
 

 

People of the Book 
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I was on a plane recently and on a plane you still see people reading books.  I say “still” because it’s well 
known that the reading public has shrunk.  People don’t read books like they used to.   So when I am out in 
public and see someone reading I am instantly curious about what they are reading.  Sometimes I go up and 
ask them. Sometimes I just stare at them, trying to discern the book title from afar.   And then after airport 
security has released me from questioning, I too can go and get that book.   
 
I find summertime to be a great reading time.  As busy as our 
schedules are in summer, it’s not too hard to find a half hour every 
day to read a book.  Read a lot. But also read wisely.  What we feed 
our minds is what we are feeding our souls.  It’s not a coincidence 
that the founder of Methodism, John Wesley, was a famously well-
read man.  He read widely and deeply in theology, but also in  
science, philosophy, and politics.  Above all, John Wesley read the 
Bible.  He described himself as “a man of one book, and a student 
of many.”  He desired that the people called Methodist would be a 
People of the Book. 
 
There was a fire and power in John Wesley that fueled a sweeping 
movement in this country and in Great Britain.  It was Holy Spirit 
power grounded in the well-spring of a consistent devotion to 
reading God’s Word.  Is it also any coincidence that our contempo-
rary Methodist Church seems to lack that power because we are 
not connected to the well-spring that is the living Word of God? 
 
This month in worship we are discussing “How We View Scripture.”  Come to worship for this important  
topic.  But also do this – start reading the Bible for yourself.  There is no substitute.  No one can do this for 
you.  Perhaps it won’t be easy at first.  But it’s far from impossible.  Start with one of the Gospels.  Read the 
Bible a little bit every day for the next thirty days and see if something doesn’t begin to change in you. 
 
See you in worship, 
Rich Morris, pastor 
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UMW Upcoming Visit to Mission Central 

Backyard Club Volunteers Are Needed 
This summer we will be having both Dinner Church and 
Backyard Club on Tuesday evenings.  Since starting Dinner 
Church during the winter months we have developed some 
relationships with the parents of some of our Backyard Club 
kids as well as other adults at Evergreen and we would like 
to continue meeting with them this summer. We will have 
Dinner Church on the first Tuesday (8/7) and Backyard Club 
the other Tuesdays of the month.  Both will be outdoors at 
the same place.   
 
The only difference will be on Dinner Church evenings we 
will provide a dinner for the participants along with games 

for the kids and a devotion from Pastor Rich.  Please continue to sign up at the Welcome Desk to help on 
Tuesday evenings and/or donate drinks or snacks for Backyard Club and food items for Dinner Church.  Thank 
you for your continued help with this important ministry.  Questions regarding this information can be di-
rected to Allyce Fogle at adf101@francis.edu. We are in need of small snack items and drinks for Backyard 
Club.  Some suggestions are:  small water bottles, juice pouches/boxes, small bags of chips, pretzels, cookies, 
etc.  Items can be dropped off at the church office.   
 

 

The United Methodist Women have scheduled a trip 
to Mechanicsburg to tour and volunteer at Mission 
Central on Wednesday, August. 29. Hand towels are 
being collected to take for the disaster relief health 
kits.   
 

If you would like to donate towels, place them in the 
Donation Station basket before Aug. 29.  Those 
attending will be amazed by the scope of this minis-
try. At this time there is room for 2 more to go.  Con-
tact Donna Fruth if you are interested. 695-6236. 
 
 

mailto:adf101@francis.edu
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As we continue to receive monetary donations for 
members of our Hicks Church Family who experi-
enced flooding in their homes from the flood waters 
last week, we also continue to add names to our list 
of Hicks families who have been affected.  We are 
asking that if you know of Hicks families that have 
been affected by the flooding, please call the church 
office with their name.  We are not listing the names 
of everyone that we have in this email, as we do not 
have their permission to do so.   
 

If you send the name of someone that you are aware 
of, we can check our list and add any names that we 
do not have as well as reach out to them.  Also, if a 
family would like to email directly on what their 
needs might be at this point, that would be fine as 
well.  Thanks so much for your help. If you’d like to 
contribute, please make checks payable to “Hicks 
UMC” and write “Hicks Helps” in the memo line. 
Pease continue to lift our affected families up in pray-
er during this time.  

 

Mark your calendars!  

Church Directory Photos 
 

 

It’s been six years since the last Hicks UMC photo directory 

was published and it’s time for an update. Photos for the 

new 2018 Photo Directory will be taken September 5-7 and 

September 14 from 5:30-8:30pm at Hicks UMC.  
 

Photos will be taken by Lyndsay Link of Elle Bee Photography.  

 

Sign-up sheets will be available in the next few weeks. If 

you have any questions, please call the church office at   

814-695-8529. 

Donations for Church Members Hit by Duncansville Flood 

http://www.ellebee-photography.com/
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Friday, July 27 at 8:45 meet at the church to carpool 
 
9-11:45 volunteer at the Rescue Mission on Scotch Valley Road in 
Hollidaysburg.  
 
Noon – lunch @ Wendy’s in Duncansville. Come for the meal, the 
ministry or both. Everyone is welcome. 

 

M&M July Event Planned  

 July 8:  Introduction, What is a Man & What makes a man Great?  
 July 15: George Washington 
 July 22: William Wilberforce 
 July 29: Eric Liddell  
 Aug 5: Dietrich Bonhoeffer           
 Aug 12: Jackie Robinson 
 Aug 19: Karol Wojtyla 
 Aug 26: Charles W. Colson    
  
Eric Matxasas, author of: Bonhoeffer, [New York Times #1 Best Seller], Amazing 
Grace: William Wilberforce and the Heroic Campaign to End Slavery and more 
than 30 other books. 
 
WHAT MAKES A GREAT MAN GREAT? 
 
Seven Men offers answers in the captivating sto-ries of some of the greatest men who have ever lived. In this 
gallery of greatness, seven historical figures come to life as real people who experi-enced struggles and chal-
lenges that probably would have destroyed the resolve of most other men. What was their secret? 
 
Having heroes and role models was always tre-mendously important for society, but in the last few decades 
this has changed, with seriously troubling results. Eric Metaxas says it's time to reverse the trend. With vitali-
ty and warmth, the New York Times best-selling author restores to the reader a sense of the heroic—the idea 
that certain lives are worthy of emulation. Get to know these seven men, and your life will be immeasurably 
richer. 
 
The class meets at 9:30, Sunday mornings, downstairs in the Social Hall. Take the parking lot stairs to the 
Basement of the Church Building, take the first left through the Kitchen and either of the Kitchen doors into 
the classroom. 

New Kitchen Class Study 

7 MEN & THE SECRET OF THEIR GREATNESS 
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Missed a Week in Worship or want to re-listen 
to a favorite message? Visit the “Messages” tab 
on our new Hicksumc.org web site to catch up. 

 

Join us on at Hick’s Social Hall on July 30th at 
6pm. We will be having a casual reception as we 
introduce our new topic “Women of the Bible.” 
We will discuss Proverbs 31 to kick off our new 
theme. 
 
In the months that follow, we will be using  
The Remarkable Women of the Bible 
by Elizabeth George to guide our discussion. It 
will not be necessary to purchase the book in or-
der to join the study. We will rotate the leader 
each month and the book would be passed 
around along with additional resources. We will 
continue our Bible Journaling with verses being 
selected based on the woman we are discussing. We have journal books and other supplies available. We are 
a small casual group and new members are always welcome. 

Bible Journaling Invites You 

https://www.hicksumc.org/messages
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 Shipwrecked VBS Washes Into Hicks 

 

OUR MISSION: Our Children's Ministry's purpose is to assist par-
ents with  their children's life long journey to know, love and follow 
Jesus.  We want to connect children to God and to each other as we 
teach and equip them to become disciples and create community. 

Weekly Children’s Church: 9:30 & 11:00am 
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Embracing Community 
In the middle of June, my wife and I hosted a 
camp at Wesley Forest for young adults ages 18-
24. During our last full night at camp, I found 
myself siting on a picnic table reflecting on the 
past few days and watching what was taking 
place. In front of me were 14 young adults and 
their mentors standing by the camp fire singing 
random songs and dancing. The only time some-
one left the camp fire was to grab a sweat shirt 
then came right back to the circle singing, danc-
ing, and enjoying each other’s company. This 
moment lasted several hours until finally some-
one said, “Am I the only one who is ready for 
bed?” This was not the only example when some 
of God’s plan for His people started to shine.  
 

Throughout the week, the individuals that attended started using the phrase, “family.” It was no surprise for 
me that “family” was the word that the people at this camp started to use. The word “family” was part of 
God’s plan for these individuals from the beginning of time until now and into the future. Camp just hap-
pened to be the tool that God used to bring this group of young adults into the family; some of these family 
members have been at camp for 14+ years.  
 
When I am trying to recruit a kid to come to camp, my pitch to them always starts with the word, “fun.” This 
helps motivate them to go, but what keeps them coming back year after year is the very strong faith commu-
nity that supports them. The youth that go to our church will say that they enjoy camp because they can re-
move their own masks and be themselves. Youth will tell me that when they make the turn into Wesley For-
est that they truly feel peace because they are entering a community of love. Love for one another and love 
for Christ Jesus. Camp is not just camp for these young people. For many of them, the camping program is 
the only bit of hope or Christ-community that they have for an entire year.  
 
Embracing community is an idea that we at Hicks UMC need to continue to strive towards. We live in a very 
interesting time where the society that we are living in preaches individuality, and the way that we celebrate 
our individuality is through division and anger. These ideas can creep into the church and can make it very 
easy for us to do our own thing. Loners doing ministry was never Jesus’s plan for his church as we see 
through scripture while he spent time alone in prayer/meditation. He did ministry with his disciples and to-
gether, his community has been shaping and changing the world for hundreds of years. Growing up at Hicks I 
have been blessed to be a part of many different small and large groups that have not only helped me grow 
and develop my own faith, it has also given me opportunities to minister Jesus’s idea of community of others. 
No matter what age group you fall under I encourage all of us to continue pursuing a Christ centered commu-
nity through small groups or stepping out of our comfort zones and helping with the many different outreach 
opportunities that our church offers. If teenagers and millennials are willing to give up their cell phones to 
pursue a Christ centered community than there is hope for Christ’s church. What is keeping you from em-
bracing a Christ Centered Community in your life?     



 

 

Hicks Youth Fellowship Upcoming Events  
July 17th – Volunteer Day 9-3 PM  
July 22nd-27th Church Camp  
July 29th – Youth Group Information Lunch-In  
Aug 7th Volunteer Day 9-3 PM  
Aug 19th Raystown Lake Picnic 12:30-7 PM  
Sept 9th First Youth Group of Fall 5:30-7 pm.  
 

Volunteer Day  
On July 17th and Aug 7th HYF will be volunteering their time working on 
small projects at the church. We will be volunteering at the church from 

9-3 PM both days. If parents 
have any questions, please let 
Jason Garman know. We can also 
accommodate for youth that ei-
ther will arrive late or have to 
leave early.  
 

Youth Group Information Lunch-

In  
On Sunday July 29th, HYF will be hosting a lunch-in for parents/
youth that would like to learn more about our youth group program 
here at Hick UMC. The lunch will start at 12 PM. If there are new 
families that have kids entering 7th grade or church members that 
have youth that may be interested, this lunch-in is for you. We are 

also encouraging families that are already participating in youth to attend as well. For catering/planning 
purposes, please sign-up on the Welcome Desk if planning on 
attending. For more information, please contact Jason Garman 
Jgarman09@yahoo.com.  
 

Raystown Lake Picnic  
On Sunday Aug 19th, HYF will be hosting their annual summer end-
ing picnic at Raystown Lake. All youth going into grades 7-12 are 
encouraged to attend. We are meeting at the church at 12:30 and 
will be returning to the church around 7 PM. Please note: youth 
entering 7th grade are encouraged to attend.  
 

Fall Youth Group Begins 
Sunday September 9th is the first official youth group of the fall. 
Youth Group will be at the church from 5:30-7 PM. This is also the first Sunday when youth entering 7th 
grade will start to attend the 7-8th grade Sunday School (upstairs in the church house). 
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YOUNG ADULT EVENT. Please join us on July 20th, at 7:00 P.M. for an 
evening of bowling and ice cream. Bowling will take place at Splinters 
Lane followed by ice cream at the Meadows in Greenwood. Questions 
can be directed to Allyce Fogle at adf101@francis.edu. 
 
UMW COLLECTION.  The United Methodist Women are collecting 
plain pencils and good quality hand towels for school and health kits. 
The pencils will go to Mission U and the towels will be taken to Mission 
Central on August 29 when the UMW travels to Mechanicsburg to tour 
and volunteer at Mission Central. Place items in the donation baskets 
outside the church office.  
 
KITCHEN ITEMS.  We have several cake/casserole pans that were 
found in the kitchen.  If you are missing a pan, please check in the 
church office on Sunday or during office hours (T-F; 9am-1pm).  

 
PRESCHOOL OPENINGS. BIG FISH Preschool (formerly known as Stay and Play)  at Hollidaysburg First UMC 
has openings in our 2 yr-old class for the 2018-19 school year! For more registration information please con-
tact the church at 695-4411. 

IN  

BRIEF 

 

BUS TRIP TO SIGHT & SOUND Theatre "JESUS" 
August 21, 2018 
 
Hosted by Greene Hills RV Park 
Transportation provided by Yoder Tourways 
 
ITINERARY: 
 7:00 AM Load passengers at Greene Hills Campground 
 9:00 AM Stop 15 minutes for a restroom stop along the 

way.  
 10:15 AM ETA Park City Mall - shop for approx. 1.5 hrs. 
 11:45 AM Load & Leave from Park City Mall 
 12:30 PM Buffet Lunch at the Shady Maple Smorgasbord  

https://www.shady-maple.com/smorgasbord 
 1:45 PM Leave Shady Maple (downstairs near the Gazebo) 
 3:00 PM Sight & Sound Theatre 

https://www.sight-sound.com/shows/lancaster/jesus/2018 
 Restroom stop on the way home 
 9:00 PM ETA Greene Hills Campground 
  
COST:  
Includes travel, dinner and show: Adults: $96.00, Children: (12 & under) $58.00, Adults: Meet us there - Just 
dinner & show $75.00. Reservations and payment must be received by July 18th. Makes checks payable to: 
Robert Teeter, Mail to: 6270 Barree Rd, Alexandria, PA  16611. 
 
CONTACT INFO:  
Greene Hills RV Park, 6270 Barree Rd, Alexandria, PA  16611, 814-669-4000, GHRVP@susumc.org 

mailto:adf101@francis.edu
https://www.facebook.com/ghrvp
https://www.shady-maple.com/smorgasbord
https://www.sight-sound.com/shows/lancaster/jesus/2018
mailto:GHRVP@susumc.org
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AUTHORIZATION AGREEMENT FOR AUTOMATIC ENTRIES 
 

Company Name: HICKS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 
I/we hereby authorize the above named COMPANY to initiate debit entries and, if necessary, 
any adjustments needed to correct entries made in error, to account (s) indicated below, and 
the financial institution named below, hereinafter called FINANCIAL INSTITUTION, to credit 
and/or debit the same to such account(s). I acknowledge that the origination of ACH transac-
tions to my account must comply with the provision of U.S. Laws and Regulations including 
the Sanction Laws administered by the Office of Foreign Asset Control. 

 

Please attach a voided check to this form and return to the Company 
 

Financial Institution Information 
 

Financial Institution Name:  
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: ________________________________   State:___________ Zip:_______________ 
 
Transit/ABA No._____________________________________________________________ 
 
Account No.: __________*Amount to be withdrawn monthly: _______________________ 
 
This authorization is to remain in full force and effect until COMPANY has received written no-
tification from me (or either of us) of its termination in such time and in such manner as to 
afford COMPANY a reasonable opportunity to act on it. 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Full name (first, middle, last) – Please print 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Social Security Number 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature (required) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date_____________________Email Address_______________________________________ 

 

*All transactions will be automatically withdrawn on the 30th of each month 
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OUR STAFF 

 

Rev. Rich Morris, Pastor 
Alan Anderson, Praise Band Leader 
Cathy Baird, Sexton 
Bob Baird, Building Superintendent  
Nancy Cherry, Church Secretary 
Jolene Cidor, Financial Secretary 
Heidi Fogle, Treasurer 
Jason Garman, Youth Director 
Katie Guise, Children’s Ministry Director 
Billie Jo Jackson, Nursery Coordinator 
Jessica Peacock, Discipleship/Outreach  
Robin Ritchey, Assimilation 
Elaine Mallory, Organist 
Sandy Steele, Choir Director 

Hicks United Methodist Church 
1211 Third Ave., PO Box 384 

Duncansville, PA  16635 
(814) 695-8529  office@hicksumc.org 

www.hicksumc.org 
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SEPTEMBER 9TH 

11:00AM 

SAVE THE DATE! MORE DETAILS  

AND SIGN UP INFO COMING SOON. 
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http://www.hicksumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/hicksunitedmethodist/
https://www.instagram.com/hicksunitedmethodistchurch/

