
There’s an old saying that goes, “All the planes

landed safely and on time. . .” isn’t really

news.  Even writing a church newsletter, there

is no news in saying what didn’t happen.  I am

tempted to list a bunch of programs and

events that we used to do and say, “Here’s the

things that are not happening. . .”

I would list things like Vacation Bible School,

Summer Church Camp, Friends and Faith and,

Champions for Christ.  But then I get to this

month and I have to add, “Community

Thanksgiving Dinner.”   Thanksgiving Dinner

Cancelled! That hurts. That’s a low blow,

Covid.

We have lost some things this year.  But it is

also true that we are finding ways to do other

things, things that count – things like

weddings.                            Cont. on next pg.
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"And really, who

wants to see the

bride wear a veil

and a mask? You

may kiss the

bride . . .

through her

mask."

Going to the Chapel
cont. from pg. 1

  For a while no one was

getting married during the

Pandemic because we

weren’t allowed to have a

gathering.  And really, who

wants to see the bride wear

a veil and a mask?   You may

kiss the bride . . . through her

mask.  Apparently, that

wasn’t what couples envision

for their nuptials.  Things

have changed.  I have

officiated four weddings

since September 1st, most of

these weddings being

outdoor affairs (Barns are

popular).   I have four more

weddings scheduled already

through next September. It’s

not that there are no more

safety concerns, obviously.  I

think couples are hopeful

that the environment will be

“safe enough” and they are

more than ready to get

married.  I think this is a

good sign. Weddings are an

expression of hope. There is

a hopefulness of joining your

life with another. There is a

hopefulness in having

children and passing on your

wisdom and values to a new

generation.

There is an unstated

hopefulness that no matter

how many problems there are

in the world, God is in control

and life is still beautiful.

Cultural observers note that

younger generations are

marrying at lower rates than

previous ones.  In fact, today’s

twenty-somethings aren’t

even dating as much as

previous generations. Still, I

am encouraged that young

people I know are finding love

and choosing marriage.

Anything that I can do as a

pastor and we can do as the

Church should encourage this.

I read a statistic that only one

quarter of weddings today

happen in a church.  That

doesn’t mean we don’t have a

vital role in witnessing to

God’s vision for marriage,

whether the wedding happens

at the church building or not.  

It’s just another example that

our mission is outside the

church.  Its’ where Jesus

wants us to be.

And if you happen to have a

barn available, let’s talk.  I

have an opportunity for you.

See you in Worship, 

Rich



Remembering with thanksiving
those who have died

Rob Emeigh
George Frazier
Tom Henderson
Nick Hoenstine

Betty Magill
Lindsay Mundell

Bill Robison
Bob Rupp

Rick Wilkinson

United Methodist Women: The Beat Goes On

Thank you, God, for the tremendous sacrifices
made by those who have gone before us. May we
learn how to walk wisely from their examples of
faith, dedication, worship, and love.

And the Beat Goes On, And the Beat Goes On

You may remember this Sonny and Cher song.  The consensus is that it means
“time keeps marching on.”  During this time of pandemic, “needs keep
marching on.”
 
The many missions supported by United Methodist Women continue to need
your financial support because hunger, poverty and injustice go on and on.
 
Offering Envelopes will not be distributed this year by the United Methodist
Women, but your gift to missions is needed.  Please place your check, payable
to United Methodist Women, or cash in an envelope marked “UMW” and give
or mail to Susie Ridenour, 1104 Wade Lane, Duncansville or place in the
worship offering.   Any amount will be appreciated.

Make the BEAT GO ON. Make the LOVE GO ON.
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The Kitchen Class will be starting a four week advent session on
Sunday Nov 29. In 1741, John Wesley preached his famous
sermon titled “The Almost Christian” in which he encouraged
people to follow Christ whole-heartedly, striving to be altogether
Christians. In Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent Experience,
authors Magrey deVega, Ingrid McIntyre, April Casperson, and
Matt Rawle explore how we can make the same commitment to
Christ during Advent, connecting our Wesleyan heritage with the
traditional Advent themes of Peace, Hope, Love, and Joy. The class
follows the themes of commitment and service that have been
developed in worship this year. 

The Kitchen Class meets on Sunday mornings, after the end of the
8AM Worship Service but runs into the first half hour of the 10AM
Worship Service [The class normally starts at 9:15 and ends at
10:30].
 
The class meets downstairs in the Basement of the Church
Building in the Classroom off of the Kitchen. Take the back stairs
to the Basement and turn right into the hall to the Kitchen,  go
through the Kitchen door and use one of the two doors into the
classroom. Chairs are arranged for modified social distancing
[four to six feet between pairs of chair. If using the Elevator, take
the Elevator to the Basement [Lower Level] and takehall [dog leg
to the right] to the Kitchen as noted above. Class is open to
singles and couples, all members are seniors or nearly seniors.
New participants are always welcome.

Teachers, Principals,
Learning Support Staff, and
anyone else serving in
education: You are invited
to join a new small group
designed just for those
serving in education. The
group is being co-led by
Michelle Garman and
Melissa Cutshall and will
meet November 17th at
6:30pm in our church Social
Hall. If you have any
questions or would like
more info, please contact
Michelle Garman at
mgarman1204@gmail.com.

kitchen class bible study
COMING FOR ADVENT

educators

small group

If you are interested in
journaling, scrapbooking,
drawing, or just want to find
a way to be creative while
studying the bible, then this
new group is for you!   The
group will meet weekly on
Sunday at 4:00pm in the
Genesis classroom. For
more information contact
Chelsea Walters at
cw4386@aol.com.

bible journal

small group

Grow spiritually in a small group



SUNDAY WORSHIP LIVESTREAM
BEGINS NOVEMBER 8TH AT 10AM

We are now live streaming our
services every Sunday at 10am!

You can view the live stream
directly on our Facebook page,
or go to our website under
"Online Worship" at
hicksumc.org/online-worship



CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
All Preschool-6th Grade Children’s Church classes have resumed at the 10:00am

service. We have implemented new health and safety procedures for our check-in,
classrooms, and dismissal times. If you are not familiar with these plans, please visit

www.hicksumc.org/kids to view our reopening document and short video. 

If you have any questions regarding these changes, please contact Katie Guise,
Children’s Ministry Director, at katie@hicksumc.org.



If any of you reading this newsletter were
wondering what the youth group has been up to
in COVID-19 times, now is the perfect time for that
update. Youth group has been meeting two times
a month on Sunday nights since early September.
We have spent that time getting our newer 7th
grade members very comfortable with the routine
and have continued to foster growth for our
students that have been attending for a long time.
Eggs have been broken on heads and pumpkins
have been carved, but most importantly, we have
continued our mission in nurturing/fostering
growth for our young people. Our entire fall
curriculum has been based on Jesus’ Sermon on
the Mount, starting in the book of Matthew
chapter 5. I felt that with many of the societal
challenges that our teenagers are witnessing, it is
important to give our teens Jesus’ perspective on
the types of people that will be blessed and
present in the Kingdom of Heaven.  We are almost
done with the Beatitudes and will be moving
through the rest of Jesus’ sermon from now until
the end of December.  In an email I sent to the
parents of my youth earlier in October, I just
reiterated the fact that so far, I am very pleased
with the precautions that our church has put in
place for our youth programming during COVID.
This is a team approach between our staff and
parents of teenagers. Please do not hesitate to
contact me to answer any questions or concerns
that may arise. 

Sincerely, Jason Garman, Youth Director

YOUTH MINISTRY



in brief

On Christmas Eve the
church is decorated with
red poinsettias to add to
the beauty of the
worship services.
Poinsettias may be
ordered in honor or in
memory of loved ones or
friends. Order forms are
on the Welcome Desk. 

Each flower costs $7.25.

The deadline for orders is

Sunday, November 29th. 

 Please include your

payment with your order

form in an envelope and

place it in the offering

plate, or return it to

Debbie Treese, PO Box

484, Duncansville, PA

16635. Make checks

payable to Debbie Treese

or Hicks UMC.

poinsettia

orders

You are invited to attend
the Hicks UMC Charge
Conference being held
on Monday, November
9th at 6:00 PM in our
Sanctuary (social
distancing will be
required). This is our
Annual meeting with our
District Superintendent,
Joleen Willis. All staff
and church members are
encouraged to attend.

The charge conference is

the basic governing body

of each United Methodist

local church. The charge

conference directs the

work of the church and

gives general oversight to

the church council,

reviews and evaluates the

mission and ministry of

the church, and sets

salaries for the pastor and

staff, 

charge

conference

The Altoona District
Mission Hub is in need of
dust masks, erasers,
rulers, hand towels, flat
diapers and sleepers. 

Donations can be placed

in the HUB basket in the

donation station.

The Altoona District

Mission Central HUB has

been established to

enable people of all faith

to experience the

blessings of becoming the

Hands and Feet of God in

Service.

Mission Central Altoona

HUB

1738 N. Branch Avenue

Altoona, PA  16602

(814) 201-2123

ALTOONA 

HUB NEEDS
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Happy
Birthday

to you

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Brandi Lucas                           
Alysia Watt                                 
Sandy Steele                             
Ava DeStefano                                 
Aiden DeStefano                             
Marylee O'Connor                           
Warren Smith                                   
Seth Morris                                        
Stacey Salyards                               
Jeffery Vaughn                                
Luke Baird                                         
Rachel Daras                                   
Pamela Schobel                             
Tiffany Fanelli                                  
Bella Basenback                              
Gerald Gardner                                
Shaun Robison                               
Kay Barnes                                       
Sonia Keiper                                     
Kellen Kensinger                             
Christine Dively                              
Alyssa Bell                                       
Tommy Virsack                                 
Olivia Fleck                                      
Michala Magnetti                             
Daniel Bon                                        
Billie Jo Jackson                             
Shelby Lenhart                                
Nancy Butterbaugh                         
Mason Koelle                                  

November 1                         
November 1                            
November 2                             
November 3                                
November 3                           
November 4                          
November 4                                   
November 6                                     
November 6                               
November 6                              
November 7                                         
November 10                                 
November 10                             
November 10                                
November 11                            
November 11                                
November 12                             
November 13                                     
November 13                           
November 13
November 14                                      
November 15                                 
November 15                                   
November 16                            
November 18                                       
November 21                            
November 22                               
November 23                         
November 26
November 29                                


