
You need people.  Maybe you think you don’t, but you do.  If you’re 

introvert, like me, sometimes you relish being away from people.  

That’s fine.  But even introverts need people.  Let’s define what an 

introvert is -  an introvert is someone who processes internally, who 

requires a certain amount of solitude for peace and energy.  Its not 

that introverts don’t like people, it’s that the experience of being with 

people, especially in large groups, drains their battery.  Extroverts 

find being with people energizing.  Too much alone time for them can 

be draining.  Side note:  introverts think extroverts are sort of weird.  

Extroverts think the same of introverts.  I know this because  

extroverts tell you everything they’re thinking, whether you ask or not. 

For me, I’ve told family members and friends that a bad time to try to 

talk to me is right before worship and right after worship.  Before  

worship is not ideal because I am collecting my thoughts and focus-

ing my energy.  So don’t ask to me solve a problem right then.  After 

worship is bad to try and talk (love you, mom!), because preaching all 

morning has drained me.  I literally have no more words to give at 

this time.  I was sharing my perspective in a small group this week 

and one of the members, a friend, chuckled and asked, “So Rich, 

when exactly can we talk to you?” Tuesdays between 10 and 

10:30am, I told her. 

I say all this to establish my Introvert bona fides.  To all you other  

introverts I want to say – I understand.  But I need people.  You need 

people.  Covid has not introduced 
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this need but only exacerbated it and highlighted it.  Preachers 

preach that there is a God-shaped hole in every human heart.  I 

believe this is true.  There is also a Human-shaped hole in every 

human heart.  This is also true.   

We have been prevented by the pandemic from doing certain 

things in certain ways.  But these days seem built for the kind of 

people connection that small groups can provide.  We want to 

start some new small groups this Fall that will include you.  We 

are asking you to respond to a brief online survey to tell us more 

about what kind of groups you would like to see.  Andy Stanley 

has a saying, “Circles are better than rows.”  He means that 

when people can get together in small groups and look at each 

other and share themselves, God can do great things.   

See you, maybe, in a small group, 

In Christ, 

Rich 

Shut In Team 

 

The Hicks shut in team is 

here to serve the parishion-

ers of Hicks that due to  

illness or infirmity can no 

longer attend church  

services.   

 

Our mission is to bring love, 

compassion and connection 

to the shut in from their 

church family.   

 

Please let the office know if a  

member has become a shut 

in due to illness, surgery,  

infirmity, etc.   

 

IF YOU DON’T TELL THE 

CHURCH OFFICE  

SOMEONE HAS BECOME 

A SHUT-IN, WE DON’T 

KNOW. 

 

Dinner Church 

 

The next Dinner Church will 

be held Tuesday, September 

22nd at 6:00 pm.  

 

This Outreach ministry  

provides dinner and a time of 

worship at Evergreen Manor.  

It is a time of fellowship with 

the parents and children who 

participate in Backyard Club.   

 

If you’d like to participate 

please sign up at the Wel-

come Desk or call  Jeromy 

McCorriston at 814-660-6672 

with any questions.   
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The tithe is the first 10 percent 
of our earnings and our re-
sources. Why give the first 10 
percent of our resources? Be-
cause giving the first 10 per-
cent of what we make is a 
principle that establishes our 
priorities. We are saying, 
“God, You are first in all my 
resources.” 

God loves receiving the first of 
everything, but not so much 
because He wants the first of 
that particular resource. He 
doesn’t need it. He wants our 
whole hearts. In Exodus 
34:26, God told the people, 
“As you harvest your crops, 
bring the very best of the first 
harvest to the house of the 
Lord your God.” So, we give 
what God says to give. 

Practically speaking, this 
means giving God 10 percent 
of every paycheck before we 
spend that money on anything 
else. We purpose beforehand 
to give it to God, not spend it 
on bills, debt, things we want, 
etc.  

Faithfully giving our very 
best—the first of our earn-
ings—opens the door of bless-
ing over our remaining re-
sources.  

You can give to Hicks through 
our website with a credit 
card. You can sign up for  
automatic bank draft.  You can 
simply mail or drop off your 
check at the church office. 
 

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS 

Worship In-Person or Online 

I n  P e r s o n  Wo r s h i p  
S u n d a ys  a t  8 : 0 0  &  1 0 : 0 0 a m  

 Our worship times are now 8:00 am (Traditional) and 10:00 
am (Contemporary) in order to provide sanitation of the build-
ing and sanctuary. “High touch” areas such as doors, hand-
rails, and pews will be disinfected after each service. 

 
 You do not need to RSVP to attend either service. 
 
 We are requesting everyone who enters the church to wear a 

mask. If this is uncomfortable for you, please continue to join 
us on-line. 

 
 Hand sanitizing stations will be available at each entrance and 

exit. 
 
 Beginning August 30th, Preschool-6th Grade Children's 

Church and Jr./Sr. High Sunday School will be Reopening at 
our 10:00am service. 

 
 We are being told that group singing increases the risk of virus 

spread.  Therefore, at least for the time being, our music at 
both the church services and any home groups will be vocalist 
and instrument led, but we ask that the gathered congregation 
not sing.  

 
 We will continue to provide online worship on Sundays for 

those who cannot attend in person. 

https://www.hicksumc.org/give
file:///C:/Users/Katie/Documents/ACH FORM.docx
https://www.hicksumc.org/online-worship
https://www.hicksumc.org/kids
https://www.hicksumc.org/kids
https://www.hicksumc.org/kids
https://www.hicksumc.org/online-worship
https://www.hicksumc.org/give


ANNUAL TAILGATE SERVICE ON SEPTEMBER 13TH  

Wear your favorite team gear and join us at 11:00am on Sunday, September 13th at 

our annual Outdoor Tailgate Service. The service will be held at our Church Pavilion 

with a catered lunch immediately following. All are welcome to join us for this fun,  

casual time of fellowship.  

 

In order to keep things as sanitary as possible, the church will provide everything this 

year: fried chicken, sides, desserts, beverages, and tableware. Please bring a blanket 

or your own lawn chairs.  

 

In case of rain, the service will still happen at 11:00am inside the sanctuary and the 

food will be packaged in to go containers for you to pick up on your way out of 

church.  Parents, out of respect for others worshiping, please do not allow your  

children in the play area during our worship service.   

 

Please RSVP with number attending at the Welcome Desk by September 10th  

or by emailing office@hicksumc.org. 

11:00am  Outdoor Worship Service 

12:15pm  Picnic 

mailto:office@hicksumc.org.


OUR MISSION: 

Our Children's Ministry's 

purpose is to assist parents 

with  their children's life 

long journey to know, love 

and follow Jesus.  We want 

to connect children to God 

and to each other as we 

teach and equip them to 

become disciples and 

create community. 

 

YOUR HELP IS 
NEEDED: 
 

Are you able to serve 

during the month of 

September or October? I’m 

in need of Leaders and 

Helpers for all of our 

Children’s Ministry classes. 

PLEASE consider 

volunteering so we can 

continue to offer the same 

amount of classes each 

week. If you are free please 

let me know your 

availability and class 

preference and I’ll plug you 

in the schedule.  

Thank you so much for your 

faithful service. 

 

The Hicks Children’s Ministry reopened for Children’s Church on 

Sunday, August 30th with some new health and safety  

procedures. Many of these new procedures were a direct result of 

the ministry surveys you submitted so thank you all so much for 

your participation and input. I’m also grateful to the Reopening 

Team that met to process the survey results and help me draft our 

new plan to ensure the health and safety of our kids and  

volunteers to the best of our ability.  

To help you understand all of our new procedures we prepared a 

Reopening Plan document for you to read and a  

4 minute Reopening video that visually helps everyone to 

understand what the new classes look like and the Check-In Pro-

cedures that will be enforced each week. If you have any  

questions regarding these new procedures please don’t hesitate to 

contact Children’s Ministry Director, Katie Guise, at 

Katie@hicksumc.org. Thank you so much for your prayers,  

patience, and support during these past few months.  

IMPORTANT DATES: 
 

September 6th:   Family Worship at 10:00am 
        No Children’s Church classes are offered 
 
September 13th:  Outdoor Tailgate Service at 11:00am 
        No Children’s Church classes are offered 
Parents, out of respect for others worshiping, please do not allow 
your children in the play area during our worship service.   
 
September 20th:   All Children’s Church Classes resume at  
        10:00am 

Children’s Ministry is Back 

file:///C:/Users/Katie/Documents/Childrens Ministry/Reopening Plan/reopening_plan_8_30.pdf
https://vimeo.com/450639121
mailto:Katie@hicksumc.org
https://vimeo.com/450639121




WE ARE BACK!!!!  
 

After a 5+ month hiatus all youth related activities held at Hicks are  

finally back! Over the past few months there has been a small team of 

leaders in our church that have been meeting and discussing how we 

will provide ways for our youth to regularly meet, be in fellowship, and 

hear the word of God in the safest possible way. We believe that while 

there is no perfect startup time, we have spent enough time in  

discernment to come up with an appropriate startup plan.  

 

There are some immediate changes to our programs that all parents/

youth need to be aware of. All of our Sunday school and youth group 

meetings will be held outside for as long as possible into the fall. If we 

have rain or some other random Pennsylvania weird weather it will be 

moved inside and will not be cancelled. The spaces have been  

adjusted to meet health protocols but, it is just easier/ less of a health 

risk to be outside instead of being inside. 

  

The other major change to our programming is that for the time being, 

we are only going to meet in person as a larger group 2 times per 

month or every other week. By only meeting two times per month, it will 

give us time to make sure the space to be sanitized properly and to 

limit the amount of interactions we are having.  

 

Below is a list of the general guidelines that we will be following:  

 All Sunday school/ youth activities will be held outside weather   

permitting for as long as possible into the fall  

 When outside, Youth will be required to wear a mask when 6ft     

social distancing cannot be met  

 When Youth are inside the church they will be required to wear a 

mask  

Hicks Youth Fellowship News  

IMPORTANT 

DATES 

 

Sunday School  
 

9-6-20  

Family Worship  

(no Sunday School)  

 

9-13-20  

Tailgate Service  

(no Sunday School)  

 

9-20-20  

7-12 Grade  

Sunday School 10 AM  

 

9-27-20  

7-12 Grade  

Sunday School 10 AM  

 

10-4-20  

Family Worship  

(no Sunday School)  

 

10-11-20  

7-12 Grade  

Sunday School 10 AM 

 

  

Youth  

Group  
 

9-13-20  

Youth group kickoff 

5:30-7PM  

 

9-20-20  

No youth group  

 

9-27-20  

Youth group  

5:30-7 PM  

 

10-4-20  

No youth group  

 

10-11-20 Youth group 

5:30-7PM  CONTINUED ON NEXT PG. 
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 Hand sanitizer will be provided for youth and they will be encouraged to use several times while 

at youth group  

 All church rooms that are being used by youth will be sanitized within 48 hours of youth being in 

the building.  

 Youth are encouraged to bring their own bibles to Sunday School and youth group  

 Youth attendance will be recorded by the Youth Director and temperatures will be taken.  

 If a youth has a fever their parents will be contacted and they will be asked to head home.  

 If youth have flu-like symptoms/ any 

symptoms of COVID-19 please stay 

home. We won’t be  upset.  

 

***Please note*** All procedures will     

continue to be monitored and adjusted if 

needed as we continue to move forward in 

the COVID era. There will be a more      

detailed indoor policy sent out once  

weather no long allows us to meet outside. 

 

We realize that there is not a one-size-fits-

all model during this unique time. The most 

important thing is that we are providing the 

youth of our church regular scheduled  

programs geared towards growing their 

faith in Jesus. If there are parents/youth 

that have a medical condition, or simply do 

not feel comfortable sending their youth 

back to church. We want to make sure that 

your teens are being cared for as well. 

There will be a zoom bible study offered if 

requested. Please note zoom meetings will 

only take place if youth are actively  

participating in it. If youth want to  

participate but rarely log-on it will be cancelled.  

 

On a lighter note...the beginning of every school year gives us the opportunity to meet and bring 

new youth into our program. All new youth or their parent’s should go to hicksumc.org, and fill out/

submit a youth medical form that can be found on the kids/youth tab on our website. That way I can 

add youth/parents to our roster and add them to the different platforms that we share all our  

information. If any parents have any questions or concerns about anything discussed please do not 

hesitate to contact Jason Garman at Jgarman09@yahoo.com.  

“HICKS YOUTH FELLOWSHIP” CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 

https://www.hicksumc.org/youth-medical-history-form
mailto:Jgarman09@yahoo.com


http://www.hicksumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/hicksunitedmethodist/
https://www.instagram.com/hicksunitedmethodistchurch/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P5HJVKN

