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Bob Baird, Building Superintendent  
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Jason Garman, Youth Director  

Carissa Blair, Children’s Ministry Director 

Julie Hanlon, Praise Band Leader  

Karrey Plowman, Nursery Coordinator 

Elaine Mallory, Organist  

Jeromy McCorriston, Tech Coordinator 

Sandy Steele, Choir Director  

The Center of the Community 

I just met with a group of folks I would call a     

community group.  They meet together regularly 

and have a meal and do bible study.  They seek 

ways to bless their larger community.  They want 

to do a meal for the Duncansville community on 

Thanksgiving Day and they asked me if they could 

use the church building to host it.  One person 

said, “I want to see the church become the     

center of the community again.”  

It’s a good vision.  History tells us that in certain 

times and places the physical church was often 

at the center of town and the center of          

community life in so many ways – for worship, 

for meals, for education, for counsel, for jobs, 

and so on.  From the early New Testament 

church, to the Celts of the Middle Ages, to the 

church of 19th century America, the church was 

seen as a helping and binding institution for the 

larger community.  And so the spiritual reach of 
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“I want to 

see the 

church be-

come the 

center of the 

community 

again.”  

the church was great. 

The story of the             

contemporary church of the 

last fifty years is. . .not so 

much. As fewer people  

profess faith in Christ,   

fewer people look to the 

Church as a place that is 

helpful and relevant to their 

lives.  In this short space 

let me say the big picture      

answer is that more people 

need to hear and believe 

the Gospel of Jesus.  I don’t 

know if the church can be 

the center of the           

community for everyone, 

but it can be a place that 

sends help and receives 

people and strengthens its  

community.  Hicks is a host 

for scout groups, a farmers 

market, and meals given for 

the larger community.  We 

just recently became host 

of the Blair County YMCA’s 

before and after school 

program for Foot of Ten   

Elementary school         

students.  The YMCA 

reached out to us in part, 

because we are “a        

community-minded         

organization with a similar 

mission. . .of dedication to 

youth programming and     

community outreach.”  How 

do they know that?          

Because they know you.  

They “know your works.” 

I believe that is great     

testimony to this church as 

a vital presence in our 

community.  It also points 

to how the Church can train 

and send disciples to live 

out their personal calling in     

mission.  The use of the 

building by the community 

can lead to an                  

understanding of the people 

behind the  building and our 

purpose for being here.   

Jesus said, “If I be lifted up 

in the earth I will draw all 

people to myself.”   

May Jesus be lifted up in 

the church and in the   

community, 

Rich Morris, Pastor  



Youth Programing  

While most people (everyone that I am aware of) consider January 1st the first day of the year, 

September for our youth group is really the beginning of our time together. It is during this 

month when we welcome many newcomers to the ministry. Our first official youth group for 

the fall will be Sunday September 12 from 5:30-7PM. Youth group is for teens 7th-12th grade. 

All are welcome and teens are always encouraged to bring friends. We also offer Sunday 

School for youth in grades 7-12 as well. Sunday School is every Sunday except for the 1st 

Sunday of every month. We have two classes 7-8 and 9-12. Sunday School meets in the youth 

room which is located on the 2nd floor of the church house.  

If parents have youth group related questions please do not hesitate to contact Jason Garman 

at Jgarman09@yahoo.com  

Youth Group News 

Important Dates  

Sept 12th First Youth Group of fall 5:30-7:00PM  

Sept 19th No Youth Group  

Sept 26th Youth Group 5:30-7:00PM  

October 3rd Escape Room: Time - TBD 

What has changed? What has stayed the same?    By Jason Garman 

It is hard for me to say that the past 12+ months have been my easiest year as the Youth Pastor 

here at Hicks. We had to change or adjust almost every part of how we do youth ministry. Everything 

from how we meet to how we eat had to be adjusted. Outdoor gathering were always encouraged (even 

if the temperature was not ideal) and we still had to wear those stupid masks. Nothing seemed “normal” 

and it was extremely hard to get into a routine or to gain any kind of traction with the kids. On many    

different occasions I would wonder if anything we were doing was actually working and for the first time I 

felt a little lost leading our youth. To be transparent with you all, I also struggle with change and it has 

always taken me a while to embrace something that I have never done before.          

                           (continued on next page) 
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The two biggest highlights of the year so far for me that have helped me change my thinking on 

this topic have been the Good Friday Service and the two Church Camps that we ran this summer. Many 

of you may not remember that far back but the Good Friday Service was at that point of the year; the 

largest in-person worship we had in 2021. For the first time in months people got to meet in person to 

worship and have fellowship with each other. It never took me so long to turn off the lights after a service 

because no one left. Almost everyone just wanted to be in fellowship with each other and you could just 

feel the excitement/ Holy Spirit that was in the church that Friday evening. That service usually gives me 

some unwanted stress and anxiety however, I was just so happy to do something that felt “normal” to me 

and the kids did a wonderful job with it. The preaching, singing, reading, and drama that the youth did 

was just a wonderful experience overall.  

Church camp also served its purpose in a very profound way this year for our teens and young 

adults. They needed a reset, needed something that felt familiar to them, needed to feel Jesus’s love.  

Many of the people that left camp this year told me that this year was probably the best year they ever 

had at camp. A statement that was very interesting for me to hear because there were certain aspects of 

camp that we were not allowed to do. I was reminded of a very important lesson from these two events. 

The world that we live in may have changed but Jesus never changes. Jesus has been the same 

ever since he walked on this earth and will be the same when we see him in Heaven. The         

wonderful old hymn, My Hope is Built on Nothing Less states, 

           On Christ the solid rock I stand 

           All other ground is sinking sand 

           All other ground is sinking sand 

We are going to encourage our teens this fall to be courageous in living their life by following God’s     

example because the other lesson that I have learned is that Jesus is still very relevant in the lives of 

young people and we are going to continue to push forward this fall, helping our kids build that          

foundation that will never change and never waiver in times of adversity and struggle. My hope and  

prayer for our whole church is that we continue to courageously strengthen our solid foundation which is 

found in Jesus Christ.  



 

To donate to any of these projects, please visit the Sowers of Seeds website.  

At www.sowingseedsinbelize.com.  

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY.  Beginning on Saturday, Sept 18th, from 9:30-11:30 and running until Saturday,   
November 20th, we will be doing the study “Believing God” by Beth Moore.  Books are $16 and will be       
ordered by Sept 10th.  Please sign up at the Welcome Desk, or get in touch with Kelly Hartman at 
kj11477@yahoo.com or 814-502-9551.  We will be meeting at the home of Gwyn O’Brien, 117 Quince Court, 
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648.  All women are encouraged to attend and learn how to transform their faith from 
just believing IN God to BELIEVING GOD. 

YOUNIQUE SMALL GROUP.  The Hicks UMC Staff will be participating in a small group that will run for 6 
weeks.  Cory Hartman will lead this teaching that gives a powerful taste of what it feels like to live a life      
Inspired by a sense of your God-given purpose.   
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES.   Currently, there are several Sunday School classes that meet following the 
8:00 AM Service.  We have the Welcome class, Men’s Class, Women’s Class, and Kitchen Class.  If you are  
interested in participating or would like more information on any of these, please contact the church office. 
 

 

SMALL  
GROUPS 

Sowers of Seeds in Belize 

Container Ministry 

We are most in need of 

the following: clothes of 

all sizes, shoes,        

blankets, sewing        

machines, weed eaters 

and lawn mowers.  

Happy 

Birthday  

Jesus 

We are    

collecting 

drawstring 

bags filled 

with a few 

school supplies, a small toy, 

soap, washcloth, comb and 

toothpaste.  Our goal is to 

bless 5000 children in 2021 - 

we are well below our goal at 

present.  

ENVELOPE BLESSING 

CAMPAIGN 
You don't need an envelope, we 

have the website set up as a     

virtual envelope so that you can 

select a specific blessing for an 

individual need - a $5 bus fare, a 

$10 tutoring session $50 to bless 

a church volunteer with a "Fun 

Day", or $100 for seeds, tools and 

fence to grow food in their      

backyard.  

mailto:kj11477@yahoo.com


Wesley Forest Church Camp  

In July, Wesley Forest held another successful year of church camp. 50 junior and 

senior high campers and 23 elementary campers participated. 35 of those campers 

were members at Hicks! Each year, kids have the chance to spend time with old 

friends and make new ones. All of the returning campers, counselors, and Deans 

were so grateful to be back after missing the 2020 camp season due to the Pandemic.  

The focus this year was on the radically different way Christians live because of a   

relationship with God. 

Below Left:  Anthony DeStefano helps his fellow campers on the Challenge course. 

 

Below Right:  Arwen Hartman negotiates the tire 

swing on the Challenge course.  



Boy Scouts 

Hicks wants to take a moment to recognize Troop 30 and Pack 30 for their hard work 
and effort in restoring the children’s playground. The groups replaced playground 
swings and a slide as well as laying down a new layer of rubber mulch. The          
playground is used by members of our church, but also by the Duncansville          
community. Because of Troop 30’s and Pack 30’s work, children and families can  
continue to enjoy the playground!  

Many thanks to them! 

Due to enrollment growth at Foot of Ten Elementary, they no 

longer had space available for The Before & After School      

Program that is run by the YMCA.  They were in need of a child 

friendly space within the Foot of Ten footprint and thankfully 

Hicks was able to fulfill that need.  The  

program will utilize a space in our social 

hall throughout the school year and will 

also have access to the playground. 



 No Strings Attached-GOD 

There will be a soup sale and basket raffle fund-
raiser on October 23rd in the Hicks social hall.  If 
anyone would like to donate a basket or items for 
a basket please contact Melaine DePetro at    
814-931-8539.  Email meldepetro@gmail.com   

Package trip to DC soon!!! Donations are always  
being accepted. There is a collection bin in the  
Donation Station.  Items needed are:  personal  
hygiene products, hats, gloves, small blankets, 
rain ponchos and bibles.  If you are interested in 
coming along or need any other information, 
please contact Melaine. 

  Upcoming events:          Website: no-strings-attached-god.org 

  October 23 - Fundraiser event      Facebook: No Strings Attached-GOD   

  November 13 - DC Outreach trip                  

Hicks Mexico Mission Team  
The first week of August, members of Hicks UMC traveled to Ensenada, 

Mexico through YUGO Ministries. During the trip, a house was built for a 
family in need. The oldest child in the family gave his life to Christ during 
the trip.  Please pray for the family as they settle into their new home and 
continue to follow Christ.  

mailto:meldepetro@gmail.com
http://no-strings-attached-god.org/


 

 

September & October Birthdays 

 

 

Jennifer Morris 

Kameron Krug 

Dominick Watt 

Beverly Clapper 

John  Frazier 

Chelsey Walters 

Caleb Jandora 

Brigid Dodson 

Maddie Meadows 

Meghan Cutshall 

Megan Gilles 

Olivia Merriman 

Braelyn Fleck 

Melody McCready 

Suzi Brannock 

Lori Kratzer 

Gwyn O'Brien 

Dick Shaw 

Sharon Zelem 

Craig Brennecke 

Mildred Pincher 

September 4 

September 6 

September 7 

September 11 

September 11 

September 12 

September 13 

September 16 

September 16 

September 17 

September 18 

September 19 

September 20 

September 20 

September 21 

September 21 

September 23 

September 26 

September 26 

September 27 

September 27 

Kassie Salyards September 27 

Tyler Garman September 28 

Philip Fleck September 29 

Joe Zelem September 30 

Linda Zimmerman September 30 

Diane Selfridge October 1 

Martha Disney October 2 

Joseph Graffius October 2 

Audrey Simpson October 3 

Saundra Malone October 4 

Michael Morris October 15 

Shawn Nelson October 18 

Austin Schobel October 18 

Tessa Lindsey October 20 

Dane Sensabaugh October 21 

Jean Senne October 25 

Tracy Feltenberger October 27 

Paul Good October 28 

Tom Jandora October 28 

Beverly Fleck October 29 

Eric Malone October 30 

Leslie Daras October 31 


