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CONTINUED ON NEXT PG. 

“People who        

remember what 

God has done      

become people who 

experience what 

God is doing.”  

Rich Morris, Pastor Continued on next page. 

When God Shows Up 

He wasn’t feeling well.  There was that health scare a few 

years back.  He was now in the hospital for a procedure 

and he was a little scared.  But as they were preparing 

him for the procedure he later recalled, “feeling a peace 

come over me.  And immediately I felt better.”  Soon after 

he realized it happened at the same time his small group 

was praying for him.   

This is what some call “a God moment.”  It is a moment in 

life when you know that the Lord has stepped in and  

intervened in some way.  The biggest moments like this 

we call miracles.  But even the smaller ones seem  

significant.  Would you call what happened to our friend a 

miracle?  If you are grading on “importance”, I can assure 

you, it was important to him, important that he felt better 

and his life was not in danger.  Whether you call it a  

miracle or not may be beside the point.  I think there are 

many such moments in our lives that we tend to  

recognize if we have faith in Christ and we view our lives 

through the lens of this faith.   



Hicks Counseling/Coaching Ministry 

We are excited to introduce a new ministry  

outreach aimed at providing support to our church 

community. Counseling & Coaching services will 

now be available at no cost for those looking for 

support as they work to OVERCOME, ADJUST 

and MOVE FORWARD. 

 

The Hicks Counseling/Coaching ministry is meant 

to be a starting point for connection and support.   

For those seeking to link to community support 

and additional services or those in need of more 

specific help, referral information for local  

resources will be provided.    

 
For more information or to make an appointment contact: 
Jessica Peacock 
(814) 421-5105 

Advertisement:  The man is in a small group who was praying for him.  Prayer 

changes things.  Small groups also change things.  People in small groups care for 

each other.  People in small groups feel cared for, tend to be happier, and research 

shows, even live longer.  Small groups save lives!  Just sayin’.   

Back to our program:  I mention this story to you to introduce our Sermon  

Series for January, When God Shows Up.  We are going to look at a few of the times 

in Scripture that God showed up for ordinary people in powerful ways.  These stories 

still have the power to increase our faith and shape us.  People who remember what 

God has done become people who experience what God is doing now.  Of course, at 

Christmas we celebrate the preeminent time God showed up in the birth of Jesus 

Christ.  His incarnation, becoming flesh, shows us how much God loves us.  May your 

soul rejoice in God your Savior this Christmas.  Please join us for Christmas Eve  

Worship and join us after Christmas for more God moments. 

See you in worship, 

Rich 

Pastor Rich Morris 

“When God Shows Up” continued from pg. 1 



A Tea with a Twist was enjoyed by 21 
ladies at the November meeting of the 
UMW.  On Dec. 12 a salad luncheon 
will be held at the home of Susie Ri-
denour.  In addition to some Christmas 
fun, they will be bringing items for the 
ARW food pantry. Meet at the church 
to carpool at 11:45. If you have not 
signed up to attend, contact Susie at 
695-7902.   

It has been a successful year for our 
unit and funds raised through offering 
envelopes made it possible to support 
many mission projects.  Thank you for 
your donations. 

United Methodist Women 

Family Services: 
Thank you for thinking of us by donating 
$1,000.00 to Family Services Incorporated.  We 
recognize that there are many organizations 
that you could choose to give to and we truly 
appreciate your generosity.  Looking back over 
the 90 years that Family Services, Inc. has had 
a presence in the community, it is clear that any 
success we have achieved is due to the kind-
ness of our supporters.  Your donation makes 
you part of our history, a legacy of caring that 
will continue through generations to come!   
 
With much gratitude.   
Lisa Hann, Executive Director 
 
United Methodist Home for Children: 
Christmas is a time of happiness and excite-
ment and it’s the same at the United Methodist 
Home for Children (UMHC), a Board of Child 
Care program.  The programs at BCC’s Me-
chanicsburg campus offer an extensive range of 
services to meet the unique and often complex 
needs of those we serve.  Our staff provides 
healing and recovery utilizing therapeutic inter-
ventions that are trauma informed.  As a team 
they bring our purpose statement – enriching 
communities, one family at a time – to life, and 
we could not be prouder of both the efforts of 
the staff and the kids.  Your generosity ensures 
a brighter holiday now as well as support 
throughout the coming New Year. On behalf of 
the youth and their families who benefit most 
from your kind gift, we thank you. 
 

BackYard Club Ministries: 
Thankyou so much for you financial support to 
Backyard Club Ministries. We are blessed to 
have God’s family help us spread his love to 
others.  
 
Thanks again, Kevin & Lisa Dellape 
 
Mission Central: 
Thank you for your donation of $2000 on Nov. 
19th. Mission Central can only exist through 
generosity like yours. One warehouse in Me-
chanicsburg Pennsylvania is able to help mil-
lions of people every year throughout the world 
thanks to partners like you. One such individual 
touched by Mission Central said, “I don’t de-
serve all this special treatment that yo uare do-
ing for me. To know I have someone out ther 
looking after me, tending to a baic need of mine, 
is truly a blessed thing. I don’t know how to 
show my appreciation to you. You are pretty 
amazing being dedicated to help as many peo-
ple as you can. I’m sure all those people you 
touch feel blessed as well. Whether it’s an or-
phan in Haiti, a victim of abuse in Zimbabwe, a 
child living in poverty in Pennsylvania, or a fami-
ly who lost everything to a fire in Louisiana, the 
sentiment is frequently the same. YOU are mak-
ing a difference, and YOU are changing lives.  
 
Thank you,  
Hope Harrision 
Executive Director 
 
 

Thank You Hicks UMC 



JOB DESCRIPTION 
The Administrative Assistant will provide administra-
tive support for the Pastor and other staff and  
ministry areas as needed, and act as receptionist for 
the church. As the first contact with the community, 
this person is the “face” of the church and is  
responsible for providing a welcoming, confidential, 
and Christian environment for all visitors of the 
church during office hours.  
 
 Greet all visitors and provide information and  

assistance for all telephone, email, and in-person 
requests.  

 Open church mail and distribute accordingly to 
pastor, staff, and committee members.  

 Assist in drafting and typing letters, reports,  
records, etc. as needed for pastor, staff, and  
committee members. 

 Maintain a master calendar of all church activities 
events taking place in church facilities.  

 Gather information, type, proofread, print, fold, 
and distribute 250 weekly bulletins. 

 Gather articles, design, create, edit, and publish 
the monthly church newsletter.    

 Maintain and update spreadsheet of mailing lists, 
birthdays, and committees.  

 Maintain church website and online social media.   
 Order curriculum material and other supplies 

needed for the church as directed by staff.  
 Send reminder postcards to ushers, greeters, and 

committee members of their monthly service 
times and meeting dates if requested. 

 Record deaths, new members, births, baptisms, 
and transfers of membership utilizing church  
database. 

 Prepare wedding and funeral bulletins for events 
taking place in church facilities. 

 Design brochures and flyers as requested by  
pastor, staff, and committees.  

 Order and maintain an adequate inventory of  
office supplies.  

 Maintain office equipment and arrange for repairs 
when necessary.  

 Send out welcome letters to guests as directed by 
the Assimilation Team. 

 Attend monthly staff meetings.  
 Assist with other duties as assigned  
 
QUALIFICATIONS 
 Prior administrative experience in an office setting  

preferred. 
 Qualified candidates must possess strong verbal 

and written communication skills as well as  
 organizational skills and the ability to multi-task 

and work independently.  
 Proficiency in MS Office programs required  
 Must submit and obtain Child Protection  

Background Clearances. Must also submit  
fingerprints for FBI clearance.  

 
POSITION DETAILS 
Part-time position, 16 hours per week. Hours are 
Tues-Friday, 9:00am-1:00pm.     

APPLICATIONS 
Please submit all resumes via email to 
office@hicksumc.org or mail to the church: 
Hicks UMC 
1211 Third Avenue 
PO Box 385 
Duncansville, PA  16635 
 
DEADLINE 
All applications must be submitted by January 15th, 
2020. 

Now Hiring: Church Administrative Assistant 

We are excited to announce our upcoming Capital Campaign for Ministry. 

Our goal is to raise $200, 000 by May 3rd. My hope is that we will give you, 

through teaching, example, encouragement, and opportunity, things that will 

impact your life with God’s wisdom and blessing.  Over the next six months 

you will hear testimony and example from folks who struggle with the same 

financial and spiritual issues you do and yet have made real progress.  You 

will also hear about some of the specific needs we hope to address to further 

the ministry of the church, facility needs, staff needs, program and missional 

needs.  Please begin to pray for this Campaign and pray about your involve-

ment and response.  I believe this will be a great time of growth for our 

church, if we will listen and obey the Spirit of God.  If you have ideas or 

questions about the Campaign, please feel free to contact me or one of the 

other Stewardship Team members:  Craig Brennecke, Paul Good, Donna 

Bon, Sam Dunkle, Chris Weidley, and Bob Baird.  

Thank you for your support. Rich Morris, Pastor 

2020 Capital Campaign for Ministry  



The Whole Created World Waits and Hopes 
for the Coming of Christ 
 
The good news of Jesus Christ is good news for 
all the world –   even plants, animals, and the 
earth itself. All Earth is Waiting   invites us to ex-
plore the familiar Advent themes of hope, prepa-
ration, joy, and peace with the reconciliation of 
the heavens and the earth in mind. Katie Z. Daw-
son calls us to consider how all creation longs for 
the coming of Christ, highlighting our responsibil-
ity to care for this earth in preparation for Christ’s 
return. 
 
This is a different perspective of what the coming 
of Christ means to the entire World using pas-
sages long associated with Advent and less fa-
miliar ones. It will be a different take on the Good 
News that engages the mind and can reach into 
the heart. 
 
Each week will include scripture, sharing, study 
questions from the Chapter and prayer. 
 
The class meets at 9:30, Sunday mornings, 
downstairs in the Social Hall. Take the parking 
lot stairs to the Basement of the Church Building, 
then the first left through the Kitchen and either 
of the Kitchen doors into the classroom. 

New Kitchen Class Advent Study 

Clean out your closets and get ready to purge 
your unwanted items. The Mexico Mission Trip is 
again seeking donations for their upcoming Mis-
sion Trip in August, 2020. 

The 2020 Mexico Mission Team will be holding a 
yard sale on Saturday, January 25

th
, 2020 from 

8am – 1pm at Hicks UMC in the social hall. 

Donation drop offs will only be accepted during 
the following dates/times: 

 Sunday, Jan. 19
th
 12pm - 1pm 

 Monday, Jan. 20
th
 5pm – 7pm 

 Tuesday, Jan. 21
st
 10am -12pm & 5pm – 7pm 

 Wednesday, Jan. 22
nd

 5pm – 7pm  

Gently used clothing will also be accepted. 

Mexico Mission Trip: January Yard Sale 



New Shut-In Team 

Shut-In Team.  The shut-in team has recently 

reorganized to better serve our shut-in communi-

ty.  Our goal is to visit every shut-in at least every 

two months, and if they desire, bring them com-

munion consecrated by Pastor Rich on commun-

ion Sundays. People can be members of a 

church for decades and then become sick, in-

firmed and no longer able to get out.   

We want no shut-in to feel alone, or separated 

from their church family in often what is their 

greatest time of need.   

The shut-in team exists to bring love, encourage-

ment, and the hope of the Holy Spirit to these 

people. REMEMBER, IF YOU DON’T TELL THE 

CHURCH OFFICE SOMEONE HAS BECOME A  

SHUT-IN, WE DON’T KNOW. 

In Brief 

QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION GIVING. If you are age 

70 1/2 or older, consider making a Qualified Charitable Distribution 

(QCD) this year to Hicks UMC—tax free! For the charitable distribu-

tion to be tax-free qualified, please have the check payable directly 

to Hicks UMC and not you the owner. For questions on QCD giving, 

contact Finance Committee member Paul Good at (814) 932-6599 

or goodpw@hotmail.com. 

 

2020 ALTAR FLOWER SIGN UP SHEET.  Flowers are displayed 

in vases by the altar table each week.  You can sponsor the flowers 

(for 2 week periods) by signing the Flower Chart sign-up sheet on 

the Welcome Desk and indicate who the flowers are in memory of or in honor of. The donor and the 

honoree are acknowledged in the weekly bulletin.  The cost of the flowers is $50 and payable to 

Debbie Treese. 

 

VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION.  Sign-up sheets on Welcome Desk for a bus trip to see “Esther” at 

Sight N Sound Theatre – April 16, 2020. 

HOLIDAY CONCERT.  2nd Avenue United Methodist Church at 130 2
nd

 Ave., Altoona will be 

hosting a holiday concert by the Altoona Brass Collective on Sunday, Dec. 15
th
 at 2:30pm.  A free 

offering will be taken for folks in the community in need.  

 

DOVE TREE.  Instead of sending Christmas cards to your church family, we invite you to 

make a donation to the Mechanicsburg Children’s Home by signing a dove and hanging it on the 

tree in the chapel.  Checks should be made to Hicks UMC, marked Dove Tree and placed in an en-

velope by the tree. 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICES.  Christmas Eve Worship Services will be held at 

Hicks on December 24
th
 at the following times:  

5:00pm – Children & Family Worship  

7:30pm – Traditional Worship 

11:00pm -  Traditional Worship 

In Brief 



Christmas Eve Family Service: 5:00pm 

OUR MISSION: Our Children's Ministry's purpose is to assist 

parents with  their children's life long journey to know, love and follow 

Jesus.  We want to connect children to God and to each other as we 

teach and equip them to become disciples and create community. 

Weekly Children’s Church: 9:30 & 11:00am 

Our 2019 Christmas Eve Family Worship service will be at 5:00pm on 

Tuesday, December 24th. Children ages 3 through 6th can still be involved 

in this service as an angel, shepherd, Praise Dancers, Christ candle lighter 

or greeter. Please contact Children’s Ministry Director Katie Guise at 

Katie@hicksumc.org if your child would like to participate. 



Volunteering at Rescue Mission \ Members of the Hollidaysburg 

Youth Ministerium will be volunteering at the Hollidaysburg Res-

cue Mission Wednesday, December 11
th
 from 6-8PM. Youth will 

meet in the church parking lot at 6 PM. and we will head over as a 

group to one of the two sites. Youth can be picked back up at the 

church at 8:15 PM. If there are youth that live close to one of the 

rescue missions’ sites parents can pick them up there at 8 PM.  

 

Youth Christmas Party  

Our annual Hicks Youth Christmas Party will be held Sunday De-

cember 20
th
 from 5-7:30PM at the Cutshall Residence. All youth in 

grades 7-12 our encouraged to attend. We always have a nice 

time together right before our break for the Christmas Season. 

Food will be provided as well.  

 

Games Night  

On Friday, January 3
rd

 HYF will be hosting a, “Games Night in the 

church basement from 5:30-8PM. Our games night has always 

been a popular activity for our youth. Youth will have the oppor-

tunity to play a variety of board games, video games, and other 

strategy games. This is a great event for youth to bring friends 

and have an entertaining evening of fellowship with each other. 

Dinner will be provided as well!!! 

 

Winter Retreat  

HYF’s Winter Retreat will be held Jan 24-26
th
. This is by far one of 

the most popular activities that we participate in throughout the 

year. The Retreat is held at Wesley Forest United Methodist 

Camp. All youth in grades 7-12 are highly encouraged to attend 

this weekend and bring friends a Cost is $20 and youth will also 

need to fill out a medical form/permission slip as well.  

Hicks Youth Fellowship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 15
th
  

Youth Group 5:30-7PM 

 

December 22nd 

Youth Christmas Party at  

Cutshall Residence 5-7:30PM 

 

December 29
th
  

No Youth Group  

 

January 3
rd

  

Games Night 5:30-8PM  

 

January 5
th
  

No Youth Group  

 

January 12
th
  

Youth Group 5:30-7PM 

 

January 19
th
  

Youth Group 5:30-7PM 

 

January 24
th
-26

th
  

Winter Retreat Wesley Forest  

Meet at 4:30pm 

Event Info 



Happy December Birthday to You 

Dec. 1 Jolene Cidor  

Dec. 5 Nancy Walters  

Dec. 7 Rick Gibson  

Dec. 7 Jason Garman  

Dec. 8 Kyle Lindsey 

Dec. 9 Darcie Frazier  

Dec. 10 Zachary Kephart  

Dec. 11 Brian Linderman  

Dec. 11 Bill Robison  

Dec. 11 Jack Stewart  

Dec. 12 Sofia Fanelli  

Dec. 12 Holly Guise  

Dec. 13 Harry Brown  

Dec. 14 Jerry Disney  

Dec. 15 Tricia Priel  

Dec. 15 Rachel Cidor  

Dec. 15 Faye Virsack  

Dec. 16 Jenna Zelem 

Dec. 19 Leo Fanelli 

Dec. 19 Luca Fanelli  

Dec. 19 Heidi Fogle  

Dec. 19 Bob Lenhart  

Dec. 20 Brent Simpson  

Dec. 20 Casey Walters  

Dec. 21 Michelle Smith  

Dec. 22 Allyce Fogle  

Dec. 23 Clark Monahan  

Dec. 24 Mary Jo Campolong  

Dec. 24 Chris Linderman  

Dec. 25 Denise Latoche  

Dec. 27 Caroline Gilles  

Dec. 29 Leah DePetro  

Dec. 30 Steven Neely 

Missed a Week in Worship or want to re-listen to a favorite message?  

Visit the “Messages” tab on our Hicksumc.org web site to catch up. 

Send us your birthdate to 

Nancy  Cherry at  

office@hicksumc.org so we 

can update our database! 

https://www.hicksumc.org/messages


OUR STAFF 

 

Rev. Rich Morris, Pastor 

Cathy Baird, Sexton 
Bob Baird, Building Superintendent  
Nancy Cherry, Church Secretary 
Jolene Cidor, Financial Secretary 
Heidi Fogle, Treasurer 
Jason Garman, Youth Director 
Katie Guise, Children’s Ministry Director 
Julie Hanlon, 11:00 Praise Band Leader 
Billie Jo Jackson, Nursery Coordinator 
Robin Ritchey, Assimilation 
Elaine Mallory, Organist 
Sandy Steele, Choir Director 
Jeromy McCorriston, Ministry Intern 

Celebrate Christmas Eve at Hicks UMC 

5:00pm  7:30pm  11:00pm

http://www.hicksumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/hicksunitedmethodist/
https://www.instagram.com/hicksunitedmethodistchurch/

