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“Old age is a continuous series of losses.”  Geriatric doctor, Felix Silverstone 
“Old age is not a battle.  Old age is a massacre.”  Author Philip Roth 
“Don’t get old.”  A church member to this pastor 
 

In his excellent book, Being Mortal, surgeon and author Atul Gawande notes that attitudes about aging have 
changed dramatically in this country.  Unlike the youth-obsessed 
culture of today, previous generations used to venerate the old 
and see advantages to aging.  People used to lie about their age in 
a different way than people do today.  People used to say they 
were older than they actually were.  Because it used to be an ad-
vantage to be older.  Think about that.  People lied to appear older. 
 
The main focus of  Being Mortal is to consider how modern medi-
cine, though improving certain aspects of our lives during the aging 
process, has in some ways completely failed our older generations.  
Gawande criticizes the one-size-fits all institutionalism of many 
nursing homes.  He advocates for assisted living facilities and other 
models of care that honestly face the challenges of living into our 
seventies, eighties, and nineties but do so in a way that still allow 
us to make choices around what constitutes a happy and meaning-
ful life.  Gawande is critical of his own profession, physicians, who 
have largely been trained to fix problems that they know how to 
fix, but are less helpful with the chronic problems that old age inev-
itably brings.   What most of us need as we age is help in managing the challenges of living within an increas-
ingly narrowing scope of control.   
 
The biggest takeaway for me from this book is Gawande’s encouragement for aging seniors to have discus-
sions with their families about their priorities and choices as they age.  These include not only end-of-life in-
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structions but what to do in a host of situations in-
cluding loss of mobility, loss of ability to live alone, 
and many other choices to be made in the face of se-
rious illness.  Gawande notes that most people don’t 
have these discussions until it is almost too late for 
them to do any real good.   
 
As we enter old age we would, of course, like to con-
tinue doing all the things we could always do.  But 
beyond being safe and cared for, older adults want 
what the rest of us want as well, a life of meaning, 
contribution, love, and relationship.  I encourage you 
to check out the book.  And I encourage you to talk 
with family, friends, and your church about what you 
want for you and your loved ones as we all get older.  
 
In Christ, 
Rich Morris, pastor 

BLUEBERRY   
sponsored by Altoona District Mission Central    

1/2  
in  within of  5th. Will  

 
 

Name: __________________________________ _______________________ 
 

 
 

  of $______  

to Connie Morris or place in  
envelope on Welcome Desk by Sunday, June  17. 

 

The Altoona Mission Central HUB is again sponsoring a blueberry sale.  The blueberries are picked in NJ 
within 24 hours of delivery and freeze well.  They will arrive Thursday, July 5th.  The price is $30.00 for a 10 
pound box (approx. 13 ½ pints).  Checks should be made out to Connie Morris, Hicks Blueberry Sale Coordi-
nator.  Payment is due with your order and order forms can be found on the Welcome desk where there is 
also an envelope for your order and payment.  Deadline for orders is June 17th. 

Altoona HUB Blueberry Sale 
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VBS SUPPLIES. There are still many supply tags hanging in the VBS 
display by the Welcome Desk. If you take a tag, please write your 
name/phone number on the supply list sheets so we can contact you if 
the item or quantity changes. Thank you so much for your support. 
Our Shipwrecked VBS is being held July 9-13th from 6:00-8:15pm. Reg-
ister your children (ages 3 years old through completion of 4th grade) 
online at https://vbspro.events/p/events/shipwreckedhicksumc today. 
 
CLOTHING DONATIONS. Foot of Ten School Nurse is looking for gen-
tly used clothing donations for students in need. Boys pants, sizes 10-
14; Boys shorts, sizes 6-16; sneakers for boys and girls, sizes 13-4; girls 
shorts or pants, sizes 10-14.  If you can donate any of these items, 
please bring them to the church office. 
 

MEAL & MINISTRY.  The next M&M will be Monday, June 4th with a lunch at the Brooklyn Deli on Route 764 
near Blue Knob Auto, and we will then be volunteering at the HUB in Altoona from 1-3 pm.  All are welcome 
to attend the meal, the ministry, or both. 

IN  

BRIEF 

Our church will pay half of the registration fee for each child that 
attends camp, with the parents providing the first half.   
 
July 15-17th: Grandparents and Me At Greene Hills 
An event offering unique grandchildren-grandparent one-on-one 
time.  The experience includes Bible study, fossil finding, swim-
ming, rock wall climbing and s’mores.  Comfortable accommoda-
tions are provided at the Manor with meals a short hike away in 
the dining hall.  Adults/Grades 1-4, $130.  
 
July 22-27th: Awesome Elementary Church Camp at Wesley For-
est 
Here’s a short list of things that make Awesome Elementary so 
awesome: goofy themed days, silly all camp songs, movie theater 
night, hilarious worship skits, and daily afternoon sno-cones for 
all! This camp is for students entering grades 4th-7th in the fall of 
2018.   
 
July 22-27th: Venture Jr./Sr. High Camp at Wesley Forest 
This is our biggest Jr/Sr High summer event. Venture is known for the longest camp slip n’ slide, an epic vol-
leyball and ultimate frisbee tournament, huge evening rec games, loud and goofy songs, and incredible camp-
fire worship. This camp is for students entering grades 8th—12th in the fall of 2018.   
 
Visit the Camping Ministry web site for online registration www.susumcamps.org/ or see a camping brochure 
on the Welcome Desk. 

 

2018 Church Camp Registration 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/shipwreckedhicksumc
http://www.susumcamps.org/
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 Register Online for Shipwrecked VBS 

 

OUR MISSION: Our Children's Ministry's purpose is to assist par-
ents with  their children's life long journey to know, love and follow 
Jesus.  We want to connect children to God and to each other as we 
teach and equip them to become disciples and create community. 

Weekly Children’s Church: 9:30 & 11:00am 

Our VBS program will be held July 9th-13th from 
6:00-8:15pm.  
 
There are many, many things to accomplish be-
fore the fun begins. Our theme for this year is 
“Shipwrecked” and we are really excited to turn 
our Sanctuary into an island of fun for the kids!  
 
Shipwrecked is for all kids ages 3 thru completion 
of 4th grade.  
 

Register online  
 
Supply tags are hung on the “Donation Island” 
table to the right of the Welcome Desk in our 
Chapel area. Please consider taking a tag and 
helping us with our list of supplies. 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/shipwreckedhicksumc
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Begins June 10th 

New Summer Small Group for Upper Elementary 
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2018 High School Graduates 
 

Rachel Cidor 
Great Commission Schools 

Attending Seton Hill University, Graphic Design 
 

Ethan Cutshall 
Hollidaysburg Area High School 

Attending Penn State Altoona, Electro-Mechanical Engineering 
 

Brandon Good 
Altoona Area High School 

Attending Penn State Altoona, Finance 
 

Dane Holtz 
Hollidaysburg Area High School 

Attending University of Pittsburgh, Biology (Pre-Med) 
 

Raegan LeCrone 
Hollidaysburg Area High School 

Attending Seton Hill University, Nutrition & Dietetics 
 

Anthony Menard 
Hollidaysburg Area High School 

Attending University of Pittsburgh, Pharmacy 
 

Michael Morris 
Hollidaysburg Area High School 

Attending Penn State Altoona, Civil Engineering 
 

2018 College Graduates 
 

Allyce Fogle 
Saint Francis University, BS Degree in Early Childhood Education 

 

Jason Garman 
California University of PA, Masters Degree in Social Work 

 

Kurtis Schobel 
PA College of Technology 

Associates of Applied Science Degree, Engineering Technologies 
 

Glenn Webb 
Penn Highlands – summer graduation, Associates Degree in Liberal Arts  

Anthony Menard Brandon good Jason garman Allyce fogle 

Rachel cidor 

Dane holtz  raegan Lecrone 
ethan cutshall  Michael morris 

High school graduates 

College graduates 
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Hicks Youth Fellowship Upcoming Events 

Upcoming Events  
June 20th Volunteer Day 9 AM-3 PM.  
June 29th & 30th Creation Music Festi-
val.  

 

Volunteer Day  
On Wed June 20th our youth will partic-
ipate in a day of volunteering working 
in a variety of locations throughout the 
Hollidaysburg Area. Youth are to meet at the church at 9 AM on that 
Wednesday and we will be done at 3 pm that Wednesday. If you need 
rides or, must leave early or, show up late just let Jason know.  
 

Creation Music Festival  
HYF will be heading to Creation Music Festival Friday June 29th and Satur-
day June 30th. We will be camping Friday night at Raystown Lake and will 
be home Saturday Night After the concert is over. All youth in grades 7-12 
are welcome to attend. Cost is $20.00 per youth. Some of our volunteers 
will be working Friday and we will need a few parents to come down and 
help chaperone at till these volunteers can get off. Parents would also be 
encouraged to stay Friday night if they would like as well. Any questions 
about either event please contact Jason Garman Director of Youth Minis-
try for more information at jgarman09@yahoo.com. 



 

 

HICKS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                                                                                                                  JULY, 2016 HICKS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                                                                                             JUNE, 2018 

Happy June Birthday to You 

Backyard Club Volunteers Are Needed 
This summer we will be having both Dinner Church and 
Backyard Club on Tuesday evenings.  Since starting Dinner 
Church during the winter months we have developed some 
relationships with the parents of some of our Backyard Club 
kids as well as other adults at Evergreen and we would like 
to continue meeting with them this summer. We will have 
Dinner Church on the first Tuesday (6/5; 7/3; 8/7) and Back-
yard Club the other Tuesdays of the month.  Both will be 
outdoors at the same place.   
 
The only difference will be on Dinner Church evenings we 
will provide a dinner for the participants along with games 

for the kids and a devotion from Pastor Rich.  Please continue to sign up at the Welcome Desk to help on 
Tuesday evenings and/or donate drinks or snacks for Backyard Club and food items for Dinner Church.  Thank 
you for your continued help with this important ministry.  Questions regarding this information can be di-
rected to Allyce Fogle at adf101@francis.edu. We are in need of small snack items and drinks for Backyard 
Club.  Some suggestions are:  small water bottles, juice pouches/boxes, small bags of chips, pretzels, cookies, 
etc.  Items can be dropped off at the church office.   
 

 

Richard Smith 
June 2 
 
Ben Marney 
June 6 
 
Charlotte Knipple 
June 8 
 
Lloyd Forshey 
June 9 
 
Cara Keiper 
June 9 
 
Gavyn Jones 
June 10 
 
Jason Meadows 
June 11 
 
Madison Lucas 
June 12 
 
Connie Morris 
June 12 

Jolan Schobel 
June 12 
 
Joseph Campolong 
June 14 
 
Katie Montgomery 
June 14 
 
Caitlyn Nelson 
June 14 
 
Alexis Walters 
June 14 
 
James Watt 
June 14 
 
Brian Koelle 
June 15 
 
Kurtis Schobel 
June 16 
 
Thomas Hecht 
June 17 

Dolores Hendrickson 
June 17 
 
Carolee Magnetti 
June 17 
 

June 18 
 
Matthew Leonard 
June 18 
 
Sheldon Woolridge 
June 18 
 
Chris Basenback 
June 19 
 
Bonnie Cramer 
June 19 
 
Mike Biesinger 
June 20 
 
Nadia Camloh 
June 23 

Joy Bell 
June 24 
 
Josh Selfridge 
June 24 
 
Cortney Bowser 
June 26 
 
Connie Frazier 
June 26 
 
Walter Kratzer 
June 26 
 
Breanne Venios 
June 28 
 
Karen Parvin 
June 30  

mailto:adf101@francis.edu
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AUTHORIZATION AGREEMENT FOR AUTOMATIC ENTRIES 
 

Company Name: HICKS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 
I/we hereby authorize the above named COMPANY to initiate debit entries and, if necessary, 
any adjustments needed to correct entries made in error, to account (s) indicated below, and 
the financial institution named below, hereinafter called FINANCIAL INSTITUTION, to credit 
and/or debit the same to such account(s). I acknowledge that the origination of ACH transac-
tions to my account must comply with the provision of U.S. Laws and Regulations including 
the Sanction Laws administered by the Office of Foreign Asset Control. 

 

Please attach a voided check to this form and return to the Company 
 

Financial Institution Information 
 

Financial Institution Name:  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ________________________________   State:___________ Zip:_______________ 
 
Transit/ABA No._____________________________________________________________ 
 
Account No.: __________*Amount to be withdrawn monthly: _______________________ 
 
This authorization is to remain in full force and effect until COMPANY has received written no-
tification from me (or either of us) of its termination in such time and in such manner as to 
afford COMPANY a reasonable opportunity to act on it. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Full name (first, middle, last) – Please print 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Social Security Number 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature (required) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date_____________________Email Address_______________________________________ 

 

*All transactions will be automatically withdrawn on the 30th of each month 
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OUR STAFF 

 

Rev. Rich Morris, Pastor 
Alan Anderson, Praise Band Leader 
Cathy Baird, Sexton 
Bob Baird, Building Superintendent  
Nancy Cherry, Church Secretary 
Jolene Cidor, Financial Secretary 
Heidi Fogle, Treasurer 
Jason Garman, Youth Director 
Katie Guise, Children’s Ministry Director 
Billie Jo Jackson, Nursery Coordinator 
Jessica Peacock, Discipleship/Outreach  
Robin Ritchey, Assimilation 
Elaine Mallory, Organist 
Sandy Steele, Choir Director 

Hicks United Methodist Church 
1211 Third Ave., PO Box 384 

Duncansville, PA  16635 
(814) 695-8529  office@hicksumc.org 

www.hicksumc.org 

Missed a Week in Worship or want to re-
listen to a favorite message? Visit the 
“Messages” tab on our new Hicksumc.org 
web site to catch up. 

https://www.facebook.com/hicksunitedmethodist/
https://www.instagram.com/hicksunitedmethodistchurch/
https://www.hicksumc.org/messages
https://www.hicksumc.org/messages

