
Wish You Were Here 
We were doing research on our long-time members for All Saints Sunday.  

When I say “we were doing it” I mean, of course, Nancy, my administrative 

assistant, was doing it.  She remarked to me that we have a large member-

ship (almost 600) and of that membership, there are quite a few people on 

our membership role who are not active here at Hicks. 

“Where are they?” she asked. 

Where indeed.  There is no single answer to where inactive members have 

gone.  Some have moved out of the area.  Others have moved on to other 

churches and forgot to tell us.  I have said before that “I could fill this church 

again with the people that have come and gone here.”  That is a perspec-

tive that comes with being a pastor in one place for a long time.  I will also 

say this is the nature of any volunteer organization and this is the nature of 

the church.  People are coming and going all the time.   

Just as people don’t know they are coming here before they actually do, 

sometimes people that are here don’t always know they are leaving in ad-

vance of them, well, leaving.  Sometimes, the church no longer fits who 

they are.   

Sometimes people just need to go.  I get it.  (Side note: when this happens, 

give me a call, write me a note – tell us why so we can learn and be better).   

But oftentimes, a person’s reason for leaving the church actually has little 

or nothing to do with the church.  There are things going on in their lives 

and their participation at Church becomes collateral damage.  Sometimes, 

an encouraging word from a spiritual friend can make a big difference.  

Timothy Keller says that we are all “either moving closer to 
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“We are all either 

moving closer to 

God or farther away 

from God at any one 

time in our lives…”   

- Timothy Keller 

Rich Morris, Pastor 



God or farther away from God” at any one time in our lives.  So one 

thing we can do for each other is give an encouraging and timely word 

like, “Hey, I haven’t seen you at church lately.   

Is everything okay?’ 

Just knowing you are missed is something.  One of the things I like 

about Hicks is that our three worship services are small enough that 

you can get to know a lot of folks by face and name.   

Maybe you can’t know everyone, but you certainly need not feel like 

just an anonymous face in the crowd.  No one should feel that way.  

Let someone know that you’ve missed them at church.  Give someone 

a call and invite them to meet you there this Sunday.  Of course, that 

means you need to be there too.    

Let’s all be there and see what God might do. 

See you in worship, 

Rich Morris, pastor 

 

Young Adult Small Group 
Do you know of a young adult who is looking to be plugged in to an 

area of the church? As a young adult, are you looking for a way to con-

nect with other individuals your age?  

Here at Hicks, young adults have the chance to meet once a month for 

an evening of fun. On November 9th at 7:00 P.M. individuals starting 

their first year of college to age thirty are invited to attend our first in-

door game night! Please invite friends and family members! Here at 

Hicks, we aspire to grow young bringing new disciples into our commu-

nity each day. For more information about our young adults group, 

contact Allyce Fogle at adf101@francis.edu.  

United  
Methodist 
Women  
Meeting 
Wednesday, Nov. 14 (note date 

change). “Thanksgiving Devo-

tional” Presented by Donna 

Fruth. Noon in Church Social 

Hall. The meeting is a covered 

dish luncheon; come and enjoy 

fun and fellowship with friends! 

New members always welcome. 

 

 

 

November 
M&M  
Monday, Nov. 19. American 

Rescue Mission. Scotch Valley 

Road Hollidaysburg. 9:00am—

12:00pm. Help is needed to sort 

food after the Boy Scout food 

drive. Lunch will follow at  Wen-

dy's in Duncansville at noon. 

 

 
 

 

DECEMBER M&M: Monday, 

Dec. 3. Mission Central Hub in 

Altoona. 1:00-3:00pm. Lunch at 

Best Way Pizza in Duncansville 

at noon. All are welcome to the 

meal, the ministry, or both. 

UMW: Faith, Hope, Love in Action 
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“We don’t always understand why the job isn’t coming, the 

healing isn’t transpiring, or what the purpose of all this 

waiting is supposed to teach us.”  

Waiting…it’s not quite as prevalent in our lives anymore, is it?  

Growing up in an environment where everything can be accessed 

quickly has been a blessing and a curse. We save time, money and 

energy, all of which are precious commodities. We also lose pa-

tience and want instant gratification. Advertising companies have a 

name for us: the “want it now” generation.  

I can think of no better example of how exasperated we become 

when we are required to wait than when we have to stand in a store 

line. You hop in the checkout line and you realize…you’ve chosen 

the slow line. It takes FOREVER (usually about five minutes longer 

than you had hoped to be there) to get checked out and headed 

home. We hate to wait. 

When we make a request to 

God, it’s so easy to praise and 

glorify Him when we see an 

immediate answer. It’s when 

we have to wait on His timing 

that the frustration and anger 

creeps into our minds. Like our 

water, technology, and diet pro-

grams; we want our prayers 

answered fast, ready, and now.  

Nobody is blaming anyone here 

for feeling these emotions. 

Feeling is not a sin (Ephesians 

4:26). We don’t always under-

stand why the job isn’t coming, 

the healing isn’t transpiring, or 

what the purpose of all this 

waiting is supposed to teach 

us. We can feel sad, angry, di-

rectionless, or even hopeless. 

In the book of Exodus, the Isra-

elites were forced into slavery 

under the cruel grip of Pharaoh. 

Beaten, starved, and demoral-

ized, the Israelites were asked 

to believe in God’s promise that 

they would one day return to 

the Promised Land free from 

bondage. This promise took 

generations to come to fruition. 

Imagine how God’s people felt 

waiting and waiting for things to 

change. On the last day of the 

430th year, 600,000 men 

alongside women and children 

began their journey to their 

homeland out of Egypt (Exodus 

12: 37 and 40-41). That’s a lot 

of people!  

430 years…today, that would 

be well over four life spans. 

Take a moment to consider the 

ways in which God was work-

ing on behalf of His people 

throughout those hundreds of 

years. First, he gave the Israel-

ites a leader (Moses).  

If you’ll remember, Moses 

should have been killed along-

side the other Hebrew baby 

boys after Pharaoh’s decree, 

but instead he was protected 

by the Pharaoh’s daughter. 

The Jeremiah Millennial Blog 
Allyce Fogle, Ministry Staff  

Allyce Fogle, Ministry Staff  
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God also gifted the Israelites 

with a growing population. 

Waiting generations to fulfill a 

promise meant that there 

would be generations of peo-

ple able to worship God. 

That’s why more than 

600,000 people were able to 

escape their slavery.  

God also provided Moses and 

his brother Aaron with the 

wisdom to approach Pharaoh 

and request the release the 

people of Israel to worship 

God. Pharaoh, as we know, 

turned the request down multiple 

times. Each time, unwavering in 

His promise, God sent a total of ten 

plagues to the land of Egypt to 

change Pharaoh’s mind, and was 

able to use the king’s stubborn 

heart to perform miracles that 

demonstrated God's ultimate pow-

er.  

I get why nobody wants to wait for 

their prayers to be answered. Wait-

ing in line at the grocery store is 

one thing, but waiting for answers 

to an intimate prayer can knock us 

down. 

I did a little research on Google 

(another tool that has answers fast, 

ready, and now) and found the 

general consensus among theolo-

gians pertaining to the amount of 

promises God makes in the Bible is 

about 3,000. However, some theo-

logians argue that there are more 

like 7,000! Why did I Google this? 

It demonstrates to me that some of 

God’s promises are going to take 

some time. What’s my point? I 

think the waiting can be an im-

portant component to the process 

of allowing God to use us for His 

purposes. I believe God also wants 

to offer His best to us because of 

His unconditional love. Does that 

make the waiting easier? Maybe 

not. But I do think that it helps us 

understand who is in control and 

that we will never be left alone to 

figure things out for ourselves if we 

are seeking God’s will.  

As the song goes,” These things 

take time.” 

Bible Verse: Ecclesiastes 3:11 

“He has made everything beautiful 

in His time. “ 

Devotional Questions: 

1. Which of God’s promises listed 

above resonate with you most? 

Why? 

2. How might God be answering 

your seemingly unanswered pray-

ers in ways you might not expect? 

3. Have you ever lived in a stage of 

waiting for your Exodus? What was 

the circumstance? How did God 

intervene in your life at that time? 

4. Call to Action: Think about an 

unanswered prayer in your life right 

now. Spend some quiet time with 

God this week voicing your con-

cern and how you feel. 

Closing Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, we are so thank-

ful when we are able to visibly see 

how you work in our lives and an-

swer our prayers. Today we realize 

that sometimes, in order to see the 

fruit of your work in us, it will take 

time. God, waiting can be difficult. 

We don’t always understand your 

timing and it is easy to feel frustrat-

ed or hopeless. Sometimes we 

choose convenience over your 

best for us. Thank you for your un-

conditional love and mercy when 

we fail to rely on you during those 

times. Father, we want to be obedi-

ent to you and your timing. Change 

our hearts and lives to be more pa-

tient and trusting individuals. Use 

our lives to demonstrate your 

goodness. In your name we pray, 

Amen.  

To read this blog entry in its entirety, and to catch up on previous blog posts, visit the Jeremiah Millennial online. 

http://bibleq.net/answer/650/
https://www.thejeremiahmillennial.com/


OUR 
MISSION: 
Our Children's Ministry's 

purpose is to assist parents 

with  their children's life long 

journey to know, love and 

follow Jesus.  We want to 

connect children to God and 

to each other as we teach and 

equip them to become 

disciples and create 

community. 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS: 

Our annual Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner and 

Worship Service will be held 

in our Social Hall on Sunday, 

November 18th at 5:00pm.  

Parents, there will be a 

special Children’s 

Thanksgiving lesson and craft 

for children ages 3-10 in the 

green jungle classroom during 

the Worship service.  

Visit hicksumc.org/events-1/

community-thanksgiving-

dinner to RSVP. 

 

Christmas Eve Family Worship  
The Family Christmas Eve Worship 
service will be at 5:00pm on Monday, 
December 24th. Your child has an 
opportunity to be involved in this service 
in a variety of ways: Christmas Pageant, 
Praise Dance Team, vocal or musical 
performance, scripture reader, advent 
candle lighter, or offertory usher. 
Because of the large number of children 
involved we kindly ask that your child 
selects only one area to participate in 
during the service. Please let Children’s 
Ministry Director, Katie Guise, know what 
area your child will participate in by 
Sunday, November 18th. This will allow enough time to order any 
pageant costumes or liturgical dance dresses if necessary.  

CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

We will have two practices and one dress rehearsal leading up to 
Christmas Eve. The 2018 Pageant practice schedule is as follows: 

December 20th, 7:00-8:00pm  
December 21st, 7:00-8:00pm 
December 23rd, 12:30-1:30pm--DRESS REHEARSAL 

PRAISE DANCE TEAM 

Your child is able to dance with our Praise Dance Team EVEN IF they 
have not been a part of the ministry throughout the year. We have many 
girls that want to dance with the group just on Christmas Eve and that is 
totally fine. Our Dance Team Leader, Lyndsay Link, will teach the 
Christmas Eve dance to all the interested girls in our Social Hall during 
the Christmas Pageant practices. 

WORSHIP SERVICE SCRIPTURE READERS 

Four scripture readers are needed to read during the Worship Service. 
You will only need to attend the Dec. 20th Dress Rehearsal if you are a 
Scripture Reader. 

CHRIST CANDLE LIGHTER 

One candle lighter is needed to light the large Christ candle in the 
middle of the advent wreath after the scripture is read.  

OFFERTORY USHERS 

Four offertory ushers are needed to pass the offering plates to the 
congregation and bring them back up front to Pastor Rich. 

FAMILY GREETERS 

Two families are needed to pass out bulletins and candles from all of 
the entrances. Greeter families will need to arrive by 4:15 to begin 
greeting early arrivers and may also need to help set up additional 
chairs as the Sanctuary fills up. 

https://www.hicksumc.org/events-1/community-thanksgiving-dinner
https://www.hicksumc.org/events-1/community-thanksgiving-dinner
https://www.hicksumc.org/events-1/community-thanksgiving-dinner
mailto:katie@hicksumc.org?subject=Christmas%20Eve


Pumpkin Palooza  

In October, the Hicks Youth Fellowship participated in an event sponsored 
by the Hollidaysburg Youth Ministerium. The Pumpkin Palooza was a night 
where the kids had fun playing laser tag, scarecrow making, pumpkin carv-
ing, and worshiping near a campfire. At a recent ministerium meeting my 
colleagues discussed how the communities of Hollidaysburg and Duncans-
ville are very unique places where Christians of other denominations can 
come together; even with their differences and worship Christ. My favorite 
activity of the evening was when 60 young Christians were sitting around a 
campfire listening to a message and singing songs of praise. The youth 
ministry will continue to support and attend events hosted by the Hol-
lidaysburg Youth Ministerium to create opportunities for young Christians to 
worship together.  

 

Confirmation Class  

Hicks will be offering a confirmation class open to all youth in grades in 
grades 7-12. Confirmation gives young Christians an opportunity to make a 
deeper commitment to Christ and the church by exploring the core beliefs 
and values of a Christian worshiping in a United Methodist church. First 
meeting is Wednesday November 14 from 7:00-8:30 PM. Rev. Rich Morris 
and Jason Garman will lead the class. Interested youth can either sign-up 
on the church website or sign-up on the welcome desk.  

 

HARP Beauty and the Beast  

On November 15-17, Hollidaysburg Senior High will be performing “Beauty 
and the Beast” in the high school auditorium at 7:00pm. There are many 
youth in our church that have big roles in the play. Please come out and 
support our youth.  

Hicks Youth Fellowship News  

Upcoming 
Events 

 November 4th 
Youth Group  
5:30-7:00pm 

 November 11th  
Youth Group  
5:30-7:00pm 

 November 14th  
Confirmation Class  
7:00pm 

 November 18th  
Community  
Thanksgiving  
Dinner  
5:00pm 

 November 25th  
No Youth Group  



Bible Scrapbook Small Group 

The stores have the 

Christmas trees displayed 

and soon Rudolf the Red 

Nose Reindeer will be 

playing from the speak-

ers.  No it’s not too early 

to think about ordering 

gifts for that special  

person who has every-

thing.  RADA cutlery and 

products may be just what 

you need. The Hicks 

UMW use the sale of 

these items for a fundrais-

er throughout the year.  In 

the catalog are knives, 

kitchen utensils, and all 

sorts of pre-packaged 

foods. There are many gift 

sets that are already 

boxed and ready to be 

wrapped. Jean Rupp,  

coordinator is taking  

orders for the above prod-

ucts. The catalogs are 

available on the Welcome 

Center desk along with 

order forms and  

addressed envelopes to 

send your order to her. 

You may also give your 

order to Jean, who  

attends the 8:00AM  

Service.  If you wish your 

order for Christmas  

contact Jean by  

December 9, 2018.  

The next Bible Scrapbook 

group will meet again on 

Monday night at 6pm in 

the Fellowship hall. If the 

Girl Scouts are there, they 

will use the back side of 

the fellowship hall, other-

wise, they will be in the 

front by the kitchen. This 

month they will be discuss-

ing Rebekah. The titles of 

the chapters are “Ready, 

Willing and Able!” and 

“Tests of Faith”. The first 

chapter talks about her 

being single and how God 

calls His special servants 

to a life of Purity and  

Ministry. The second chap-

ter is about struggles and 

how they are a test of our 

faith. The key word being 

TRUST. Newcomers are 

always welcome, so don't 

be afraid to join in! 

Rada Cutlery for Christmas  

A WAY  
FORWARD 
DISCUSSION  
There are potentially a lot of 

changes coming to the United 

Methodist Church in the next 

several years.  We want you to 

be informed about these plans 

and possible outcomes for the 

Church.  We are having an infor-

mal discussion for the Hicks 

family on Tuesday, November 

13th at 7pm.  Everyone is wel-

comed and encouraged to at-

tend. 

NOVEMBER 
CHARGE  
CONFERENCE 
The annual charge conference 

is scheduled for Monday, No-

vember 5
th
, at 7pm at First Unit-

ed Methodist Church Hol-

lidaysburg. Anyone at Hicks is 

encouraged to attend this meet-

ing with Rich.  The purpose is to 

take care of important business 

and assess where we are as a 

church with our District Superin-

tendent.  A sign-up sheet is on 

the Welcome Desk.  

ARW  
DONATIONS 
Urgent needs for the following:  

pasta, canned pasta, boxed po-

tatoes, mac & cheese, Ramen 

noodles, canned fruit, soap, 

shampoo, toilet paper, and 

toothpaste.   



Annual Thanksgiving Dinner  
& Worship Service 
Our annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner and Worship Service 

will be held on Sunday, November 18th. This is a free dinner for 

anyone who'd like to attend; invite a friend to join you! The dinner 

will begin at 5:00 pm in the Social Hall; a time of worship will begin 

at 6:00pm. Parents, if you’ve never attended our dinner and Wor-

ship service, there is a special lesson and craft for children ages 3-

10 in the green jungle classroom during the Worship service. 

Please RSVP 

Turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing and gravy will be provided! 

Please sign up to bring a side dish. Visit https://www.hicksumc.org/

events or sign up at the Welcome Desk. Many volunteers are also 

needed for the set up crew from 2:00-4:30pm and the clean-up 

crew.  

Sunday, November 18th at 5:00pm 

OUR STAFF 

 

Rev. Rich Morris, Pastor 

Alan Anderson, Praise Band Leader 
Cathy Baird, Sexton 
Bob Baird, Building Superintendent  
Nancy Cherry, Church Secretary 
Jolene Cidor, Financial Secretary 
Allyce Fogle, Ministry Intern 
Heidi Fogle, Treasurer 
Jason Garman, Youth Director 
Katie Guise, Children’s Ministry Director 
Billie Jo Jackson, Nursery Coordinator 
Jessica Peacock, Discipleship/Outreach  
Robin Ritchey, Assimilation 
Elaine Mallory, Organist 
Sandy Steele, Choir Director 
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