
 

 

Family Meeting 

Making disciples of Jesus, creating community 
1211 Third Avenue                           OCTOBER, 2018 
PO Box 384           (814) 695-8529  
Duncansville, PA  16635                         www.hicksumc.org 

I’m calling a Family Meeting.  This meeting is for the Hicks Family.  We are going to meet on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 13th at 7pm in the sanctuary to discuss recent developments in the United Methodist Church pertaining 
to the Commission on the Way Forward and its proposal for the Special Session of General Conference this 
February.   
 
It’s important for us as a church to be informed about what is happening in our denomination and how it 
may affect us at Hicks.  I have written about some of these things in 
the past year (see here) and have tried to provide some context 
and background on the specific issues of sexuality and gender fac-
ing the church.  I won’t reproduce all that now.  At our meeting in 
November we will present brief sketches of the One Church Plan 
that is being recommended by a majority in the Council of Bishops; 
the Connectional Conference Plan; and the Traditional Plan.  We 
will do our best to present the relevant information and implica-
tions of each plan.  We will then provide ample time for questions 
and discussion among us.   
 

You don’t have to wait for our meeting to become more informed 
about what is at stake.  If you go to our Conference website,  
susumc.org, and click on the icon for A Way Forward in Christian 
Unity, you can read the full text of the Commission report (very 
lengthy) and you can read a summary of the report (more helpful) 
by Dr. Tom Salsgiver, a member of our annual conference and a 
member of the Commission.   
 

I hope you will avail yourself of this opportunity to come to this discussion in our church.  You don’t have to 

be an official member to participate.  If you care about Hicks and you care about people, then this is for you.  

Lastly, please pray for the Church and what God desires of us in these times.  I covet your prayers as the pas-

tor of this church.  Pray for me as I seek to lead in wisdom and in step with the Holy Spirit.   

See you in worship, 
Rich Morris, pastor 

 

https://www.hicksumc.org/way-forward
http://www.susumc.org/
http://www.susumc.org/index.php/component/content/article/2-uncategorised/2480-a-holy-christian-conversation
http://www.susumc.org/index.php/component/content/article/2-uncategorised/2480-a-holy-christian-conversation
http://www.susumc.org/files/Way_Forward_Final_Report.pdf
http://www.susumc.org/files/Way_Forward_Summary.pdf
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UMW: Faith, Hope, Love In Action 

Saturday, October 20th 
 at Hicks Memorial UMC 

 
Be sure to register before Oct. 6 for this special 
event to be held at Hicks UMC on Saturday, Octo-
ber 20th.  The theme this year is “Justice for Crea-
tion.”  The program will be an   inter-active event   
led  by  a Be Just-Be Green Team representative 
and a devotional message from a member of the 
Evangelical Environmental network. Registration 
begins at 8:45am and concludes with a business 
meeting after lunch. 
 
It will be a time for spiritual growth as you learn, 
worship and celebrate with other United Method-
ist Women from across the conference. Registra-
tion forms are on the Welcome Desk.  Cost is only 
$10 for the morning session or $15 for the morning 
and afternoon sessions and lunch. Send in your reg-
istration now!  
 

United Methodist Women 
 

At the October meeting of the UMW, Sonia Keiper 
shared information on the study from Mission U 
and 16 boxes were packed for our college students. 
Thank you to all who donated items. Instead of 
their regular October meeting on the third 
Wednesday, the UMW will be attending the Con-
ference Annual Day on Sat., Oct. 20.  On the third 

Wednesday, Oct. 17, they will, however, meet at 
2:00 at the church to make cards for their card 
ministry to shut-ins. Come make cards and be sure 
to attend the Conference Annual Day. (See details 
in the Annual Day article.) 
 

 Your Support is Needed….. 
 

Each year the United Methodist Women distribute 
offering envelopes as a way to receive your mone-
tary support for ministries for women, children and 
youth.   These envelopes are the main source of 
income for our unit and make it possible for us to 
meet our $1,500 pledge.  Your gift in any amount 
provides for ministries in over 100 countries.  If you 
do not receive an envelope, extras are on the Wel-
come Desk or simply mark your donation  “ UMW.” 
 
The second Sunday of each month is Mission Sun-
day and giving to the UMW Mission Train, to the 
Rescue Mission in Hollidaysburg and to other mis-
sions is emphasized.  A train is placed next to the 
Welcome Desk to receive your coins for the UMW 
or coins may be placed in the worship offering 
plates any week.  So if you forget to look for the 
UMW Mission Train, pull out your coins and place 
them in the offering.   Nonperishable food is always 
needed by the Rescue Mission and should be 
placed in the basket in the Donation Station out-
side the church office. 
 
Each month you have an opportunity to volunteer 
at the Rescue Mission or the Mission Central Hub.  
Watch your bulletin and newsletter for dates and 
locations for these M&Ms (Meal and Ministry).  
Have lunch with friends and serve others through 
this ministry.  It is open to men and women and 
you are encouraged to participate. 



 

 

It’s the Stillness 
 

"It's the stillness that fills me with peace."  

- Robert W. Service, Poe  
 

Push harder. Break boundaries. Surpass your limit.  
 

These are the ideas expressed in a sports commercial I 
came across this week. I admire the athletes’ dedication to 
their sports, but I am wary of their message. The commer-
cial sells a sneaker, but portrays a deeper story. It says, if 
you push yourself beyond all limits, you’ll be fulfilled and 
accomplish an ultimate purpose. In Western culture, we 
see productivity as unequivocally good. Standards are set 
remarkably high and make anything less than total success 
feel like a full on failure. Nobody wants to be perceived as 
a failure, so it’s just a matter of keeping up with the status 
quo, right?  
 
Before I continue, I’d like to make clear that this post isn’t 
meant to discourage hard work, determination, or motiva-
tion. We are in fact called in Colassians 3:23-24 to,” work 
with all our heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 
masters…. It is the Lord we are serving.” However, it 
seems to me that the world could use a little more bal-
ance. I don’t believe that we have to choose between a job 
well done and a total sacrifice of our spiritual, mental, and 
physical well-being.  
 

That being said- one really has to understand their priori-
ties and be willing to sacrifice the things that don’t fit into 
that category. I wonder, this strive for perfection, what 
does it really get us? To me, it feels more like a distraction. 
Piling on the workload, being yes men (or women), and 
pushing ourselves to the brink of madness diverts our 
attention from our very selves. We work so hard for others 
to think we are succeeding, when maybe we are trying to 
convince ourselves of our own inherent value.  
 

Society elicits such a strong need to make a name for one-
self, which often requires an impressive resume of skills. 
However, if tomorrow our jobs, hobbies, and interests all 
became obsolete; in the secular world, who and what 

would we be? Lost. Left wandering.  
With an identity in Christ, our mere existence is purposed. 

Ephesians 2:10 tells us, “We are God’s handiwork, created 
in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God has prepared 
for us.” It would seem then that our value does not lie in 
exhaustion, or attempts to extend ourselves beyond our 
threshold. So how can we expect to discern God’s handi-
work when we clutter our days with non-stop activity?  
In a fast paced world, stillness is not an easy feat. Howev-
er, I would argue that is a necessary attribute of Christian 
living. Theologian Meister Eckhart wrote, “Nothing in all of 
creation is so like God as stillness.” In the hustle and bustle 
of everyday life, stillness is required if we wish to witness 
God’s handiwork. Stillness is also required to hear the pur-
pose for which we were uniquely created.  
 

So, can we stop running around like madmen trying to dis-
tract ourselves from the stillness? Can we aim for a bal-
ance between chaos and peace? Can we live presently 
over perfectly?  
 

Bible Verse: John 16:33: “These things I have spoken 

to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the 

world you will have tribulation; but be of good 

cheer, I have overcome the world.”  

 
Discussion Questions: 
1. On a scale of 1 to 10, how would you rate your ability 

to find peace or stillness in your daily life? 
2. What specific areas in your life do you find yourself 

wanting to push yourself beyond all limits to perfec-
tion? Is this perspective helping or harming your over-
all enjoyment of life?  

3. What characteristics, activities, or beliefs have most 
helped you create your identity in Christ?  

4. Call to Action: Consider removing yourself from all so-
cial media platforms for a week. Use the time that you 
would ordinarily spend on those apps to find stillness 
with God. (If you’d like a starting place, I recommend 
the Abide, First Five, or Proverbs 31 Ministries apps.)  

 

Closing Prayer: 
Lord, it can be so challenging to live in a world that de-
mands so much of our time and energy. We have tried so 
many times to live up to perfect expectations only to fall 
down. We are tired and weary. Thank you for loving us in a 
way where we are not defined by the superficial. We pray 
this week that we can find more stillness and time with 
you, even if that means sacrificing time in other areas. I 
pray that you would work on our hearts so that we can use 
our lives for the purposes you uniquely designed for us to 
be a kingdom builders. In your name we pray, Amen.  
Has this topic piqued your interest? Allyce is leading a new 
Bible study following Shauna Niequist's book, Present Over 
Perfect: Leaving Behind Frantic for a Simpler, More Soulful 
Way of Living. If you're interested in joining us, send Allyce 
a message.  

By Hicks UMC Intern, Allyce Fogle 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+3%3A23-24&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2%3A10&version=NIV
mailto:adf101@francis.edu
mailto:adf101@francis.edu
https://www.hicksumc.org/the-jeremiah-millennial
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New October Study: The Book of Judges 
NEW STUDY BEGINNING ON OCTOBER 14. This fall join the Kitchen Class on 
Sunday mornings at 9:30 to look at the Book of Judges.  
 
THE BOOK OF JUDGES BUSTLES WITH COLORFUL CHARACTERS. 

 
Ehud, a left-handed political assassin who cleverly dispatches a corpulent king. 
Deborah, a bold prophet and matriarch of Israel who musters tribes to war. 
Samson, a Rambo-like warrior who dallies with women and annihilates Philis-
tines in a temple of doom. 
 
To Christian readers Judges is interesting, sometimes inspiring, but also puz-
zling. What message should we take from it? How are we to understand the 
ambiguous spirituality of the judges themselves? What was God doing during 

this wayward period between Joshua and Samuel? 
 
With wit, insight and sensitivity to the narrator's art, Michael Wilcock answers these and other questions. 
God himself is the Judge, he argues, who transcends the uncertain record of human judges. He is the princi-
pal actor in this drama. Always ready to respond to those who call on him, he takes the initiative and uses 
raw human resources to preserve Israel from its enemies and shape the nation for his purpose. 
 
In exposing the twists and turns and nuances of this story, Wilcock sends us back to Judges with a renewed 
quest, not only to rediscover the story of God and Israel, but to find fresh perspective on the ways of God 

and his church in a post-Christian world. 

By Sandy Steele, Choir Director 

If you are interested in singing please join the chancel choir on Wednesday, October 10th at 7:45pm. This is 
when we, who love to serve the Lord by singing, will begin practice for our annual Christmas cantata! Our 
choir is a warm, loving, group of people who work hard to  prepare and present music for the glory of our 
Lord. The only prerequisite is the willingness to share about 1/2 hour per week learning the cantata. I en-
courage anybody who may be interested to just come! We would love to have you! If you have any ques-
tions, please call me. Thank you, Sandy 935-0899.  

Sing in the Christmas Cantata 
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Between a busy job, family commitments, home responsi-
bilities, and attempting to have a social life, you are proba-
bly already overwhelmed, tired and maybe stressed-out. 
 
Does this sound familiar?  It did to me!  So when we are 
already stretched-to-the-max, why commit to one other 
thing that takes our time?  Good question!   
 
It’s easy to get stuck in the excuses of why we think we 
can’t lead a small group, I wrestle with the idea myself 
every-so-often.  But, rather than think of why we can’t 
lead one, I thought I would share a few reasons why may-
be you SHOULD lead a group, and then maybe offer some 
suggestions on how we juggle it all! Here are some sug-
gested benefits of leading a small group that I found in a 
recent search of the all-knowing Googler:  
 
10 Benefits of Leading A Small Group: 
1. Crucify Consumerism. We have developed some bad 
habits in the American church. We have reduced our faith 
to sitting in church services and having a personal quiet 
time. This develops a selfish inner culture called 
“consumerism.” Consumerism entails living out your faith 
and church orientation for yourself. Consumerism is not 
biblical community. Consumerism is not the gospel. Con-
sumerism must therefore be crucified (Galatians 5:24). 
Leading a small group will transform you into a 
“contributor.” You will have to give up your own time, en-
ergy and resources for the spiritual edification and for-
mation of others. That selfish part of you that once dictat-
ed your decisions will eventually be starved, dried up and 
gone. 
2. Bring Jesus Home. Leading a small group invites the 
kingdom of God into your living room. It will move your 
faith beyond the four walls of the church sanctuary and 
into the space where the “real you” lives and breathes. 

Personally, I love having a small group praying and wor-
shiping in my house. I love sensing God’s Presence as it fills 
my living room and radiates through the halls.  My girls get 
exposed to this type of community and worship and I can 
only hope that it’s something that they begin to look for-
ward to as well. 
3. Increase Your Ability To Talk About Your Faith. Partici-
pating in regular group discussion that wrestles with divine 
truth and our human experience is a fruitful process to say 
the least. It helps you to put your faith into your own 
words versus just sitting in a pew and listening to another 
person’s. 
Members of small groups eventually talk about their faith 
more with unbelievers because their group experience has 
made it “normal” to talk about. Leading a group discussion 
only enhances and increases this dynamic in the develop-
ment of a believer. 
4. Develop Hospitality Muscles. In the KJV, 1 Peter 4:9 
says, “Use hospitality one to another without grudging.” In 
the Greek, hospitality means being generous to guests. 
The biblical concept of guests refers to a person entering 
your home. In fact, in the NLT, 1 Peter 4:9 reads, 
“Cheerfully share your home with those who need a meal 
or place to stay.” May I suggest that you can’t practice true 
hospitality until another person crosses the threshold of 
your front door? 
5. Real Connections. When you lead a small group you 
are putting yourself out there. You’re making yourself vul-
nerable to others. While this is not always comfortable, 
you are positioning yourself to experience real connection 
and relationship with others. You’re inviting people into a 
closer dimension of your life. This is where life –exchange 
and life change can occur. 
6. Crucify Individualism. America is the most individualis-
tic society in the world. You don’t even realize how much 
you view the world through the prism of your own individ-
uality. Yet, the collective value of the whole was highly 
esteemed in the first century church, not the value of a 
single person. I think it’s safe to say that leading a small 
group will help to neutralize this tendency in your life. 
Individualism might be the greatest idol in the hearts of 
American Christians today. Maybe it isn’t a coincidence 
that the English word for “idol” begins with the letter “I.” 
7. Become more like Jesus. Romans 8:29 says, “For whom 
He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of His Son.” It is God’s will for you to become more 
like His Son, Jesus Christ. Interceding, reaching out, serving 
and loving people as a small group leader will continue the 
work of carving out the character of Christ in your soul. It 
will also give you a new appreciation for the way Jesus 

Benefits to Leading a Small Group 

(Continued on Next Page) 

https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Gal%205.24
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Pet%204.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Pet%204.9
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom%208.29
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Missed a Week in Worship or want to re-listen to a favorite message? Visit the 
“Messages” tab on our Hicksumc.org web site to catch up. 

ministered to the twelve disciples. Leading a small group 
helps you to become more like Jesus. 
8. Clean Home. I can only hope this is a natural by-
product of leading a small group in your home. It is for me. 
I go into a house cleaning frenzy when I’m expecting peo-
ple over for a small group meeting. Of course it’s more 
work, but the final result is a clean house, praise God! 
9. Fulfill the Great Commission. There are two judgments 
mentioned in the Bible: The Great White Throne Judgment 
between believers and unbelievers (Revelation 20:12-15) 
and the Judgment of Seat of Christ for believers (1 Cor. 
3:12-15, 2 Cor. 5:10). At the Judgment Seat of Christ, sal-
vation is not the issue; rather, The Lord will evaluate be-
lievers’ lives for the purpose of giving them eternal re-
wards. The rewards will be based on how we used our re-
sources (time, gifts, talents, energy, money, etc.) to obey 
God and build His kingdom. Leading a small group trans-
forms you into a disciple making disciples that make disci-
ples. It is an obedient response to His call in Matt. 28:18-
20 to go into all the world and make disciples of all na-
tions. Leading a small group equips you to live out His 
Word and prepares you for your eternal destiny. 
10.  It will help you to slow-down.  I know you are busy.  I 
know you are tired.  Even while reading this list you are 
wondering how I can suggest that any of take on an addi-
tional responsibility.  But trust me, as you lead a group, 
you begin to slow down.  In that time that you are gather-
ing, you find yourself present, attentive, and intentional 
with other people seeking to be disciples of Christ.  It 
slows your mind, it lightens your soul, and for a few short 
hours a week, you find yourself at peace surrounded by 
others on the same journey! 

With all these benefits and more, how does one integrate 
small group leadership into an over-burdened life and 
schedule? The answer is simple: You make time for that 

which is important. For me, I looked at my already packed 
schedule and asked myself what do I do that doesn’t bring 
me peace?  Time playing on my cellphone, time sitting in 
front of the television, time pacing around the house won-
dering “what to do”.  I looked at my current schedule and 
identified a time that I could schedule a small group.  No 
one said that a small group has to take place at night.  If 
you have free time during the day, I’m sure that there are 
others that do as well.  If you don’t want to give up your 
evening exercise throughout the week, then find a way to 
incorporate it into a group.  If you need a baby-sitter, talk 
to us!  Let us help find a church youth member that would 
be willing to come to the group as child-care!  The possibil-
ities are endless when we make our mind up that this is 
something important. If this creates tension within your-
self, I encourage you to wrestle with it, search His Word, 
pray and come to your own conclusion about what God 
has for you. 
 
Truthfully speaker, I’m a better person when I lead a 
group.  I’m more intentional in my journey with God, I’m 
more compassionate and understanding of others, and I’m 
more joyful and content, which is a blessing not only to 
me, but also to my family. 
 
If you would be interested in learning more about leading 
a group, talk to me!  Give me a call, shoot me and email, 
or stop me at church!  Let me provide you with the re-
sources and support you need.  If it’s your first time, you 
don’t have to try it out alone!  Just ask for help, that’s 
what we’re here to do!    
 
Jessica Peacock is our Discipleship & Outreach Coordinator. 
If you would like to contact her about leading or joining a 

small group, email her at smallgroups@hicksumc.org.  
 

https://www.hicksumc.org/messages
https://www.hicksumc.org/messages
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rev%2020.12-15
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Cor.%203.12-15
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Cor.%203.12-15
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/2%20Cor.%205.10
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Matt.%2028.18-20
https://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Matt.%2028.18-20
mailto:smallgroups@hicksumc.org
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 Pumpkin Gospel Lesson on Oct. 21st  

 

OUR MISSION: Our Children's Ministry's purpose is to assist par-
ents with  their children's life long journey to know, love and follow 
Jesus.  We want to connect children to God and to each other as we 
teach and equip them to become disciples and create community. 

Weekly Children’s Church: 9:30 & 11:00am 

Our Champions 4 Christ Boys Group and our Friends ‘n Faith Girls Group will both have their next meeting on 
Sunday, October 21st at 6:00pm in our Social Hall. Champions 4 Christ is open to all boys in the community in 
grades 1st-6th; Friends ‘n Faith is open to all girls in grades 3rd-6th. Contact Katie at katie@hicksumc.org if you 
need additional information.  

 

On Sunday, October 21st join us for a morning of Pumpkins and Prayers featuring a special themed lesson, 
craft, games and snack for children attending our 9:30 & 11:00 Children Church classes. The children will 
learn more about how we are like pumpkins and God is the Gardener.  God creates us and cares for us. He 
“chooses” us from all of the other pumpkins, but inside we all have the yucky goo – sin. God gives us His light 
to shine through us!  He turns us into new creations that can shine for Him!  And when others see our light, 
then they might want to learn how to have a light of their own, too! We don't want you to miss this special 
morning. Invite a friend and join the fun!  

Shine with  
His light 

mailto:katie@hicksumc.org


 

 

Hicks Youth Fellowship October Events 
 

Pumpkin Palooza! 
On Saturday OCTOBER 2OTH, HYF will be 
heading over to Hollidaysburg Church of 
the Brethren to participate in a Pumpkin 
Palooza sponsored by the Hollidaysburg 
Youth Ministerium. The event will be 
from 7-9:30 PM. The Palooza consists of 
pumpkin carving, scarecrow building, la-
ser tag, s'mores by a camp fire, and more. 
We will be meeting at the church at 6:45 
to carpool. If there are youth that live 
near Hollidaysburg Church of the Breth-
ren (1028 Penn St. Hollidaysburg, PA) 
they can drop of their kids at the church. We just ask that you let Jason know ahead of time, so we have 
enough drivers. Parents can pick up their kids at the church of the Brethren at 9:30 PM. We will not be 
heading back to Hicks once the event is over.  
 

Youth Group at a Glance: 
Youth group has restarted, we have been meeting every Sunday Night since 
starting on September 9th. During that month our goal was to teach the Youth 
about the “Grace” that God shows people who are willing to follow. The main 
themes of each week were: through God’s grace there is freedom. God’s fol-
lowers must be willing to repent of their sins. God’s Grace through his son Je-
sus, is the key to eternal life. The goal of the first month of HYF was to help our 
new students feel welcomed. We thought one of the best ways to complete 
this task was to have our first ever, “Paint War” (see photos on next page). HYF 
is not a closed group. Our kids are always encouraged to bring friends and it is 
open to any youth ages 12-18 in our church or community. For more infor-
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October 7 Youth Group 5:30-7 @Hicks UMC 

October 14 NO YOUTH GROUP 

October 20 Pumpkin Palooza 7:00-9:30 
@Hollidaysburg Church of 

the Brethren 

October 21 NO YOUTH GROUP 

October 28 Youth Group 5:30-7 @Hicks UMC 
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APPLE DUMPLING SALE. The Genesis Sunday School Class is spon-
soring an apple dumpling sale.  Orders can be given to members of 
the Genesis class or there is a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Desk.  
Dumplings are $3.50 each.  Orders are due by Sunday, October 14 
and must be pre-paid.  Orders will be available for pick up on Satur-
day, October 27th from 9-11am.   Thank you! 
 
VOLUNTEER TRAINING. Have you been thinking about serving in our 
Children’s Ministry but aren’t sure what it will be like? Maybe you 
have served in the past but life got really busy and you’ve been hesi-
tant to start volunteering again. Just about everyone can come up 
with a reason not to volunteer in Children’s Ministry, and very often 
the reasons are very good. Still, the fact remains, children are vital to 
a healthy church and we need YOUR help to serve them each week. If 

serving our children has been on your heart I’d like to encourage you to take the next step and say YES to the 
call! Join me at our upcoming volunteer training session on Monday, October 15th at 7:00pm in our Jungle 
Classroom. This training is for everyone who has never served before but has a heart for children and wants 
to use their God given gifts to serve our ministry! Childcare is provided. Snacks are a definite! Sign up at the 
Welcome Desk or email Katie Guise at Katie@hicksumc.org.  
 
NEW SMALL GROUP. A new 6 week study invites you to pull free from constant pressure to perform faster, 
push harder, and produce more, all while maintaining an exhausting image of perfection.  We will follow the 
book Present Over Perfect: Leaving Behind Frantic for a Simpler, More Soulful Way of Living, (available at 
Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and Walmart.) Childcare is available, but requires notification prior to our 
meetings. Sign up on Welcome Desk or contact Allyce Fogle at 505-3564 or email at adf101@francis.edu.  
 
KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS. The Knitters Small Group will meet on Tuesdays in the classroom off the 
chapel at 7:00 pm. 
 
QUILTING GUILD.  The quilting guild will meet on Wednesday, October 3rd (please note day change). There 
will be NO quilting group on Oct. 11th, and quilting will resume on Oct. 18th. 
 
MENTOR TRAINING.  We talk a lot about making disciples, but how does one actually do that?  You men-
tor.  You come alongside another person as a support, friend, and guide in the faith.  We want to help you do 
that.  We are excited to be hosting a Mentor Training on Saturday, November 3rd from 9 to 2pm at Hicks.  We 
have invited certified Life Coach Jennifer Lake and her husband, Rev. Matt Lake to lead us in this train-
ing.  Both Jenn and Matt have extensive experience in mentoring and leadership development.  You won’t 
want to miss this quality training.  Sign up at the Welcome Desk or call or email the church office to register. 
 
UMW.  Susquehanna Conference United Methodist Women Annual Day at Hicks – Saturday Oct. 20.  Regis-
ter before Oct. 6 to attend this day of worship, celebration and learning with other women from across the 
Conference.  Registration information is on the Welcome Desk. 
 
M&M.  The Meal and Ministry will be held on Monday, Oct. 1. Meet at the church at 11:45 to carpool, have 
lunch at noon at Brooklyn Deli near Blue Knob Auto and volunteer at Mission Central Hub from 1-3.  All are 
welcome to participate. 
 
HEARING DEVICES.  Hearing devices for all three services are available upon request at the sound desk in 
the back of the sanctuary. 

IN  

BRIEF 

mailto:Katie@hicksumc.org.
mailto:adf101@francis.edu
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Happy October Birthday to You 
October 01 Diane Selfridge 
October 02 Weston Graffius 
October 02 Martha Disney 
October 03 Judie Baird 
October 03 Gretchen Craig 
October 03 Anna Dively 
October 03 Audrey Simpson 
October 04 Saundra Malone 
October 07 Ray Rettig 
October 10 Anna Jackson  
October 11 Hannah Merriman 
October 12 AJ Albarano 
October 13 Carol Newman 
October 13 Brent Baird 
October 14 Michelle Garman 
October 15 Michael Morris 

October 18 Lori Adams 
October 18 Austin Schobel 
October 20 Krista Potter 
October 20 Tessa Lindsey 
October 21 Kasie Metzger 
October 22 Bernard Stapelfeld 
October 23 Christina Stapelfeld 
October 23 Jillian Sidney 
October 25 Jean Senne 
October 28 Paul Good 
October 28 Tom Jandora 
October 29 Beverly Fleck 
October 30 Betty Magill 
October 30 Eric Malone 
October 31 Leslie Daras 

The 2nd annual "Prayers for Adam" 
benefit is again looking for dessert 
donations of any type to serve with 
their planned meal. The event is 
being held at the Duncansville 
Community Center on Saturday, 
October 13th, however, you can 
drop off your baked goods any 
time between 12-4:00pm at the 
Duncansville Center.  
 
The “Prayers for Adam” benefit is 
being organized by Kerri & Craig 
LeCrone of our church to support 
the ongoing medical treatments for 
their neighbor, 2 year old Adam 
Matherne. On June 5th, 2017 Adam 
slipped out of the house while the 
family was leaving for their daugh-
ters’ softball game and was found 
lifeless in the pool 3 minutes lat-
er.  Although CPR was performed 
by parents, grandparents, EMS, 
and the local hospital Adam was 
without a heartbeat for over 80 

minutes. All proceeds will go to-
wards the hyperbaric oxygen and 
stem cell infusions he is receiving 
that are considered “alternative” 
medicine for non-fatal drownings 
and are not covered by insurance. 
If you are able to bring a dessert on 
the 13th, please reply to this email 
or add your name to the sheet lo-
cated on the Welcome Desk. If you 
have any questions, please contact 
Kerri LeCrone at 814-931-5257. The 
Matherne & LeCrone families ap-
preciates all of your continued sup-
port and prayers. If you’d like to 
make a monetary donation, you 
can write a check made out to Ad-
am Matherne and send it to: 
 

Adam Matherne 
107 Gulf Drive, Duncansville, PA 

16635. If paying via credit card you 
can use the following link: 
http://www.paypal.me/

prayersforadams 

Dessert Donations needed for benefit 

http://www.paypal.me/prayersforadams
http://www.paypal.me/prayersforadams


 

 

Our next Evergreen Dinner church will be Tuesday, October 16th at 6:00pm at 
Evergreen Manor in Altoona. Set up begins at 5:45pm. We will provide dinner 
for the residents and share in a time of  Worship. Dinner churches will take 
place every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month. Please continue to sign up at 
the Welcome Desk to help on Tuesday evenings and/or donate food items for 
Dinner Church.   

 Thank you for your continued 
help with this important  
ministry.  Questions  
regarding this information 
can be directed to  
Allyce Fogle at:  
adf101@francis.edu.  
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OUR STAFF 

 

Rev. Rich Morris, Pastor 
Alan Anderson, Praise Band Leader 
Cathy Baird, Sexton 
Bob Baird, Building Superintendent  
Nancy Cherry, Church Secretary 
Jolene Cidor, Financial Secretary 
Allyce Fogle, Ministry Intern 
Heidi Fogle, Treasurer 
Jason Garman, Youth Director 
Katie Guise, Children’s Ministry Director 
Billie Jo Jackson, Nursery Coordinator 
Jessica Peacock, Discipleship/Outreach  
Robin Ritchey, Assimilation 
Elaine Mallory, Organist 
Sandy Steele, Choir Director 

Hicks United Methodist Church 
1211 Third Ave., PO Box 384 

Duncansville, PA  16635 
(814) 695-8529  office@hicksumc.org 

www.hicksumc.org 

Pastor Appreciation Day is Sunday, October 14th and we will be recognizing Rich for his great work in leading 
this church. If you’d like to send him your own card or recognition you can bring it on October 14th or mail it 
to his home address at:  

Rich Morris 
PO Box 729 

Duncansville, PA  16635 
richmorris@atlanticbb.net 

http://www.hicksumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/hicksunitedmethodist/
https://www.instagram.com/hicksunitedmethodistchurch/
mailto:richmorris@atlanticbb.net

