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The fill-in-the-blank is “Sex.”  I didn’t put it in the title because I know it would be  jarring to read in your 
church newsletter.   But here’s why I’m bringing it up:  there is a lot of misinformation about Love, Sex, and 
Dating today.  Most people don’t know and/or understand that there are alternatives to what they have 
heard and seen and experienced in the culture around them.  And many people certainly don’t know and 
understand what scripture reveals about God’s will on these matters. 
 
Here’s what people think they know about God when it comes to 
love, sex, and dating – he’s against it.  Or, they “know” that some 
of those real religious people are against it and they are not inter-
ested in finding out more.  It is true that sometimes Christians have 
spent a lot more time talking about what they are against than 
what they are for.  But there is so much in the Scripture and so 
many things that can be said positively on these topics.  There is 
real wisdom to be had if we would make a little effort to under-
stand and apply what our Creator has in mind for us when it comes 
to love and sexuality and marriage.   
 
It can be difficult to talk about these things in church.  I remember 
some years ago receiving some criticism because I used the word 
sex in church.  I pointed out that it was in the scripture reading for 
that day, so they should blame St. Paul.  Church is the one time and 
place where we are not getting any information or advertisements 
about love, sex, and dating.  Think about it -  church is the one 
place we are not hearing about these things.  And it shows.  Church 
is the place where we really need to hear about these things; hear the wisdom that the church can bring to 
our lives.  I will be doing a month-long sermon series based on Andy Stanley’s book, “Love, Sex, and Dating.”  
I believe this is such an important topic.  I’m a father of two young men.  I want and pray for them to make 
good decisions.  Maybe it’s just me.  But I don’t think so.  I think all of us parents, grandparents, and the 
community of faith as a whole want better for our people and our larger community.   

Continued on pg. 2 
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Here’s how you can help:  Because 
this is so important, bring a friend 
with you to church this month.  
Make a special effort to bring your 
teenage kids and grandkids.  Invite 
your young adult friends who are 
navigating the journeys of dating, 
relationships, and love.  Invite your 
adult friends who are on the same 
journeys.  Invite your older adult 
friends who are still on this journey. 
 
Tim Keller says that Christians will 
show they are different from world 
in three main areas:  money, power, 
and sex.   
 
What will take for us to actually be 
different?  Come to worship this 
month and find out. 
 
In Christ Jesus, 
Rich 

 

Hicks UMC is dedicated to sharing the events and ministries of our church with our members and the greater 
community. Through printed newsletters, emails, weekly bulletins, our website and other forms of social  
media, we help to keep everyone informed and encourage involvement. We use every means available to 
help "get the word out" about happenings at Hicks UMC. 
 

FaceBook is a social utility that helps you connect and share with the people in your life. Hicks 
UMC has a new Facebook page to help you keep up with important information and events that 
are coming up. Like it to see what's going on! 

 Hicks United Methodist Church FaceBook Page 
 
 

Instagram is a fast and fun way to share your life with friends and family. Hicks UMC created a 
new church account to share photos for quick and fun  
information. Follow us to stay updated! 

 Hicks United Methodist Church Instagram Page 

Join in! Follow Us on Social Media 

https://www.facebook.com/hicksunitedmethodist/
https://www.instagram.com/hicksunitedmethodistchurch/
https://www.facebook.com/hicksunitedmethodist/
https://www.instagram.com/hicksunitedmethodistchurch/
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STARTING APRIL 15, You are invited to join the Kitchen Class 
for this 12 week study on Voices from the Bible. 
 
I Hear Voices...and That's a Good Thing! celebrates the voices of 
the Bible who continue, every day, to strengthen and encourage 
us when we not only hear but listen to them.  
 
Everyone is guided by the voices of people in our lives--
grandparents, parents, teachers, pastors, friends. Their words 
are woven into our life's fabric and influence how we live and 
the choices we make. 
 
As Christians, we are blessed also to hear the amazing voices of 
those who lived centuries ago--the voices found in Scripture. 
Author James W. Moore says, "When faced with choices and 
decisions, when trying to sort out priorities, when my heart is 
sad or glad, when challenges and problems thrust themselves 
into my life, when I need a word of assurance, or when faced 
with a new opportunity, I hear the voice of Jesus, I hear the 
voice of Mary, I hear the voices of Abraham and Micah and Es-
ther and the apostle Paul and many other biblical voices whis-
pering (or shouting!) to me powerful words that shape and di-
rect my life." 
 
I Hear Voices...and That's a Good Thing! celebrates the voices of the Bible who continue, every day, to 
strengthen and encourage us when we not only hear but listen to them. 
 
James W. Moore, popular speaker and preacher, has written more than forty books for Abingdon Press, in-
cluding: Do You Have Alligator Arms?; Yes, Lord, I Have Sinned, but I Have Several Excellent Excuses [2011]; 
God Was Here, and I was Out to Lunch [2003]; When Grief Breaks Your Heart; There’s a Hole in Your Soul 
That Only God Can Fill; and many others. He and his wife, June live in Fairview, Texas. 

Kitchen Class to Begin New Bible Study 



 

 

It’s time to register for Church Camp! Anyone who 
registers by May 1st, will receive a $25 discount.  

 
Camp brochures and registration forms are online for children wishing 

to attend one of the many camps offered through our Susquehanna 
Conference Camping program. Our church will pay half of the registra-

tion fee for each child that attends camp, with the parents providing the 
first half.   

 
April 13-15th: God’s Daughters Spring Retreat At Greene Hills 

A women’s retreat where you can truly get away and relax for a weekend.   
Participate in conversation, worship, quiet time, Bible study, games, and a 
whole lot of fun.  Starts Friday April 13 at 7:30 pm  and ends Sunday, April 15 at 
1 pm Location:  Greene Hills Camp in Alexandria. Full event -$115, Commuter-
$65. If interested, contact Donna Fruth at 695-6236 or register online. 

July 15-17th: Grandparents and Me At Greene Hills 
An event offering unique grandchildren-grandparent one-on-one time.  The  
experience includes Bible study, fossil finding, swimming, rock wall climbing and 
s’mores.  Comfortable accommodations are provided at the Manor with meals a 
short hike away in the dining hall.  Adults/Grades 1-4, $130. Some of the  
members at Hicks have attended this camp and highly recommend it.   Talk with 
Connie Frasier or Donna Fruth who have taken grandchildren.   

July 22-27th: Awesome Elementary Church Camp at Wesley Forest 
Here’s a short list of things that make Awesome Elementary so awesome: goofy 
themed days, silly all camp songs, movie theater night, hilarious worship skits, 
and daily afternoon sno-cones for all! This camp is for students entering grades 
4th-7th in the fall of 2018.   
 

July 22-27th: Venture Jr./Sr. High Camp at Wesley Forest 
This is our biggest Jr/Sr High summer event. Venture is known for the longest 
camp slip n’ slide, an epic volleyball and ultimate frisbee tournament, huge 
evening rec games, loud and goofy songs, and incredible campfire worship. This 
camp is for students entering grades 8th—12th in the fall of 2018.   
 

Visit the Camping Ministry web site for online registration at  
susumcamps.org or see a camping brochure on the Welcome Desk. 

2018 Church Camp Registration 
HICKS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                                                                                              APRIL, 2018 

http://susumcamps.org/
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On March 28, nineteen ladies 
shared lunch, learned about 
UMW mission sites, heard Mary 
Magdalene tell of her experience 
with Jesus, and filled plastic eggs 
for the community egg hunt.   
 
It was a great afternoon with  
several new people in attend-
ance. 

The next M&M’s sponsored by the UMW, but open to the entire congregation, will be April 26th.  Lunch will 
be at noon at Best Way Pizza in Duncansville and names and addresses will be assigned to those willing to 
visit.  Imagine being restricted to your home and how nice it would be if someone stopped by.  YOU can be 
part of this ministry. 
 
The UMW is planning a trip to Mission Central in Mechanicsburg to 
see firsthand this amazing facility that meets the needs of so many.  
The date is yet to be determined.  Additional drivers are needed.  If 
you would be interested in driving, please contact Donna Fruth, 695-
6236.   Watch for more details.  
 
The next UMW meeting will be Wednesday, April 18 - noon lunch, 
business meeting and program in the church social hall.  Come and 
join them.  New members are always welcome. 

Join us at the April Meal & Ministry 

United Methodist Women Recap 
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SPRING BANQUET.  The annual Hicks UMC Spring Banquet 
at Scotch Valley Grange will be held on May 5th, 2018 at 
6:30 pm.  There will be dinner and entertainment.  More 
details to follow. 
 
MEXICO MISSION CHICKEN BBQ.  There will be a Chicken 
BBQ to benefit the Mexico Mission Trip on Saturday, May 
5th, 2018 here at the church.  Tickets can be purchased 
from any member of the Mission Team or in the church 
office.  Dinners will be $8.00 and will include ½ chicken, 
baked beans, apple sauce, and a roll. Take out only.  Pick 
up will be between 11 am and 12:30 pm. 
 
DINNER CHURCH.  Dinner church has resumed at Ever-
green Manor.  Our next scheduled dinners will be on the 
following Tuesdays, April 17th, May 1st, and May 15th.  If 
you are interested in serving in this ministry, please see 

Brigid Dodson or sign up on the sheet on the Welcome Desk.  You can also help out by signing up for food 
donations for our meals at the Welcome Desk.   
 
LOST AND FOUND.  We have many items in our lost and found basket.  If you have misplaced something at 
the church, please check our lost and found basket by the donation station outside the church office.   

IN  

BRIEF 

 

by Brigid Dodson 

Matthew 28.19. The Great Commission. “Go and make disciples”.  Seems to me the key word here is “go” not 

sit here where we are comfortable every Sunday.  Dinner Church was started as an offshoot of Backyard Club.  

We were thinking about how we could 

reach whole families that might never 

grace the doors of a church.  Thus Dinner 

Church at evergreen was born.  Bimonthly 

we bring dinner and eat together and Rich 

follows with a short message.  Often we 

will share Communion.  This has grown 

and changed the way I think about church 

and what we are commanded to do.   

Opportunity awaits!!  Please join us by 

helping to provide food, or prepare it, or 

even better yet…Come!  Come and serve 

as Jesus would.  We meet the first and 

third Tuesdays at 6:00 at Evergreen.  You 

will leave blessed. 

Dinner Church Provides Unique Service Opportunity 
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TAX FILING DEADLINE IS APRIL 17, 2018! Each year the IRS forces us to pay attention to our previous 
year finances. Do we always pay attention to our personal gifting? This is especially important if we are grow-
ing towards a tithe. Often times, it's easy to set it and forget it. Like many 401k's offer, consider increasing 
your gift several percentage points each year or just a flat dollar amount.  If you utilize online giving and 
would like to increase your monthly giving, please complete a new ACH authorization form. 
 
Thank you for your financial commitments and support,  
Hicks Stewardship Ministry Team 

AUTHORIZATION AGREEMENT FOR AUTOMATIC ENTRIES 
 

Company Name: HICKS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 
I/we hereby authorize the above named COMPANY to initiate debit entries and, if necessary, any adjust-
ments needed to correct entries made in error, to account (s) indicated below, and the financial institution 
named below, hereinafter called FINANCIAL INSTITUTION, to credit and/or debit the same to such account
(s). I acknowledge that the origination of ACH transactions to my account must comply with the provision of 
U.S. Laws and Regulations including the Sanction Laws administered by the Office of Foreign Asset Control. 

 
Please attach a voided check to this form and return to the Company 

 
Financial Institution Information 
Financial Institution Name: _______________________________________________________________ 
City: _________________________________________ State:________________ Zip:_______________ 
Transit/ABA No. _______________________________________________________________________ 
Account No.: __________________________________________________________________________ 
Account Type:     o   checking  o   savings 
*Amount to be withdrawn monthly: _________________________________ 
 
This authorization is to remain in full force and effect until COMPANY has received written notification from 
me (or either of us) of its termination in such time and in such manner as to afford COMPANY a reasonable 
opportunity to act on it. 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
Full name (first, middle, last) – Please print 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
Social Security Number 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
Signature (required) 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
Date 
____________________________________________________________________________________  
Email Address 
 

*All transactions will be automatically withdrawn on the 30th of each month 

Have You Considered Increasing Your Monthly Giving? 
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 Register Online for Shipwrecked VBS 

 

OUR MISSION: Our Children's Ministry's purpose is to assist par-
ents with  their children's life long journey to know, love and follow 
Jesus.  We want to connect children to God and to each other as we 
teach and equip them to become disciples and create community. 

Weekly Children’s Church: 9:30 & 11:00am 

Our VBS program will be held July 9th-13th from 
6:00-8:15pm. There are many, many things to 
accomplish before the fun begins. Our theme for 
this year is “Shipwrecked” and we are really ex-
cited to turn our Sanctuary into an island of fun 
for the kids!  
 
Shipwrecked is for all kids ages 3 thru completion 
of 4th grade. Register online at  
vbspro.events/p/events/shipwreckedhicksumc.   
 
Our annual VBS Team Kickoff Luncheon meeting 
will be Sunday, April 22nd in the Social Hall from 
12:15-1:30pm and I need to put our Leadership 
Team in place now so we can meet initially in 
April before the April kickoff.  
 
Anyone in our church, grades 5 and up, is invited 
to serve - Dad’s are especially encouraged to vol-
unteer! Adults over the age of 18 must have their 
PA clearances on file in our church office before 
July 1st. If you will be joining our VBS Team we 
encourage you to plan to attend our April 22nd 
VBS Team Kickoff meeting. 
 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/shipwreckedhicksumc
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Our Children’s Church classes completed the “Walk with  
Jesus” Lenten lesson series teaching them more about Holy 
Week and experiencing the events leading up to Easter  
Sunday.  
 
The children participated in weekly “experience stations”  
allowing them to feel what it might have been like to be 
there during the events that changed the world. We hope 
the children were blessed by these experiences!  
 
Thank you to all of our many volunteers who served the  
children each week throughout the course of this curriculum 
series: Brandi & Ryan Lucas, Jeromy McCorriston, Pam Jones, 

Shelby Lenhart, Alysia Watt, Suzi Brannock, Ann Bickel, Tara Henry, Lyndsay Link, Barb Webb, Michelle Smith, 
Karissa Budny, Kenzie Schneeberger, Tim Jackson, Allyce Fogle, Jolene Cidor, Michael Brannock and Adam 
Guise.  

Matthew 28:6—He is not here; he has risen, just as he 
said. Come and see the place where he lay. 

 



 

 

Hicks Youth Fellowship Good Friday Service  

The youth participated in a moving Good Friday Worship experience that was enjoyed by many. The Worship 
Service also featured Senior Ethan Cutshall as the guest speaker. Ethan delivered a powerful message on 
Luke 23:34, Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 
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Join us at the Hoss’s Fundraiser, benefitting 
the Mexico Mission Trip, on Sunday, April 
8th. Pick up a flyer on the Welcome Desk or 
bring your church bulletin with the Group # 
printed on it and present it at Hoss’s in  
Duncansville. Hoss’s will then donate 20% 
of your total check. If our group raises 
$1,200 or more in sales, Hoss’s will donate 
25%! Promotion is good for take-out, dine-
in, or gift card purchases. Contact Carly 
Ackinclose for more information. Group 
#98040. 
 
There will also be a Chicken BBQ to benefit 
the Mexico Mission Trip on Saturday, May 
5th, 2018.  Tickets can be purchased from 
any member of the Mexico Mission Team or 
in the church office. Tickets are $8.00 per 
dinner and include ½ chicken, baked beans, 
apple sauce and a roll. Pick up for the  
chicken will be from 11:00-12:30.  
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Happy April Birthday to You 
Samuel Gilles  April 15 
Angela Bailey  April 16 
Seth Despot  April 16 
Susie Ridenour   April 17  
Rich Morris   April 19  
Kenneth Shoop  April 19  
Gus Dellinger   April 21  
David Forshey   April 21  
Susan White   April 21  
Kimberly Morris  April 22  
Payton Walter   April 23  
Isaac Jandora   April 24  
Riley Jandora   April 25  
Liane Slicker   April 26  
Stephanie Ott   April 27  
Caliauna Venios  April 28  
Jacob Bowser   April 29  
Brian Fleck   April 29  
Richard Fox   April 29  
Debra Oppel   April 30  

Trey Hinish  
Pam Robison  
Cathy Baird  
Steven Dodson  
Ernest Rollason  
John Grove  
Addison Basenback  
Misty Despot  
Calvin McCune  
Abigail Bell  
Katie Stewart  
Amy Garman  
Landi Gibson  
Donna Bon  
Dave Clapper  
Kristen Wirick  
Marcia Bathurst  
Maddie Himes 
Connor Sidney  
Dorothy Stapelfeld  
 

April 2  
April 2  
April 3  
April 3  
April 3  
April 4  
April 5  
April 5  
April 5  
April 8  
April 10  
April 11  
April 11  
April 12  
April 12  
April 12  
April 14  
April 14  
April 14  
April 14 

  

 

Fundraising Efforts to benefit the Mexico Mission Trip 


