
 

 

It’s About Invitation 

Making disciples of Jesus, creating community 
1211 Third Avenue                         FEBRUARY, 2018 
PO Box 384           (814) 695-8529  
Duncansville, PA  16635                         www.hicksumc.org 

I know how to get people to come to church – have a Yard Sale!  If you weren’t there, our Indoor Yard Sale 
the other Saturday was a huge hit.  The parking lot was packed and the downstairs was packed full of people 
looking for junk. . .er, I mean, lovely items.  More than one of our folks remarked to me, “Wouldn’t this be 
great if we could get all these people to come to worship?”  I was thinking the same thing.  I was tempted to 
do something then and there.  More on that in a minute. 
 
Matt Miofsky is the pastor of The Gathering Church in St. Louis, 
Missouri.  The Gathering is known as one of the fastest growing 
United Methodist Churches in the country.  I heard him speak at a 
seminar the other day and he shared what he called The 8 Virtues 
of Rapidly Growing Churches.  I want to mention just one of them 
here:  Number Three – It’s About Invitation.  Miofsky did some 
research for a book he has written on Rapidly Growing Churches 
and he found that one of the most important things these churches 
have in common is that “they are unapologetically evangelical.”  
What that means is that they put a disproportionate amount of 
time, energy, and resources in sharing Jesus Christ with new people 
and inviting them to church.  “They are relentless about this,”  
Miofsky said.  “Everything happening in the church must have an 
evangelistic mindset.” 
 
That doesn’t mean starting a committee called the Evangelism 
Committee.  It means that everything we are doing as a church 
must somehow contribute to us making disciples of Jesus Christ.   
When is the last time you invited someone to worship with you?  If you have to think back more than a  
couple months, it’s been too long.  Now, studies have also shown that church people won’t invite someone 
to church with them if they don’t love their church and/or think it is offering something worthwhile.  That 
makes sense.  Why would you invite someone to a place you don’t really want to be either?  If that is you, if 
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It’s About Invitation  

continued from pg. 1 
 
you don’t think Hicks is an engaging place, please tell 
us that and tell us why you think that.  I’m serious 
about this – find a way to express your concerns so 
that we can do better.  It’s not just our reputation at 
stake, it’s ministry, it’s the Kingdom, it’s people’s 
souls that are stake. 
 
If, however, you have found Hicks to be a worthwhile 
place.  If you have experienced God’s presence here 
and want others to experience that as well, invite 
someone to come with you!  Don’t get discouraged if 
sometimes people say “No.”  That will happen.  But 
what if someone says Yes?  What might that mean 
for that person and the destiny of their life?  It could 
be huge. 
 
At the Yard Sale I was tempted to stand at the exit 
and one by one invite people to come back for  
worship on Sunday.  Maybe I should have.  I didn’t 
because it would have felt like bait and switch – we 
bait you with our yard sale and then we switch to 
“come to worship.”  It would have felt like borderline 
nagging and harassment.  But are there ways that we 
can invite people to church, conversationally and  
relationally?  Sure there are.  It’s really not  
complicated. 
 
I believe that we are going to experience some great 

worship this month.  We are going to look at things 
like The Meaning of Worship and The Meaning of 
Baptism.  We are going to start a teaching series 
called, “Sin – The New Normal.”  You’re going to hear 
not only me but some other good speakers from our 
church talk about the changing times and what God’s 
Word says to us.  We will try to do it in a way that 
you and the friend you brought with you can receive 
and talk about in a positive way.   
 
Look at me.  I can’t stop writing about this.  It’s  
because this is what gets me excited – to share Jesus 
with new people and see them come alive.  It  
reminds me of something Jesus said to some  
fishermen as they were fishing by the sea: 
 
“Follow me and I will teach you how to fish for peo-
ple.”  Matthew 4.19 
 
See you and your friends in worship, 
Rich Morris, pastor 

 

Meal & Ministry – a time to have lunch with friends and a time to 
serve.   Come Monday, Feb. 5 to Best Way Pizza in Duncansville, for 
lunch at noon and then at 1:00 to the Mission Central Hub in  
Altoona to assemble disaster relief kits.   
 
This church wide ministry is open to men and women of the  
congregation and you are welcome to attend the meal, the ministry 
or both.  If you would like to car pool, meet at the church at 
ll:50.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Join us at the February Meal & Ministry 



 

 

It’s time to register for Church Camp! Camp brochures and registration 
forms are online for children wishing to attend one of the many camps 
offered through our Susquehanna Conference Camping program. Our 
church will pay half of the registration fee for each child that attends 
camp, with the parents providing the first half.  Anyone who registers 

by May 1st, will receive a $25 discount.  
 

April 13-15th: God’s Daughters Spring Retreat At Greene Hills 
A women’s retreat where you can truly get away and relax for a weekend.   
Participate in conversation, worship, quiet time, Bible study, games, and a 
whole lot of fun.  Starts Friday April 13 at 7:30 pm  and ends Sunday, April 15 at 
1 pm Location:  Greene Hills Camp in Alexandria. Full event -$115, Commuter-
$65. If interested, contact Donna Fruth at 695-6236 or register online. 

 
July 15-17th: Grandparents and Me At Greene Hills 

An event offering unique grandchildren-grandparent one-on-one time.  The  
experience includes Bible study, fossil finding, swimming, rock wall climbing and 
s’mores.  Comfortable accommodations are provided at the Manor with meals a 
short hike away in the dining hall.  Adults/Grades 1-4, $130. Some of the  
members at Hicks have attended this camp and highly recommend it.   Talk with 
Connie Frasier or Donna Fruth who have taken grandchildren.  Come have fun 
and make memories!   

 
July 22-27th: Awesome Elementary Church Camp at Wesley Forest 

Here’s a short list of things that make Awesome Elementary so awesome: goofy 
themed days, silly all camp songs, movie theater night, hilarious worship skits, 
and daily afternoon sno-cones for all! This camp is for students entering grades 
4th-7th in the fall of 2018.  Camp is July 22-27   
 

July 22-27th: Venture Jr./Sr. High Camp at Wesley Forest 
This is our biggest Jr/Sr High summer event. Venture is known for the longest 
camp slip n’ slide, an epic volleyball and ultimate frisbee tournament, huge 
evening rec games, loud and goofy songs, and incredible campfire worship. This 
camp is for students entering grades 8th—12th in the fall of 2018.   
 

Visit the Camping Ministry web site for online registration at  
susumcamps.org or see a camping brochure on the Welcome Desk. 

2018 Church Camp Registration 
HICKS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                                                                                              FEBRUARY, 2018 
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NEW STUDY BEGINNING ON 
FEB 18. This Lent join the 
Kitchen Class on Sunday 
mornings to look at the East-
er story from another per-
spective.  
 
From the Introduction: What 
if we could find a place in this 
life where we were truly ac-
cepted and could live open 
and authentic lives? What if 

we could be free from the prisons of our past and our 
pain? What if there was an end to the restless 
searching and a discovery of a place where dreams 
come true? What if we could fully engage life with all 
its wonder, mystery, and adventure? 
 
Wouldn’t that be worth the journey to the cross? 
 
The Easter drama plays out on history's stage with 
magnificent and larger-than-life characters. Yet some 
of the most important lessons of Easter come from 
those whose names you may not recognize: Simon 
the Leper, Malchus, the Centurion at the cross, Cleo-
pas, Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea, Barabbas, 
Simon of Cyrene, and Mary Magdalene offer a unique 

perspective on one of the greatest events in human 
history. And yet their stories are often overlooked. 
 
On the Road to the Cross allows you to experience 
Easter through the eyes of the everyday people who 
witnessed the triumphal entry, saw Jesus drag his 
cross to Calvary, and cried through Christ's last 
words. Each new perspective opens the door to a 
fresh consideration of Easter and its impact on their 
lives and ours. 
 

Week 1: The Leper and the Prostitute:  
Simon the Leper & the Sinful Woman 

Week 2: The Walking Wounded:  
Malthus, the High Priest's Servant  

Week 3: When Worlds Collide:  
The Centurion at the Cross 

Week 4: On the Road to Discovery:  
Cleopas 

Week 5: The Great Pretenders:  
Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea 

Week 6: The Great Exchange:  
Jesus, Barabbas, and Pilate 

Week 7: The Bystander:  
Simon the Cyrene 

Week 8: The Death of Dreams:  
Mary Magdalene 

Kitchen Class Lenten Study 

 

2018 Mexico Mission Trip Update 
The January 27th Indoor Yard Sale was a great success; the  
Mexico Mission Team raised $5800 for their team goals. Thank 
you to everyone who donated sale items, baked desserts, or 
came to lend an organizational hand, especially Nancy Cherry, 
Rich Morris, Julie Nelson, Shawn Nelson, Tara Henry, Sharon 
Zelem, Dennie Ridenour, Susie Ridenour, Adam Guise, Cathy 
Baird, and Donna Fruth. We are so grateful for the support of 
our church family in all aspects of this Mission Trip.  
 

Our next fundraiser is our tee shirts and sweatshirt sale. Stop by 
the table near the Welcome Desk to place your order or email 
katie@hicksumc.org. Payment is due at time of order. Tee shirts 
are $20, Hooded sweatshirts are $30; both come in adult sizes 
XS-XXL. All orders are due by Sunday, February 25th.  

mailto:katie@hicksumc.org


 

 

Administrative Council 
Chair   Craig Brennecke  695-5434 
Secretary  Sonia Keiper  696-0519 
Pastor- Parish   Brian Bell  696-7877 
Trustees   Greg Ackinclose  330-0859 
Pastor   Rich Morris  931-9956 
Finance   Paul Good  941-8297 
Member   Sam Dunkle  695-5912 
Member   Terry Koelle  215-9624 
Member   Richard Fruth  695-6236 
Member  ` Jim Watt   935-3932 
Member   Brigid Dodson  935-8848 
  

Staff 
Assimilation  Robin Ritchey  330-8233 
Children’s Director Katie Guise         210-347-6810 
Financial Secretary Jolene Cidor  941-5645 
Choir Director  Sandy Steele  696-0312 
Nursery   Billie Jo Jackson  327-3216    
Organist   Elaine Mallory  695-2447 
Administrative Assistant Nancy Cherry  312-4062 
Custodian  Cathy Baird  696-1245 
Discipleship  Jessica Peacock  935-1579 
Treasurer  Heidi Fogle  695-5391 
Youth Director  Jason Garman  931-4208 
Praise Band  Alan Anderson  935-282  
 

Ministries: 
Communion Steward Shirley Geiger 
Media   Ryan Lucas  599-5421 
Greeters   Wanda Dunkle  695-5912 
   Donna Imler        696-3195 
   Brigid Dodson  935-8848 
 
Outreach Team   
World Missions  Sonia Keiper  696-0519  
Spring Festival   
Mission Week  Jason Garman  931-4208 
Soup Lunches  Walt Kratzer   312-1032 
Coats and Shoes  Deb Simpson  693-7674 
Prayer Team  Robin Ritchey 
Membership  Nancy Cherry  
Friends ‘n Faith  Katie Guise            210-347-6810 
Champions for Christ Barbara Webb 
Community Thanksgiving Lyndsay Link  934-0399 
Backyard Club   
Dinner Church   Brigid Dodson 
UMW   Donna Fruth  695-6236 
 

 
 

Committees 
 
Trustees        Greg Ackinclose,  chair 
Class of 2018 Class of 2019             Class of 2020         
Walt Kratzer Craig Bathhurst    Ray Rettig 
Jerry Gardner Shawn Wilkins  Brian Dodson 
     Greg Ackinclose 
 
Lay Representatives to Annual Conference   
Aaron Cidor, Jason Garman    
 
Nominations     Rich Morris, Chair                  
Class of 2018 Class of 2019          Class of 2020   
Glenn Keiper Donna Imler               Whitney Moritz        
  Katie Guise  Joann Lovett 
     Marcia Bathurst 
                                                  
Finance        Paul Good, chair 
Heidi Fogle  Richard Fruth 
Jolene Cidor  Dewayne Newman 
Donna Bon   Craig Brennecke 
Rich Morris  Brian Bell 
 

2018 Leadership Teams 
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Family Services, Inc. Thank You 
 

Family Services, Inc. would like to thank those from 
our church that made contributions to several of 

their programs over the Christmas season that will 
impact someone’s life.  Contributions were made to 
their Domestic Abuse Project ($500), Family Shelter 

($400), and the Runaway & Homeless Youth Program 
($1000).  Your generous gifts will allow Family Ser-
vices incorporated to continue to provide comfort 
and joy to those who need shelter, support and a 

helping hand in times of trouble.   
 

Our Mission at Family Services Incorporated is to 
provide resources to build healthier relationships 

and promote personal growth.  We have a vision of 
engaging with communities to meet the needs of 
their most vulnerable members.  Your gift will be 

used right here in Blair County but the kindness you 
have shown will be far reaching.  When investing in 

the lives of others, we make ripples that impact gen-
erations. –Lisa Hann, Executive Director 



 

 

The Kitchen Class will have its annual 
Pancake Dinner on Tuesday,  
February 13 from 4:30 to 6:30 PM in 
the Social Hall of the church.  
 
This year income from the dinner will 
be used to support LOCAL church 
MISSION & CHARITABLE work. Tickets 
are $6.00 for adults and $3.00 for  
children and are available from any 
member of the Kitchen Class or at the 
Church Office. Walk ins are welcome 
on Tuesday night but advance sales 
are even more welcomed so that we 
can plan for the event. Enjoy a  
pancake and sausage dinner that  
includes applesauce, beverage and dessert and support the work of our church. See you on Shrove Tuesday.  
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2018 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 

 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the    
season of Lent. Lent is a time when many Chris-
tians prepare for Easter by observing a period of 
fasting, repentance, moderation and spiritual  
discipline. Our Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
will be Wednesday, February 14th at 7:00pm.  

The Ash Wednesday service is an opportunity to 
begin the Lenten season in prayer, scripture and 
song. Ash Wednesday emphasizes two themes: 
our sinfulness before God and our human          

mortality. The service focuses on both themes, helping us to realize that both have been triumphed through 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

During some Ash Wednesday services, the minister will lightly rub the sign of the cross with ashes onto the 
foreheads of worshipers. The use of ashes as a sign of mortality and repentance has a long history in Jewish 
and Christian worship. Historically, ashes signified purification and sorrow for sins. 

It is traditional to save the palm branches from the previous Palm Sunday service to burn to produce ashes 
for this service. Sometimes a small card or piece of paper is distributed on which each person writes a sin or 
hurtful or unjust characteristic. The cards are then brought to the altar to be burned with the palm branches. 
The ash cross on the forehead is an outward sign of our sorrow and repentance for sins. 

Why Ashes on Ash Wednesday? 
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 We Need YOU to Volunteer at VBS! 

 

OUR MISSION: Our Children's Ministry's purpose is to assist par-
ents with  their children's life long journey to know, love and follow 
Jesus.  We want to connect children to God and to each other as we 
teach and equip them to become disciples and create community. 

Weekly Children’s Church: 9:30 & 11:00am 

In just five short 
months the Hicks 
UMC 2018 VBS 
week will be in full 
swing! There are 
many, many things 
to accomplish  
before the fun  
begins July 9-
13th.  Our theme 
for this year is 
“Shipwrecked” and 

we are really excited to turn our Sanctuary into an island 
of fun for the kids!  
 
At Shipwrecked VBS, kids discover how Jesus rescues us 
through life’s storms and I need your help! Our volunteers 
are what make VBS so successful and such a wonderful 
experience for the children and their families. We again 
need many faithful leaders to volunteer so we can provide 
another wonderful week for the 120+ children expected to 
attend.  
 
Our annual VBS Team Kickoff Luncheon meeting will be 
Sunday, April 22nd in the Social Hall from 12:15-1:30pm 
and I need to put our Leadership Team in place now so we 
can meet initially in March before the April kickoff.  
 
If you’d like to join our team, the following leaders are 
needed: 
 
VBS SANCTUARY TEAM 
REGISTRATION TABLE LEADERS (4) 
TECHNOLOGY LEADER (1) 
INFO DESK GREETERS/CREW USHERS (2) 
MISSION MONEY COUNTER (1) 
SPOTLIGHT PHOTOS LEADER (1) 
 
VBS ELEMENTARY TEAM  
ELEMENTARY CRAFT PROJECT LEADERS (2) 
ELEMENTARY GAMES STATION LEADERS (2) 
ELEMENTARY SNACK STATION LEADERS (2) 
ELEMENTARY BIBLE STORY STATION LEADERS (2) 

ELEMENTARY KIDVID CINEMA LEADERS (2) 
ELEMENTARY CREW LEADERS (AT LEAST 20) 
ELEMENTARY CREW YOUTH HELPERS (AT LEAST 5) 
 
VBS PRESCHOOL TEAM  
PRESCHOOL CRAFT STATION LEADER (2) 
PRESCHOOL BIBLE STORY STATION LEADER (2 
PRESCHOOL GAMES STATION LEADER (2) 
PRESCHOOL SNACK STATION LEADER (1) 
PRESCHOOL CREW LEADERS (AT LEAST 12) 
PRESCHOOL CREW YOUTH HELPERS (AT LEAST 4) 
  
If you are interested in serving on the Leadership Team in 
any of the areas listed above, please email Katie Guise as 
soon as possible at katie@hicksumc.org with your pre-
ferred area to serve. If you have served in the past and 
you’d like to do the same job again, please let us know 
when you reply so we can be sure to save your place. If 
you would like to serve as a Crew Leader with one of your 
children, please also indicate which child you’d like to be 
placed with when you reply. 
 
Anyone in our church, grades 5 and up, is invited to serve - 
Dad’s are especially encouraged to volunteer! Adults over 
the age of 18 must have their PA clearances on file in our 
church office before July 1st.  
 
If you will be joining our VBS Team we encourage you to 
plan to attend our April 22nd VBS Team Kickoff meeting. A 
catered lunch will be provided for you and your family 
members as we go over important information for our 
team members. More info and an RSVP for the luncheon 
will be emailed later.  
 
Thank you so much for prayerfully considering how God 
can use you to make a lasting impact for the kids this  
summer. VBS is such a HUGE week for our church and 
community and it simply can’t happen without all of 
you!  If you have any specific questions about what is  
expected for each role, please don’t hesitate to contact us!  
 
Katie Guise & Lyndsay Link, VBS Co-Directors 
 

mailto:katie@hicksumc.org


 

 

Hicks Youth Fellowship News and Events  
Previous Events 
During the weekend of January 12th-14th we took our 
youth to Wesley Forest United Methodist Church Camp. 
We had a great weekend worshipping Christ and spending 
time in fellowship. The youth had fun playing 9 Square in 
the snow, hanging out in the lodge playing cards and other 
games, and the new favorite game King Frog. Wesley  
Forest is a great place that the youth love. Camp’s an  
integral part of our ministry, and it’s a wonderful oppor-
tunity to visit there twice a year! 
 
Current Events  
 February brings a long-awaited lock in at the church! 

We plan to go skating at the Martinsburg Community 
Center, play some games, watch a movie, and a lot of 
other lock in fun. The youth will meet at the church at 
7:00 PM. Parents can pick their youth up at 9:30 AM 
on Saturday. If anyone needs to leave early, please just 
let me know so I can plan accordingly.  

 
 Believe it or not, summer camp is right around the cor-

ner. Registration for camp is open now, and it’s never 
to early to sign up! Anyone who signs up by May 1st, 
you will receive a $25 discount. As a reminder, Hicks 
graciously pays half of the cost. If anyone needs assis-

tance paying for camp, there are also scholarships 
available. You can register for camp at 
www.susumcamps.org. If you want to register for the 
week that Rich leads, register for Venture Camp, 
WF17, July 22 – 27th.  

 
 Coming back this year is also a Post-Grad camp for an-

yone ages 18 – 24. This camp offers the same Wesley 
Forest experience but with a twist. Young adults get to 
worship, learn about God, talk about real issues in 
their season of life. Anyone who registers by May 1st, 
will receive a $25 discount. Register for Post-Grads, 
WF03, June 13- 16th. 
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February Calendar 
 
 
 

February 4th  No Youth Group  
February 12th  Youth Group 5:30-7pm  
February 18th  Youth Group 5:30-7pm  
February 23rd-24th  Lock-in 7 PM-8:30 AM.  
February 25th  No Youth Group 

http://www.susumcamps.org
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The Commission on a Way Forward is nearing the completion of its task of making 
recommendations of possible ways forward for The United Methodist Church  
regarding the inclusion of LGBTQ persons in this global denomination. 
  
The 32-member Commission concluded its three-day meeting in Dallas, Texas, on 
Saturday after reworking sketches of possible models of the future of the  
denomination that will be part of the final report to the Council of Bishops in May. 
Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball, one of the moderators of the Commission, noted that 
the members who have had six meetings since January last year, are confident 
that the Commission will succeed in its work. 
  
"The common work of God's spirit moves in each one of our lives.  The spiritual 
gifts that are gifted to each of us by God are given to be used for the common 
good of all people.  It is this Spirit that both unifies us and inspires us to use the 
diversity of spiritual gifts to be visionaries and to consider the whole realm of 
what is possible; to dream dreams, big dreams, to the glory of God." She said the Commission, in the unity of 
God's Spirit, continues to take a fresh look at the church and what is possible. 
  
"We seek a way forward for The United Methodist Church that strengthens and expands Christ's mission in 
ways that value and enable the Church to reach more people in different contexts around the world and to 
minister with faithfulness, humility, creativity, and generosity," said Bishop Steiner Ball. Council of Bishops 
President Bishop Bruce Ough and Area Resident Bishop Michael McKee both addressed the members on 
Thursday, the first day of the meeting. 
  
"Time is running short and we need to focus. Simple is better than complex. Reasonable detail is better than 
ambiguity. Fewer disciplinary changes is better than more. Honor the parameters and values of the Mission, 
Vision and Scope document -  unity, contextualization and enhanced mission," said Bishop Ough. Bishop 
Ough also asked the Commission to provide the Council with a draft theological statement that both informs 
the structural models and creates a compelling narrative for the models. Each day of the three-day meeting 
began with devotions that were led by the moderators, Bishop Steiner Ball, Bishop Ken Carter and Bishop  
David Yemba, using the 1 Corinthians 12 scripture on the importance of being one body of Christ despite the 
differences. 
  
In reviewing the feedback from the Council of Bishops, the Commission worked on incorporating the UMC 
theological foundation in proposed models for the future of the UMC. "We understand that a way forward 
must go deeper than structural change and legislative revision.  A way forward for the church draws upon the 
deep consensus of all that we believe and teach, especially about the grace of God which leads to mission 
and holiness, "said Bishop Carter as he reflected on the theological work. "At the same time, we approach 
this theological work with a 'convicted humility'-we are grounded in important convictions, and yet we 'see 
through a glass darkly,' in Paul's words, and so we hold these convictions with humility before God and each 
other," he added. 
 

Commission On a “Way Forward”  
Prepares Bishops Report 

Continued on next page 



 

 

 

Soup Lunches Begin February 10th  

Commission On a “Way Forward” Prepares Bishops Report  
Continued from pg. 7 

 
The Commission members also discussed the importance of maintaining the missional focus of the UMC in 
any future structural changes. "As the commission continues its efforts to dream anew, it also continues to 
work to paint a picture of the dream for people in ways they can catch glimpses of and have hope for a  
wholly and holy way forward that enables the UMC to better reach new people, and more people with the 
good news of Jesus Christ in all parts and contexts of the world." Bishop Steiner Ball noted. With Central  
Conferences being integral parts of any way forward, the Commission spent time working on how those  
conferences outside of the United States would be incorporated in any possible structural models in this 
global denomination. "We are a global church and every decision we make should be seen in that context," 
noted Bishop Yemba as he shared a report on Central Conferences. "As the United Methodist Church  
continues the struggle on how to find a way forward on the burning issue of human sexuality, we need to 
continue using our collective wisdom as Connection in order to create space and flexibility that allow central 
conferences to stay and work together to fulfill our missional mandate." Bishop Yemba further noted that: 
"Many United Methodists outside of the United States would like to see the context be taken into  
consideration seriously. Whatever models the Council of Bishops will come up with and recommend to  
General Conference as a way forward, it is expected that such a recommendation will provide space to focus 
on what unites us and not what separates us as well as what we can say together as basic principles on  
human sexuality in the light of the Gospel." The Commission plans to share its reworked models of possible 
ways forward with the Council of Bishops next month at a meeting that has been called to specifically hear 
more from the Commission. 
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Whoever said “there’s no such thing as a 
free lunch” has never met the dedicated 
people of Hicks serving weekly soup lunch-
es to our community.  Beginning Saturday, 
February 10th, generous members of our 
congregation will cook, bake, and serve a 
free soup luncheon once a week for anyone 
who stops by for good fellowship and good 
food. The lunch features homemade soups, 
a side dish, dessert, and beverage.  
 
The lunches will run weekly until March 
10th.  Please consider helping with these 
lunches individually, as a family, small 
group or Sunday School class and/or by 

providing soup and desserts.  You can sign up at the Welcome Desk or call the church office. The first Lenten 
Soup Lunch will be held at Hicks on Saturday, February 10th from 11 am – 1 pm.   
 
The soup luncheons provide goodwill and fellowship in the Duncansville community while opening our 
church doors to anyone who might be seeking God in their lives.   
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Two New Small Groups Being Offered 

Renew 
Are you feeling stressed, worried or bro-
ken? Are your old habits gnawing at 
you?  Come RENEW at our new small 
group.  
 Sing Praise Songs 
 Live the Beatitudes 
 Share your life with others 
 Pray 
 Allow God to Transform 
Beginning March 7th “RENEW” will be 
facilitated by Barb Webb and will  
continue meeting the 1st Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 in the Genesis class-
room of the Church House. You can contact Barb Webb at barbara.webb@crestlinehotels.com or Jess Pea-
cock at jpeacock@peerstarllc.com for more information. 
 

“Girls with Swords:  
How to Carry Your Cross Like a Hero” 

Worldwide, women are the 
targets of prejudice, sex 
trafficking, abuse, and  
gendercide. A spiritual enemy 
is seeking to disarm women 
on every level. Lisa Bevere 
explains how the Word of God 
is a sword that should be both 
studied and wielded. If there 
ever was a time for women to 
be armed, it’s now. Creatively 

forging the imagery of swords, the Word of God, and the Cross, Girls with Swords will teach you: 
 
 How to speak the language of heaven on earth 
 What it means to intercede 
 What it means to carry your cross 
 What it means to be discerning 
 How to disarm the enemy 
 Why women are the enemy’s target— and why God needs them to be heroes 

Girls with Swords meets every 2nd and 4th Tuesday at Dunkin Donuts at 7:30pm (in front of Target) and is 
being led by Lori Kratzer. The next meeting will be February 13th. You can call or text Lori at 814-312-1032 
for more information about the group. 



 

 

HICKS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                                                                                                                  JULY, 2016 HICKS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                                                                                             FEBRUARY, 2018 

Easter Flowers  
 

Easter flowers may be ordered now through March 13.  There will be an assortment of 
Easter lilies, tulips, hyacinths and daffodils.  Each flower will cost $9.00.  Order forms 
are on the Welcome Desk.  Please place your order along with payment in an envelope 
and give to Debbie Treese, or place it in the offering plate.  You may take your flower 
home after the Easter worship services.  Please call Debbie at 695-3060 with any  
questions. 

 
 

2018 Easter Flower Order Form  
The church will be decorated with flowers for the Easter morning services.  You may order flowers in honor 
of, or in memory of loved ones.  In order to have a variety of Easter flowers for the Easter morning services, 
please circle your preference of flower.  Although I cannot guarantee you will get your choice, every attempt 
will be made to have those flowers available.  The deadline for orders is March 13.  Please put your order 
and payment in an envelope and place it in the offering plate, or give it to Debbie Treese.  Direct your ques-
tions to Debbie at 695-3060. 
 
Circle your preference:  Lily      Tulip      Hyacinth      Miniature Daffodil      Full size Daffodil 

NAME_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
IN MEMORY OF_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
IN HONOR OF__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of flowers ordered at $9.00 each_________       
                                                              

(Make checks payable to Debbie Treese or Hicks UMC.) 

 

Joanne Rodgers                February 1  
Gavin Bell                          February 2  
Roger Lindsey          February 2  
Carolyn Dicken          February 3  
J. Richard Fruth                February 3  

Elaine Mallory               February 5  
Sofia Moritz                      February 6  
Tom O'Connor                 February 6  
Darleanne Evangelista   February 7  
Cameron Nebelski        February 7  
Roran Robison                  February 7  
Brandon Stewart         February 8  
Matthew Dodson        February 10  
Robert Baird         February 11  
Melissa Cutshall    February 11  
Brady Bickel           February 12  
Stacey Fleck  February 12 
Scott Camloh       February 14  
Ella Monahan                   February 14  

Marsha Smith       February 14  
Lauren Simpson        February 15  
Sandy Thomas         February 15  
Ryan Priel                February 17  
Whitney Moritz             February 18  
Amina Jandora            February 19  
Heather Merriman          February 19  
Simon Adams            February 21  
Terry Bowser     February 22  
Shawn Dively       February 22  
Carly Ackinclose              February 24  
Tyden Basenback           February 24  
Sarah DeStefano          February 26  
Richard Wilkinson February 26 

Happy February Birthday to You 
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