday school. Our Youth Ministry 

dDrector Jason Garman would also benefit 

from some extra hands at youth group. 

 Our church needs greeters, people that wel-

come us into the church each Sunday. There 

are kind women who always make sure we 

are stocked with snacks and coffee at our 

welcome area on Sunday mornings. Could 

you help them make that happen? We’ve got 

early morning chicken barbeques happening 

that require cooks and meals to be packaged. 

Our community has shut-ins that could use 

some TLC. 

If you’re seeing a need unmet at the church, con-

sider leading such a project. My point is, if you’re 

someone, you can do something, however large 

or small the task. 

I’m asking attendees of Hicks, children and 

adults, to get out there and serve in some capac-

ity. You may be comfortable, you may be uncom-

fortable. I know it’s a sacrifice. I know it takes 

time and energy. But it has got to be a priority if 

our church is to move closer to God’s vision of 

creation.  

Galatians 5:13 illustrates to us how we can use 

our gift of freedom and grace that God gave us 

appropriately in saying, “You, my brothers and 

sisters, were called to be free. But do not use 

your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve 

one another humbly in love.”  

Bible Verse: Colossians 3:23-24 

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, 

as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 

since you know that you will receive an inher-

itance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord 

Christ you are serving.”  

Devotional Questions: 

1. Define your passions. How can you apply 

these to an area of service in your church, 

community, job, etc.? 

2. Take a moment to consider: why serve? 

3. What holds you back from serving in certain 

contexts? Is there a way to overcome these 

discomforts? 

Call to Action: Young or old, find a way to 

serve someone this week in a new way that feels 

unfamiliar to you. 

Prayer: Father, it’s easy to forget the im-

portance of service when there are so many 

things going  on in our lives. It feels harder and 

harder to make time for service, especially when 

the opportunity is unfamiliar or uncomfortable for 

us. I pray that you would remove barriers in our 

hearts this month that would make us turn away 

from service opportunities that could grow us 

closer to you, God. I pray for the ministries at 

Hicks, that our focus would remain on you. 

Sculpt us into your vision of the church Father, 

as uncomfortable as that may feel to us. In your 

name we pray, Amen.  

If you would like to serve in any of the ways 

listed in this month’s article, contact Allyce Fogle 

at allyce.fogle@asburyseminary.edu to get con-

nected. 
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From Pastor Rich’s favorite author, Dallas  
Williard’s classic: Hearing God 
 

"GOD SPOKE TO ME." 
 
"THE SPIRIT SPOKE TO MY HEART." 
 
"GOD REVEALED THE IDEA TO ME." 
 
 
BEING CLOSE TO GOD MEANS communi-
cating with him—telling him what is on our 
hearts in prayer and hearing and understanding 
what he is saying to us. It is this second half of 
our conversation with God that is so important 
but can also be so difficult. How do we hear his 
voice? How can we be sure that what we think 
we hear is not our own subconscious? What 
role does the Bible play? What if what God says 
to us is not clear? 
 
The key, says bestselling author Dallas Willard, 
is to focus not so much on in-dividual actions 
and decisions as on building our personal rela-
tionship with our Creator. In this classic work 
the author provides rich spiritual insight into 
how we can hear God's voice clearly and devel-
op an intimate partnership with him in the work 
of his kingdom. 
 
Join the Kitchen Class on Sunday morning’s 
to take a look at Hearing God. The Kitchen 
Class meets each Sunday Morning at 9:30 
downstairs in the Social Hall of the Church 
Building. Take the back stairs or elevator down-
stairs to the Basement. From the stairs take a 
left into the side hall and enter the classroom 
through the Kitchen at the end of the Hall. From 
the Elevator the Kitchen Hall is straight ahead 
to the left [at the stair doors].   
 
What others are saying about this book:  
 
"Willard wonderfully encourages us to listen for 
God's voice, and then to respond and obey. 
This is a book of great encouragement and 
helpful insights into the arena of God's direction  

 
in our daily living." —TED W. ENGSTROM, 
president emeritus, World Vision 
 
"The best book on divine guidance I have ever 
read. I recommend it highly." —RICHARD FOS-
TER, author of Celebration of Discipline 
 
"Few books have challenged me like this one. I 
would urge every serious-minded Christian to 
read it . . . at your own risk."—BILL HYBELS, 
author of Too Busy Not to Pray 
 

Coming May 19th: New 9 Week Study  



 Ignite Bowling May 4th: The last combined Hollidaysburg Youth Ministe-
rium’s event until fall is a Star Wars themed “May the fourth” bowling at 
Splinters Lanes. The only cost for the event is a canned good that will be 
donated to the American Rescue Workers. We will be meeting at the 
church at 5:30 PM and will return to the church at 8:30 PM.  
 
 May 12 Last official Youth Group Meeting of Spring: The last official 
youth group meeting will be May 12th at the church from 5:30-7PM. HYF 
will be taking part of other fun activities throughout the summer however, 
most of the activities/meetings will be held throughout the week.  
 
 May 19th Hollidaysburg Baccalaureate Service: Sunday May 19th will be 
the annual Baccalaureate Service for Hollidaysburg Area High School 
Seniors. The service starts at 7PM. Members of Hicks UMC are encour-
aged to remind their own seniors/or their friends that currently have sen-
iors to attend this non-denominational service. Even though the service is 
for the graduating class at Hollidaysburg the Christian Community at large 
is encouraged to attend this service to pray and encourage the graduating 
class of 2019.  

 
 End of School Year BBQ June 2nd: HYF will be hosting an end of summer BBQ at Hicks UMC Sun-

day June 2nd at 12 PM. The BBQ will last until 2 PM. All youth and their families are encouraged to 
participate in fellowship together which, is something that doesn’t get to happen on a regular basis.  

  
 Small Groups: HYF will be offering 2 small group bible studies from students in grade 7-9 and 10-12. 

Starting the week of June 17th and ending the week of July 15th. We are looking for 8 families to host 
1 night of meetings and provide dinner for the kids that week. The idea of these groups is to invite our 
youth into a home of their peers and just enjoy a night of fellowship with each other. There will be a 
sign-up for parents later in May. If there are some parents or other members of our church family that 
would like to lead a group either for a week or a few weeks, please let Jason Garman know.  More 
information on these groups (specific meeting dates and times will be given to parents later in May).  

 
 Creation Music Festival June 28th and 29th: Once again this year HYF will be heading to the AGAPE 

retreat center in Mount Union, PA to participate in Creation Northeast 2019. We will be there June 
28th and 29th. We will be meeting at the church at 9 AM on the 28th and will be home Sunday morning 
around 1 AM. Cost of the event is $20 per youth. All youth in Grades 7-12 are welcome to attend and 
bring a friend. Some of the headlining bands that we will see are: Kari Jobe, Andy Mineo, Elevation 
Worship, and Skillet. 

   
 July 21-26th HYF will be heading to Wesley Forest in Weikert, PA to participate in church camp. This 

is by far the most attended and favorite event for the youth each summer. Parent can register their 
children at wesleyforest.org. Our church has always paid ½ the cost for a child to go to camp and of-
fer scholarships for youth to go to camp that may not be able to afford the cost. Not to brag….but our 
week of camp is the most popular and we have run out of room in the past so… youth are encour-
aged to sign-up for camp as early as possible. If parents have any questions about camp please ei-
ther talk to Pastor Rich or Jason Garman.   

 
 Ultimate Frisbee Tournament August 4th: HYF will be hosting an ultimate frisbee tournament August 

4th from 1-5:30. All youth in grades 7-12 are welcome to attend.  
 
 End of Summer Picnic: Our yearly end of summer picnic will be August 25th from 1-6:30 PM. This will 

be the first event of the year were youth that are going into grade 7 are encouraged to attend as well.  

Hicks Youth Fellowship News 



Happy May/June Birthday to You 

May 
 

Shirley Geiger May 3 

Heather DeStefano May 5 

Jonathan Bickel May 6 

Donna Imler May 6 

Makayla Koelle May 6 

Adam Guise May 8 

Donald  Haulman May 8 

Tim Jackson May 8 

Rachel Monahan May 8 

Gene Malone May 9 

Tom Venios May 9 

Josef Brannock May 10 

Tim Cherry May 10 

Sandra Kiesewetter May 10 

Esther  Potter May 10 

Brian Bell May 12 

Barbara George May 12 

Ken Moritz May 12 

June 
 

Jolan  Schobel June 12 

Katie Montgomery June 14 

Caitlyn Nelson June 14 

Alexis Walters June 14 

James Watt June 14 

Brian Koelle June 15 

Kurtis Schobel June 16 

Dolores Hendrickson June 17 

Carolee Magnetti June 17 

Gabbie DeLange June 18 

Sheldon  Woolridge June 18 

Chris Basenback June 19 

Bonnie Cramer June 19 

Mike Biesinger June 20 

Joy Bell June 24 

Selfridge June 24 

Connie  Frazier June 26 

Walter Kratzer June 26 

William Cogan June 28 

Breanne Venios June 28 

David Cogan June 30 

Karen  Parvin June 30 

Anthony DeStefano May 15 

Evan Schneeberger May 17 

Brooklyn Nelson May 18 

Jillian Latoche May 19 

Dennis Ridenour May 19 

Addison Smith May 19 

Meredith Smith May 19 

Thomas Newman May 20 

Claudia Shaw May 20 

Tim O'Brien May 21 

Kimmy Salyards May 22 

Jason Smith May 22 

Carl Buterbaugh May 23 

Carole Graffius May 24 

Christopher Bickel May 27 

Brantly Ackinclose May 28 

Melaine Depetro May 28 

Jeremy Magnetti May 28 

Justin Magnetti May 28 



OUR STAFF 

 

Rev. Rich Morris, Pastor 

Cathy Baird, Sexton 
Bob Baird, Building Superintendent  
Nancy Cherry, Church Secretary 
Jolene Cidor, Financial Secretary 
Allyce Fogle, Ministry Intern 
Heidi Fogle, Treasurer 
Jason Garman, Youth Director 
Katie Guise, Children’s Ministry Director 
Billie Jo Jackson, Nursery Coordinator 
Jessica Peacock, Discipleship/Outreach  
Robin Ritchey, Assimilation 
Elaine Mallory, Organist 
Sandy Steele, Choir Director 

“Roar” VBS  
Monday, July 8th – Friday, July 12th  

6:oo-8:15Pm 
Register online at hicksumc.org/vbs 

http://www.hicksumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/hicksunitedmethodist/
https://www.instagram.com/hicksunitedmethodistchurch/
https://www.hicksumc.org/vbs

