
We had a testimony time instead of a sermon in worship the other week.  I 

had asked several people to give testimonies of how knowing Jesus had 

changed them.  Their stories were unique to them, but what they shared in 

common was the importance of church community and the encouragement 

they had received in their faith.  Tears were flowing in worship that day.  

Others stepped up to the microphone and spontaneously told their stories.   

One church member shook my hand leaving worship and told me 

(jokingly?) “That was the best sermon you ever preached, Rich.”   I got a 

call from another man later that week who said, “I want you know what a 

powerful service that was.  We are still talking about it. Sometimes you 

have to hear the bad things (as a pastor) but I want you to hear the good 

things too.” 

It was a powerful morning of worship.  It’s times like these that remind me 

of how good the church can be and how important our mission is.  It’s times 

like these when I am so proud to be a part of Hicks Church.  This church, 

this thing that we are all a part of, is worthy of our support.  It’s worthy of 

our best because it’s really God’s thing with us.  “It is God who is at work in 

you,” as St. Paul told the church at Rome.  This is the idea behind our  

Capital Campaign 2020.  It is a campaign to raise support for more fully 

funding our mission and ministry.  We began this campaign on November 

3, 2019 and it will conclude on May 3 of this year.  I want to give you an 

update on where we are.  As of February 23rd  we have raised $133,426.  

That is sixty-seven percent of our goal of $200,000.  That’s not bad.  But 

we still have a ways to go.  Thank you to everyone who has given so far.  

Thank you for your faithfulness and generosity.  
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I am grateful for the fun time we had at our Winter Dinner last month.  

We shared some amazing desserts and raised $500 in the process.  It 

was a fun way to think outside the box as a church in our giving.  I 

would challenge you to think outside the box of your normal giving.  

What can you do to support the Campaign?  Maybe it could be giving a 

part of a tax refund.  Maybe it could be raising your weekly or monthly 

tithe to the church.  There are times when we should give simply 

“because Jesus.”  I believe this may be one of those times.  We are in 

a time of tremendous opportunity.  We want to make the most of the 

opportunities God has provided for us.   

In Christ, 

Shut In Team 

The Hicks shut in team is 

here to serve the parishion-

ers of Hicks that due to  

illness or infirmity can no 

longer attend church  

services.  Our mission is to 

bring love, compassion and 

connection to the shut in from 

their church family.  Please 

let the office know if a  

member has become a shut 

in due to illness, surgery,  

infirmity, etc.  IF YOU DON’T 

TELL THE CHURCH  

OFFICE SOMEONE HAS 

BECOME A SHUT-IN, WE 

DON’T KNOW. 

 

Dinner Church 

Every 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Tuesday of 

each month, the Church  

provides dinner at Evergreen 

Manor.  It is a time of fellow-

ship with the parents and 

children who participate in 

Backyard Club.  You can sign 

up at the Welcome Desk.  

Please reach out to Jeromy 

McCorriston at 814-660-6672 

with any questions.   

 

YMCA Run/Walk Series 

Are you interested in joining 

a team to compete in the 

YMCA Run/Walk  

Series?  The races are 

scheduled throughout 

2020.  Please sign-up at the 

welcome desk.  We will  

create a team based on  

interest. 

“CAPITAL CAMPAIGN” CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

February 23 Calvin McCune’s Sunday School Class from the Hicks 

UMC of Duncansville held class at the Hollidaysburg Veterans 

Home.  Calvin’s classmates were very pleased to have him in the 

fellowship for study in the Word.   Many thanks go out to the HVH 

for providing this opportunity. 

Calvin McCune’s Sunday School Class Visit 



Volunteers in Mission Spring Mission Trip 

Greetings VIM Volunteers, 

Spring is fast approaching. We have a team of 16 volunteers going on the March trip to Swansboro, 
NC and are working on the plans for that trip. Now I need to begin the planning for our April trip to 
Greenbriar, WV the week of April 26-May 1, 2020. We will be traveling to White Sulphur Springs, WV 
(Greenbriar County) to assist with flood damage that occurred June, 2016. you plan to go on this trip, 
please respond to reserve a spot on the team by mailing the registration form by the deadline date of 
March 15, 2020.  

The cost for the week will be $160 which includes travel, lodging and food. We will leave Altoona on 
Sunday late morning and travel back home at the end of the week on Friday afternoon. 

If you are interested in this trip, please complete the forms and send them along with your registra-
tion fees to Joy Shields, 512 27th Ave, Altoona, PA 16601.  

We will need individuals from the team to drive personal vehicles to help transport team members. 
(You will be reimbursed for fuel & a small stipend for your vehicle use) Please mark on your registra-
tion form if you would like to help with the transportation. 

We will be working under the "WV Volunteer Organizations Active in Disaster (WV VOAD). We will 
be staying in a church in the White Sulphur Springs area but those arrangements will not be finalized 
until we have a head count for the team.  

There will be more details emailed as I get the information from the coordinators and the trip date 
gets closer. If you have any questions about the trip or know any friends who would like to become a 
VIM team member and join us on our trip, please recruit them and give them a copy of the registra-
tion form. New members are always welcome. 

If you have any questions feel free to email at vimaltoona@susumc.org or contact me on my cell 
phone at 814-931-5324. Please consider going on this last spring trip with the team to be the hands 
and feet of our Lord, Jesus Christ. You will be so blessed for your service. 

Regards, 

Joy Shields 
Altoona District VIM Team Leader 

file:///C:/Users/Katie/Documents/Newsletter/2020 April WV Registration Forms.pdf
mailto:vimaltoona@susumc.org


The United Methodist Women will meet Wednesday, 

March 18.  Bring a covered-dish for the noon luncheon in 

the church Social Hall and share a delicious meal with 

friends.  Sonia Keiper will present a program "Meeting 

God's Call to Transform Communities."  This program will 

shine a light on the many ways members of the United 

Methodist Women have changed the lives of women, 

children and youth.  Easter eggs will be filled for Ever-

green Manor and donations of wrapped candy are need-

ed.  Plan now to attend. April 15 will be a dramatic Easter 

reading, “Mary’s Conversations with God.” You won’t want to miss this powerful presentation.  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN CELEBRATE 150 YEARS 

Hop on over to the Duncansville 

Community Park on Saturday, 

April 11th for the annual Easter 

Egg Hunt.  

Kids ages 10 and under are  

welcome to participate and will be 

divided into appropriate age  

categories for the hunt.  

Bring your own Easter basket or 

bag. The hunt begins at 1:00pm. 

No registration is necessary for 

this fun, free event. 

Many bags of wrapped candy are 

needed to fill the 800+ eggs we 

will need to contribute for the 

event. Please bring in your  

donations and place them in the 

Church Office. Thank you for your 

support.  



Holy week is the most important time in the church year. In that week over 2000 years ago, Christ 

changed the world. All these years later it has lost none of its power.  Celebrating Holy Week is not 

an obligation, but it is an opportunity. It is a chance to walk with the church through the most im-

portant week in the history of the world. Join us in Worship during our Holy Week services: 

Maundy Thursday, April 9th  

Worship, 7:00pm 

Good Friday, April 10th  

Worship, 7:00pm 

Easter Sunday, April 12th  

Sunrise Service, 6:00am 

Traditional Service, 8:00am 

Center Service, 9:30am 

Contemporary Service, 11:00am 

CELEBRATE THE EASTER STORY AT HICKS UMC 

6:00AM  8:00AM  9:30AM  11:00AM 

HOPE STARTS HERE 

Holy Week and Easter Worship Services 



March/April Birthdays 

Joann Lovett     March 1 

Vicki Good     March 3 

Makenzie Link    March 4 

Kendall Link     March 4 

Regina Forshey    March 6 

Alex Guise     March 6 

Greg Ackinclose    March 7 

Jamie Claycomb    March 8 

Chandra Jandora    March 8 

Ronald Thomas    March 8 

David Oppel     March 10 

Aaron Cidor     March 12 

Kathy Hazlett     March 12 

Emily Morris     March 12 

Kateia Priel     March 12 

Avery Smith     March 15 

Melissa Kerr     March 18 

Donna Fruth     March 19 

Anne Gerrard    March 20 

Jennifer Smith    March 20 

Kenneth Ritchey   March 21 

Tim Campolong    March 22 

Wanda Dunkle    March 23 

Brandon Good    March 24 

Betty Linderman   March 24 

Kasey Reid     March 24 

Tia Biesinger     March 25 

Nancy Cherry    March 25 

Lance Spangler    March 25 

Matthew Cutshall   March 26 

Joshua Forshey    March 26 

Tracy Leonard    March 26 

Kara Cameron    March 27 

Tanner Fleck     March 29 

Kelsey Lenhart    March 30 

Michelle Smith    March 31 

Pam Robison     April 2 

Cathy Baird      April 2 

Steven Dodson     April 3 

Addison Basenback   April 5 

Calvin McCune      April 5 

Abigail Bell       April 8 

Katie Stewart      April 10 

Amy Garman      April 11 

Landi Gibson      April 11 

Donna Bon       April 12 

Marcia Bathurst     April 14 

Dorothy Stapelfeld    April 14 

Samuel Gilles     April 15 

Susie Ridenour      April 17  

Rich Morris       April 19  

Gus Dellinger      April 21  

David Forshey      April 21  

Kimberly Morris     April 22  

Isaac Jandora      April 24  

Riley Jandora      April 25  

Caliauna Venios     April 28  

Brian Fleck       April 29  

Debra Oppel       April 30 

  



NEW CHURCH SECRETARY: Meet Heather DeStefano 

Heather DeStefano is a native of Duncansville.  She is married to Tony DeStefano.  They have 

attended Hick’s Church for nearly 10 years.  She received a B.S. in Finance & Business  

Management at Pennsylvania State University. She went on to work in Finance and Banking  

Operations at various institutions including Prudential, Omega Bank and M&T Bank for 15 

years.  She then decided to leave banking to be a stay at home Mother.  Heather and her husband 

have 5 children.  They have one biological child named Anthony (12) and in 2012 they adopted 4 

children thru the Foster Care System, Bella (13), Sarah (12), and twins Ava and Aiden who are 

7.  She enjoys volunteering at her children’s school, Foot of Ten Elementary.  Three years ago she 

decided to take on a new adventure and is now the co-owner of Diamond Bridal located in  

Hollidaysburg.  She looks forward to this new position at Hicks UMC and continuing to get to know 

the members of Hick’s Church.   

1000 WASHCLOTHS NEEDED. 
At Charge Conference all church-
es were asked to bring an item 
from the UMCOR care kits.  The 
item assigned to Hicks is adult 
sized washcloths.  We are look-
ing to gather 1000 new wash-
cloths to take to the Annual Con-
ference in May. You can bring in 
your donations to the collection 
tote located near the Welcome 
Desk in the Sanctuary. 

HOLLIDAYSBURG LENTEN 

LUNCHEON.   

Hicks UMC will be sponsoring the 

Ministerium luncheon on  

Thursday, March 19th at noon at 

Zion Lutheran Church,  

Hollidaysburg.  A sheet is availa-

ble on the Welcome Desk to sign-

up to help set up/serve/clean up 

on that day.  Please contact Anne 

Gerrard with any questions at 814

-317-5472. 

 

MUSEUM OF THE BIBLE TRIP.   

Please let us know if you would 

be interested in going as a group 

to the Museum of the Bible in 

Washington, DC. Sign up at the 

Welcome Desk or contact Aaron 

Cidor by email or cell phone  

aaroncidor@gmail.com or 814-

312-3332. 

HUB NEEDS.   

The Altoona District Mission Hub 

is in need of dust masks, erasers, 

rulers, hand towels, flat diapers 

and sleepers.  Donations can be 

placed in the HUB basket in the 

donation station.  In addition, the 

HUB will be having a fundraiser at 

Hoss’s on March 15th.  The flyers 

to present for credit toward the 

HUB are available at the welcome 

desk. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:aaroncidor@gmail.com


OUR MISSION: 

Our Children's Ministry's 

purpose is to assist parents 

with  their children's life 

long journey to know, love 

and follow Jesus.  We want 

to connect children to God 

and to each other as we 

teach and equip them to 

become disciples and 

create community. 

 

YOUR HELP IS 

NEEDED: 

Are you able to serve 

during the month of March 

and April? I’m in need of 

Leaders and Helpers for all 

of our Children’s Ministry 

classes in March & April. 

PLEASE consider 

volunteering so we can 

continue to offer the same 

amount of classes each 

week. If you are free please 

let me know your 

availability and class 

preference and I’ll plug you 

in the schedule. Thank you 

so much for your faithful 

service. Please email Katie 

at Katie@hicksumc.org. 

 

 

New Elementary Small Group 

A new small group for elementary children in 3rd-6th grade has 

begun. This group will last 5 weeks ending April 5th. We will meet 

downstairs in the 3rd-6th grade classroom on Sundays from 

5:30pm - 7:30pm. This is meant to be a time for children to 

dig deeper into scripture and discuss with their peers. Any 

questions, contact Jeromy McCorriston at 814-660-6672. 

“Rocky Railway” Vacation Bible School 

At Rocky Railway, kids discover through life’s ups and downs that 

Jesus’ power pulls us through. Kids 

participate in memorable Bible-

learning activities, sing catchy songs, 

play teamwork-building games, 

engage in fun snack-eating 

experiences, take part in one-of-a-

kind Bible Adventures, and will learn 

to look for evidence of God all around 

them. Hicks Rocky Railway will be 

held Monday, July 6
th
 – Friday, July 

10
th
 at 6:00-8:15pm. VBS is for any 

child ages 3 – completion of 4
th
 grade. Online registration will be 

available May 1
st
.  

Awesome Elementary Church Camp at 

Wesley Forest 

What makes Awesome 

Elementary so awesome? We’ll 

tell you! Daily sno-cones, spirit 

week inspired daily themes, 

Christmas in July, goofy 

counselors, youth led worship 

skits, a movie under the stars, 

plus all of the classic Wesley 

Forest summer camp activities. 

Awesome Elementary will be 

held Sunday, July 26th - Friday, 

July 31st. This camp is for students currently in grades 3
rd

-6
th
. 

Register by May 1st for a $25 Early Bird discount at    

http://susumcamps.org/ 

mailto:Katie@hicksumc.org
http://susumcamps.org/


Good Friday 

Just as in years past HYF will be in charge of the Good Friday Service on 

April 10th. Youth that are interested in participating please look at the im-

portant dates section and see the three weeks of practice leading up to the 

service. The Good Friday service has always been a great opportunity for our 

youth to lead our church in a meaningful way during holy week. All youth of 

our church grades 7-12 are highly encouraged to participate in the service/

service planning process. 

Ignite Youth Rally 

On Saturday April 18th HFY will be participating in the annual spring Ignite 

Youth Rally hosted by the Hollidaysburg Youth Ministrium. This year we are 

holding the event at the YMCA. Activities that the youth can participate in 

include: basketball, dodgeball, obstacle courses, virtual reality video 

games and more. The event will start at 7pm and will end at 9:30 all youth 

in grades 7-12 are welcome to attend and encouraged to bring friends. 

Church Camp 

While March has just started, it is time for youth and their parents to start 

thinking about summer camp. The Early Bird Registration this year for 

camp is May 1st. If youth register on/before May 1st they will receive the 

early bird discount and a rumored (free hammock!!!) from the camping of-

fice. There are many camps that your child can sign-up for however the 

two main camps that our church has sent the most kids to is Post Grad 

Camp; lead by Jason and Michelle Garman for Young Adults and Venture 

camp lead by Pastor Rich. Young adults ages 18-24 are encouraged to 

sign-up for Post Grad and Youth ages 12-18 should sign up for venture. 

Any questions about camp please talk to Jason Garman or Pastor Rich. To 

register please go to www.wesleyforest.org. 

Hicks Youth Fellowship News  

Upcoming 

Events 
 
 

3-8-20  

Youth Group 5:30-7 

 

 

3-15-20  

No Youth Group 

 

 

3-22-20  

Youth Group/Good 

Friday Practice 5:30-7 

 

 

3-29-20  

Youth Group/Good 

Friday Practice  

5:30-7  

 

 

4-5-20  

Youth Group/Good 

Friday Practice  

5:30-7  

 

 

4-10-20  

Good Friday Service 

 

 

4-12-20  

Easter No Youth 

Group 

 

 

4-18-20  

Ignite Youth Rally 

YMCA Hollidaysburg  

 

 

4-19-20  

No Youth Group 

 

 

4-26-20  

Youth Group 5:30-7  

 

 

5-1-20  

Lock-In At Hicks UMC 

 
 

http://www.wesleyforest.org/
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Dear Parents of Teenagers, 
 
Thanks for all you do to invest in the life of 
your teenager(s). You probably feel like 
an uber driver (ready to pick them up/drop 
them off when they call), coach (helping them 
perfect their sport), tutor (working with them 
on homework), guidance counsellor 
(preparing them for the future) and, some-
times, a jockey (pushing them to cross the 
finish line...without a whip of course!)...all 
wrapped up in one! 
 
That's why, with all the insane busyness of 
parenting a teen, it's easy to let youth group 
attendance slide off the grid. It's tempting to 
think, "My kid's just too busy for a night of 

hanging out with other teenagers, playing some goofy games and hearing another Bible lesson." 
 
Believe me when I say, I understand the temptation. As a parent of a teenager (who has tons of homework, 
plays football and is not yet old enough to drive) my wife and I are constantly under pressure to measure eve-
ry event through the lenses of what matters most. And we have decided that youth group attendance must be 
a priority. Although we view ourselves as the primary spiritual influence of our kids, we also believe that a 
strong youth ministry plays a vital role in his overall spiritual development. 
 
With this as a backdrop here are 5 short, yet powerful, reasons you should encourage (make?) your teenager
(s) go to youth group: 

1.  Teenagers need models and mentors. 
"O God, You have taught me from my youth, And I still declare Your wondrous deeds. And even when I am 
old and gray, O God, do not forsake me, Until I declare Your strength to this generation, Your power to all 
who are to come. "  Psalm 71:17,18 
 
In the Jewish culture it wasn't just parents that poured into the younger folks. Older men poured into younger 
men and older women poured into younger women (Titus 2:1-8.) Of course you as a parent are called to be 
the primary spiriutal mentor of your own teenager but he/she also needs other godly adults! It's important for 
your son or daughter to see that this whole "Christianity thing" is more than just mom's and dad's belief sys-
tem. They need to have models and mentors that reinforce all of the spiritual truth they are learning from you. 

2.  Teenagers need community. 
"And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the 
Day approaching."  Hebrews 10:24,25 
 
In an age of bullying, gossip, slander and hatefulness (which can destroy a teenager's self-identity), young 
people need other young people who can lift them up, encourage them and challenge them in all the right 
ways. Youth group is also a place where teenagers can discover their spiritual gifting and begin to use it to 
serve others. This will help them have a heart to selflessly serve others for the rest of their lives! 

3.  Teenagers need mission. 
When Jesus challenged his most-likely teenaged disciples to "go and make disciples of all nations", he was 
tapping into the activist wiring of these young men. In the same way your teenager needs challenged with the 
mission to reach their peers with the good news of Jesus in a loving and contagious way. Youth group is a 
place where your teenager can invite their unbelieving friends to hear the gospel. But it's also a place where 
they can be equipped to share the good news of Jesus with their own peers (which will help them grow 
in their faith!) As your youth leader continues to build a Gospel Advancing ministry the message of Jesus will 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PG. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+71%3A17-18&version=NASB
http://biblehub.com/context/titus/2-1.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+10%3A24-25&version=NIV


 

advance in them and through them. This process will 
accelerate the discipleship process in the life of your 
teen in ways you could never imagine!  

4.  Teenagers need theology. 
"Then we will no longer be immature like children. 
We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind 
of new teaching. We will not be influenced when peo-
ple try to trick us with lies so clever they sound like 
the truth. Instead, we will speak the truth in love, 
growing in every way more and more like Christ, who 
is the head of his body, the church."  Ephesians 
4:14,15 
 
Youth group is a place where teenagers can wrestle 
through the theology you've been teaching them 
(you've been teaching them right?) and have it rein-
forced in a powerful and personal way under the 
guidance of a youth leader who knows how to ask 
great questions and point teens to sound truth. This 
should result in your teenagers knowing and owning 
their faith on a deeper level.  
 
Youth groups and small groups should be a place 
where teenagers can ask tough questions and even 
share doubts and struggles with their beliefs without 
fear of rebuke. Skilled youth leaders can take ques-
tioning teens back to God's Word as the source of 
authority and help them process through all of the 
Biblical truth you are praying they grasp, believe and 
live out. Great youth groups build on the foundation 
that godly moms and dads have laid. And, for those 
teenagers who don't have believing parents, an ef-
fective youth ministry helps lay a solid foundation of 
Biblical truth for the rest of a teenager's life. 
 

5.  Teenagers need a safe 
place to confess and confide. 
"Confess your sins to each other and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed."  James 5:16 
 
Often teenagers who struggle with sin and tempta-
tion have nowhere to confess and confide. They feel 
trapped by their sins. But a healthy youth ministry 
can create a safe space for teenagers to open up 
and talk honestly about their struggles. Of course this 
doesn't mean they should confess every sin to every-
one. But it does mean that they should have a hand-
ful of others who know their struggles and can pray 
for and encourage them to walk in victory over those 
sins. 
When my son came back from a youth retreat last 
year he had this opportunity. He opened up with a 

handful of others about some of his struggles and 
then he came back and opened up to me. After he 
confessed his struggles he told me that he felt a 
thousand pound weight had dropped off his back. 
 
Here's the thing, my son and I have a very strong 
and very open relationship. But there was something 
about his band of brother friends, under the leader-
ship of a caring adult in a youth retreat type setting, 
that gave him the freedom to confess and confide. 
 
Skilled youth leaders know how to create a context of 
open and honest dialogue. Teenagers who push 
their struggles down and never open up often strug-
gle later on in life with addictive and destructive be-
havior. An effective youth ministry can help teenag-
ers deal with these challenges now and prepare 
them to be victorious both now and later. 
 
Yes, I know that teen life is busy. But it would be a 
shame if our teenagers graduated from high school 
and were catapulted into "the real world" without eve-
ry opportunity to know, live, share and own their 
faith. 
 
At the end of the day, our teenagers embracing and 
embodying the Christian faith is more important than 
sports and more important than academics. Getting 
them involved in a healthy, vibrant youth ministry is 
worth fitting into a crazy, busy schedule. And if it's 
not quite as healthy as you think it should be then 
why don't you volunteer and make it better?  
 
There's too much at stake for us to get this wrong. 
So let's get it right! 
 
To Reach a Generation, 
Greg Stier  
(a fellow parent of a teenager and  
Founder of Dare 2 Share)  

5 Reasons You Should Keep Your Kids in Youth Group CONT. 
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OUR STAFF 

 

Rev. Rich Morris, Pastor 
Alan Anderson, Praise Band Leader 
Cathy Baird, Sexton 
Bob Baird, Building Superintendent  
Heather DeStefano, Church Secretary 
Jolene Cidor, Financial Secretary 
Jeromy McCorriston, Ministry Intern 
Heidi Fogle, Treasurer 
Jason Garman, Youth Director 
Katie Guise, Children’s Ministry Director 
Billie Jo Jackson, Nursery Coordinator 
Robin Ritchey, Assimilation 
Elaine Mallory, Organist 
Sandy Steele, Choir Director 

Saturday, March 14th 

2:00 pm First Hollidaysburg  

801 Allegheny St., Hollidaysburg 
 

Join us in March for General Conference Prayer and Informational Sessions. These identical  

sessions will be held in every district and are designed to equip clergy and laity with the resources 

to respond to their congregations on some of the issues being discussed at General Conference. 

Prayer is a central part of our gathering. We will intentionally pray for our church, our delegates, 

and to seek God’s yearning for the United Methodist Church. Please register at susumc.org/gc.   

http://www.hicksumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/hicksunitedmethodist/
https://www.instagram.com/hicksunitedmethodistchurch/
https://susumc.org/gc

