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Making Disciples of Jesus, Creating Community 

HICKS UMC 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PG. 

“Mission is not a 

season.   

Mission is not a 

trip.   

Mission is our  

purpose” 

Rich Morris, Pastor Continued on next page. 

The Summer of Mission 
There is a classic Seinfeld episode (for readers under the 

age of 30, Seinfeld  was a popular sitcom on NBC in the 

1990s.  Also for said young readers, NBC stands for the 

National Broadcasting Company, one of the four major 

networks that we folks relied upon for the majority of our 

television viewing before the dawn of Netflix and other 

streaming services.  Silly older people.) Where was I?  

Oh yeah, Seinfeld.  In this episode, Jerry’s buddy, George  

Constanza, has broken up with his girlfriend and declared 

the summer, “The Summer of George!”  By this George 

meant that he was going to do whatever he felt like doing.  

He was going to make the summer all about him.  By 

“Summer of George” he meant, Summer of Selfishness.  

I thought of this when I thought about this summer of 

2019 and some of the things that you all have been  

doing.  Your summer has been different. It hasn’t been 

selfish.  In fact, the opposite. So many of you have been 

doing amazing things with your summer.  In June a group 

of you went down to Washington D.C. and brought food 

and clothing with you to give to the homeless.   



“The Summer of Mission” CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

In July, so many of you gave a week of your 

time and energy to Vacation Bible School.  

In both June and July some of you served as 

counselors at church camp for kids and 

young adults.  As I write this, some of you 

are in Mexico building a house for a family in 

need and ministering to kids in Ensenada.  

All summer long some of you have been 

serving at Backyard Club and Dinner Church 

at Evergreen Manor in Altoona.  

These are just the obvious things I know of.  

I know there are many other ways that you are serving your community.  You took 

time off work.  You sacrificed pay and vacation time.  You stepped out of your comfort 

zone when you could have just taken more vacation and stayed in your beach chair.  

Don’t get me wrong.  Vacation is good.  I took one.  We all need one.  But five vaca-

tions per year won’t give us purpose and meaning to our lives.  Only God and His 

Kingdom purpose can do that.  And that’s what I hear from you, how much you have 

been blessed by God through these experiences.  This truly has been The Summer of 

Mission! 

But Mission is not a season.  Mission is not a trip.  Mission is our purpose.  The 

Church always has a mission. In fact, We are a Mission.  And the question now is, 

What Next?   

As we move into Fall and Winter, how will we continue to be the Mission of God and 

Make Disciples of Jesus and Create Community?  I could point you to a lot of great 

programs and events we support (and I hope you will support them), but let’s  

remember that we don’t need a program to make disciples.  We just need faith and 

obedience.  How will you allow God to use you this month and this year? 

“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest-time, if we 

do not give up.” —Galatians 6.9 

See you in worship (and in mission),   

In Christ, 

Rich 



 

 

Gather Together and Pray for Area Schools 

As the new school year is about to start, 

let us join our hearts in prayer for our 

schools.  May our prayer be for peace, 

protection, provision, and for an amicable 

learning environment for our children, 

teachers, school workers, bus drivers, 

and administrators. 

   

The American Rescue Workers is gather-

ing every Thursday in August to meet at 

6:00 PM on site at Hollidaysburg area 

schools. The group will meet rain or shine 

to join our prayers for a blessed 2019/ 

2020 school year.   

 

August 22
nd

 at Hollidaysburg Catholic: Holy Trinity Sign 

August 29
th

 at Foot of Ten Elementary: front entrance 

August 29
th

 Penn Mont Academy: front entrance 

 

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 

revelation as you come to know him. 

Chancel Choir will begin Sept 11! I look forward 

to greeting our current members as well as any-

body who has an interest in singing the beautiful 

music God has provided to us! I've heard people 

say they don't think we need more members! 

I think that is a myth!  

We are a volunteer choir. That means you are 

not under any obligation, People work, have oth-

er commitments, etc. Although we would like to 

see everybody every week, we know that cannot 

happen. We try to work several weeks in ad-

vance so we can learn the music to the best of 

our abilities. I appreciate all who have sung with 

us and hope they will continue to do so, and, we 

welcome anyone who likes to sing, learn new 

music and have some fun, to give us a try! We 

would love to have you! 

 

Thank you,  

Sandy Steele, Choir Director 

If you have any questions, please call Sandy at 

935 0899!,  

Chancel Choir Begins September 11 



 

Small Group Leaders: We Need You 

I recently read an article about the        

importance of having and leading within a 

small group ministry.  They pointed out 

the importance of Sunday worship as an 

avenue of worshipping God together and 

bringing a community of believers         

together under one roof.  However, they 

continued by stressing that as wonderful 

as a large Sunday worship is, it is within 

the small group settings that true relation-

ships are built and people bind together 

to do this thing we call life.  Through 

these relationships and small group meet-

ings, lives are affirmed, sustained, and 

changed. We have been lucky at Hicks to have a few extremely dedicated individuals that consist-

ently lead Sunday School classes and guide discussions within small groups.   

However, those dedicated leaders could use some help!  As the fall approaches, we have a few new 

small group leaders that will be offering their time and passion to connect with God and other Chris-

tians in a new small group. Leading a small group is not difficult.  If you can welcome new people, 

follow-along with a book, or read scripture, then you can lead a small group as well!  If you would be 

interested in leading a group, please contact Jessica Peacock at smallgoups@hicksumc.org or at 

(814) 935-1579. 

Kelly Hartman will be offering a new small group 

beginning Saturday, September 21
st
 at the 

church.   

This will be a women’s small group focusing on 

the book “Breathe” by Priscilla Shirer.  The group 

will meet from 9:00 am to 11:00 am Saturday 

mornings through November.   

Look for more information and a sign-up sheet in 

your email, on Facebook, and at the Welcome 

Desk! 

New Small Group starting September 21
st

 

mailto:smallgoups@hicksumc.org


 

Mission Trip to Ensenada, Mexico 

Wesley Forest Church Camp 

Our 2019 Mexico Mission Trip successfully completed a house build for a single mom and her five 

children as well as a VBS and feeding program for children in a local church community August 3rd-

10th. Thank you for financially supporting this team as well as keeping them in their prayers during 

their travels. Thank you all for showing us #whatloveis!  

Elementary and Junior/Senior High kids from Hicks UMC had another amazing week of Church 

Camp at Wesley Forest July 21st-July 26th. Your financial support allowed this church to pay half of 

the camp registration fees for 41 of our kids this summer. Thank you all for your support of the 

camping ministry! 



 

New 11:00 Praise Band Leader: MEET JULIE HANLON 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN. Our Septem-

ber meeting will be Saturday, September 21 

when we host the District UMW meeting. Watch 

for more details in the September bulletins.  

 

AMERICAN RESCUE WORKERS NEEDS.  

The shelves are very bare at the ARW.  Items 

needed are: Ramen Noodles, pasta sauce, 

pasta or spaghetti noodles, cereal/oatmeal, 

canned pasta, canned tuna or chicken,      

Hamburger Helper, boxed mashed potatoes, 

baking items (cake mixes, brownie mix, Jell-O, 

pudding), toilet tissue, bar soap, shampoo, 

toothpaste.  Items can be placed in the         

donation station basket labeled ARW. 

 

ARW FUNDRAISER.  The ARW is seeking 

donations for a new building to be built at the 

rear of their Mulberry Street location in         

Hollidaysburg.  It will be used for fundraising to 

support ARW service and community projects.  

They are selling personalized tiles that will be 

displayed in the new building.  Order forms with 

more information is on Welcome Desk. 

 

SECURITY MONITOR VOLUNTEERS.       

Volunteers are needed to implement our new 

security measures at all three services.  A sign-

up sheet for the month of July is on the       

Welcome Desk.  There is also a small reminder 

sheet with the duties of the security monitor 

with the sign-up sheet.  Please see Greg   

Ackinclose with any questions. 

In Brief 

Julie Hanlon received a B.M. in Voice         

Performance from Susquehanna University 

and a M.M. in Opera Performance from Florida 

State University.  Julie performs as a soloist 

and guest artist throughout the area and is   

active as a performer in local community     

theater.  Some of her favorite roles performed 

with the Altoona Community Theater are    

Donna in Mamma Mia, Maria in The Sound of 

Music, Hope in Urinetown, and "Julie" in the 

award-winning production of ACT's Smokey 

Joe's Cafe.  Julie is often a guest soloist with 

The Academy of Sacred Music's Choral       

Institute under the direction of Robert Long and 

the Lenten Box "Bach" Lunch Concert Series 

at Providence Presbyterian Church with Asa 

Carns. After spending 15 years as a music 

teacher, Julie recently switched to the financial 

industry and works as a Branch Office Administrator for Edward Jones. She is the director of the 

Contemporary Choir at St. Michael's Catholic Church and is the founder and director of a female 

trio, 3 Four One which performs in local churches.  The trio is also working on completing a CD of 

original music which they hope to release in Spring of 2020. Julie is married to Bill, who is a Physi-

cal Therapist and is the mom of Lucy who will be in 6th grade this year. 
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Taking the Church to the Evergreen Manor Ministry 

I just want to say I am so thankful for our church.  The 11:00am service at Evergreen on Sunday, 

August 4th went so well.  There were about eighty people in attendance.  It was warm but tolerable 

(no rain!).  The folks at Evergreen were so appreciative of us being there.  There are times in the life 

of the church that people say things and do things that make us wince.  Sometimes those things 

come from someone other than the pastor.  But that day I saw the church being great.   

I am so proud of the Hicks folks who showed up when we said we are having church “over there” as 

opposed to our nice air conditioned building.  They showed up.  They were engaged.  They 

served.  They showed hospitality. They met their neighbors.  It just felt cool being there.  It felt like 

that elusive thing called Community.  I don’t want to oversell or read too much into one event, but 

the Spirit was there and it was real.  

A big thank you to Julie Hanlon and the 11:00 Praise Band for a great job.  Thanks to Tommy  

Virsack for the not so easy job of providing sound to a band and speaker outside on a hot black 

top.  Thanks to all who helped with the service and picnic like Nancy Cherry, Brigid Dodson, and 

Heidi & Paul Fogle. And of course, a huge thanks to Allyce Fogle who coordinated the whole 

thing.  Who knew she was such a rock star? 

The September dates for the Evergreen Manor Dinner Church Ministry 

are September 3rd and 17th at 6:00pm. Please contact Rich at  

richmorris@atlanticbb.net if you’d like to volunteer. 



Wear your favorite team gear and join us at 11:00am on Sunday, 

September 15th at our annual Outdoor Tailgate Service. The ser-

vice will be held at our Church Pavilion with a picnic lunch immedi-

ately following. All are welcome to join us for this fun, casual time 

of fellowship. The service will be at our Church Pavilion with a pic-

nic lunch immediately following.  The church will provide pulled 

pork sandwiches, grilled hotdogs, and beverages.  Please bring a 

side dish or dessert along with your lawn chairs. In case of rain, 

everything will be moved inside.  Parents, out of respect for others 

worshiping, please do not allow your children in the play area dur-

ing our worship service.  Please RSVP with number attending and 

side dish/dessert at the Welcome Desk. 

 

ANNUAL OUTDOOR TAILGATE SERVICE: SEPTEMBER 15 



Many Thanks 

“And let us consider how we may spur one 

another on toward love and good deeds,
  
not 

giving up meeting together, as some are in 

the habit of doing, but encouraging one an-

other—and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching.”—Hebrews 10:24-25 

It’s time. The year has dwindled into a count-

down of months, weeks, and now days. 

Soon, I will begin seminary.  

It’s kind of funny how things work out. As a 

kid, I wouldn’t have guessed that I’d become 

a pastor.  Many of you know that I had plans 

to become a teacher.  The internship posi-

tion at Hicks has changed my life and direc-

tion.  

Before I go, I had to say thank you to each of 

you.  For 24 years ( I’m counting time served 

inside the womb here) this church has been 

my home. You’ve been my family. You’ve 

loved me as God has asked the church to 

love others. You’ve mentored me through 

joyful times, illness, and heartaches. You’ve 

loved me when I began living a new life in 

Christ, and you’ve loved me as I’ve faltered 

so frequently along the way. I know that God 

has used people in this church to teach me 

some important lessons. 

Attending seminary would not be possible 

without your support. I know that as I enter a 

new stage, I am leaving a piece of my heart 

at Hicks. There’s a quote that says,” How 

lucky I am to have something that makes 

saying goodbye so hard.” How pertinent. 

There is so much vibrancy in this church. I 

see it when I’m working in the office with a 

staff of genuine, kind people. I catch glimps-

es of it when I hear the young adults speak 

at Bible study.  I saw this energy when our 

community joined Evergreen Manor in Sun-

day worship.  

Continue to keep the door open for every-

one…you never know the impact you might 

make. We have the great blessing to be in-

cluded to join Christ in his mission to trans-

form the world. The door needs to be open 

for others to come in, but also for our con-

gregation to go outside to reach the commu-

nity.  

I will think of you often, Hicks. Thank you for 

everything!  

In Christ, 

Allyce Fogle, Hicks UMC Ministry Assistant 



 A “Roar”-ing Good Time at VBS 

OUR MISSION: Our Children's Ministry's purpose is to assist 

parents with  their children's life long journey to know, love and follow 

Jesus.  We want to connect children to God and to each other as we 

teach and equip them to become disciples and create community. 

Weekly Children’s Church: 9:30 & 11:00am 



OUR MISSION: 

Our Children's Ministry's 

purpose is to assist parents 

with  their children's life 

long journey to know, love 

and follow Jesus.  We want 

to connect children to God 

and to each other as we 

teach and equip them to 

become disciples and 

create community. 

 

YOUR HELP IS 

NEEDED: 

Are you able to serve 

during the month of 

September? I’m in need of 

Leaders and Helpers for all 

of our Children’s Ministry 

classes. 

PLEASE consider 

volunteering so we can 

continue to offer the same 

amount of classes each 

week. If you are free please 

let me know your 

availability and class 

preference and I’ll plug you 

in the schedule.  

Thank you so much for your 

faithful service. 

Sunday, September 8th will be “Promotion Sunday” for all 

students in our Children’s Church and Sunday School Classes. At 

our 9:30 & 11:00am Worship services, children being promoted to 

the next level of Children’s Church will be recognized on stage 

and presented with a small gift. A “Back to School Party” is also 

being planned in our Social Hall for this day and will immediately 

follow the 11:00am service (approx. 12:15pm). ALL children and 

their families in our Children’s Ministry are invited to attend even if 

your child was not promoted. Pizza and Ice Cream Sundaes will 

be provided.  

 

Our Champions 4 Christ Boys Group and our Friends ‘n Faith 

Girls Group will both have their first meeting for the school year 

on Sunday, September 22nd at 6:00pm in our Social Hall. 

Champions 4 Christ is open to all boys in the community in 

grades 1st-6
th
; Friends ‘n Faith is open to all girls in grades 3rd-

6th. Contact Katie at katie@hicksumc.org or register online at 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/elementary-groups-2019  

Elementary Groups Begin September 22 

Promotion Sunday is September 8th 

mailto:katie@hicksumc.org
https://vbspro.events/p/events/elementary-groups-2019


HYF will be having an informational meeting for all new 

youth and their families Sunday, August 25
th
 at 12:15 in 

the church basement. Food will be provided. All current 

youth group members are invited as well. Please let  

Jason know if you plan to attend; there will be a signup 

sheet on the Welcome Desk.  

 

 

 

Sunday, Sept 8
th
 our youth group meetings will resume 

for the fall. Youth Group will be most Sunday nights from 

5:30-7PM. Youth group is for all youth grades 7-12. If 

there are families that would like more information on 

Youth Group, please contact Jason Garman.  

 
For any questions or more information, please contact 
Jason at: 
 
Email: Jgarman09@Yahoo.com 
Phone: 814-931-4208 

Hicks Youth Fellowship  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
August 25

th
  

New Youth Meeting 
12:15-1:30  
 

Sept 8
th

  
Youth Group Begins 
5:30-7:00 
 

Sept 15
th

  
Youth Group 5:30-7 
 

Sept 22
nd

  
Youth Group 5:30-7 
 

Sept 29
th

  
Youth Group 5:30-7 

Fall Youth Group Begins 

New Youth Meeting 
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Happy Aug/Sept Birthday to You 

AUGUST 

Briana Albarano   8/1 

Karen Gardner   8/1 

Emma Meadows  8/2 

Don Steele    8/2 

Maxine Slagle   8/2 

Betty Sensabaugh  8/3 

Don Dicken    8/5 

Caitlin Forshey   8/6 

Carson Kensinger  8/8 

Adelyn Nelson   8/8 

Graden Jones   8/9 

Leah Kratzer    8/9 

Brandon Eger   8/13 

Carol Faust    8/13 

Nicky Robison   8/13 

Karrey Walters   8/13 

Tori Acker     8/14 

Becky Rettig    8/14 

Cooper Venios   8/14 

Denise Catherman  8/15 

Pearl Weyant   8/15 

Doreen Bowser   8/18 

Katie Guise     8/18 

Luella England   8/19 

Edward Jackson  8/19 

Isaac Watt     8/20 

Muriel Woomer    8/24 

Craig Bathurst   8/25 

Lydia Cidor    8/25 

Brian Dodson   8/26 

Chasadi Jones    8/26 

Samuel Dunkle    8/27 

John Brannock    8/28 

Paul Fogle     8/29 

SEPTEMBER 

Lauren Sidney      9/3  

Jennifer Morris      9/4  

James Sensabaugh    9/4  

Dominick Watt      9/7  

Beverly Clapper     9/11  

John  Frazier      9/11  

Chelsey Walters     9/12  

Caleb Jandora      9/13  

Brigid Dodson      9/16  

Maddie Meadows     9/16 

Meghan Cutshall     9/17  

Megan Gilles      9/18  

Olivia Merriman     9/19  

Braelyn Fleck     9/20                                     

Ruth Stonerook     9/20  

Suzi Brannock      9/21  

Lori Kratzer       9/21  

Addison Perrin      9/22  

Gwyn O'Brien      9/23  

Hazel Irwin       9/24  

Hans Senne       9/24  

Dick Shaw       9/26  

Sharon Zelem      9/26  

Craig Brennecke     9/27  

Mildred Pincher     9/27  

Kassie Salyards     9/27  

Tyler Garman      9/28  

Philip Fleck       9/29  

Joe Zelem       9/30  

Linda Zimmerman     9/30 

Missed your birthday? We’re sorry! 

Send us your birthdate to Nancy  

Cherry at office@hicksumc.org so we 

can update our database! 



OUR STAFF 

 

Rev. Rich Morris, Pastor 

Cathy Baird, Sexton 
Bob Baird, Building Superintendent  
Nancy Cherry, Church Secretary 
Jolene Cidor, Financial Secretary 
Heidi Fogle, Treasurer 
Jason Garman, Youth Director 
Katie Guise, Children’s Ministry Director 
Julie Hanlon, 11:00 Praise Band Leader 
Billie Jo Jackson, Nursery Coordinator 
Jessica Peacock, Discipleship/Outreach  
Robin Ritchey, Assimilation 
Elaine Mallory, Organist 
Sandy Steele, Choir Director 

Most of you are not aware that I have been 

working on a Doctorate in Community Care and 

Counseling.  While still in the beginning stages, I 

was able to complete a second Master’s Degree 

in Pastoral Counseling (my first is in marriage 

and family counseling).   

I will slowly begin to transition out of the role of 

Small Groups Coordinator to focus on beginning 

a counseling ministry here at the church.  It is 

my hope that I will be able to offer coaching and 

counseling support through scheduled            

appointments within the church.  The goal of this ministry is for those that need an ear to listen or 

someone for support during difficult times.  I will not be providing therapy, but will provide referrals 

for therapy when pastoral counseling support is unable to provide the help needed.   

As we get closer to offering this ministry, I will provide more information.  In addition, we will provide 

more information regarding the opportunity to become our small groups coordinator!  

Sincerely, Jessica Peacock, Discipleship/Outreach  

New Small Group Coordinator needed 

http://www.hicksumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/hicksunitedmethodist/
https://www.instagram.com/hicksunitedmethodistchurch/

